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1. I Need Help

Need mor e inf orma tion about this c ourse? Have questions about

facult y resources? CanÕt find wha t youÕre looking f or? Experiencing

technic al dif f iculties?

WeÕre here to help! Take advantage of the f ollo wing Lumen

customer -suppor t r esources:

¥ Check out one o f Lumen Õs Facult y User Guides here.

¥ Submi t a suppor t tick et here and tell us wha t you need.

¥ Talk and scr een-shar e wi th a liv e human during Lumen Õs OER

off ice hours. See available times here.
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In the upper echelons of the wor king
wor ld, people with the most power
reach the top. These people make the
decisions and earn the most money.
The majority of A mericans will never
see the view from the top. (Photo
courtesy of Alex Proimos/f lickr )

2. Reading: Defining Social
Stratification

Sociolog ists use the term social

str atif ication to descri be the

system o f social standing.

Social str atif ication refers to a

societyÕs categoriza tion o f i ts

people in to r ankings o f

socioeconomic tiers base d on

factors lik e wealth, inc ome,

race, education, and po wer.

You may remember the w ord

Òstr atif ication Ó from geology

class. The distinc t vertic al

layers found in r ock, called str atif ication, ar e a good w ay to visualiz e

social struc tur e. SocietyÕs layers are made of people, and socie tyÕs

resources are distri bute d unevenly thr oughout the la yers. The

people who ha ve mor e resources represent the top la yer of the

social struc tur e of str atif ication. Other gr oups of people, wi th

progressively fewer and f ewer r esources, represent the lo wer layers

of our socie ty.
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Strata in r ock illustr ate social
stratif ication. People are sorted, or
layered, into social categories. Many
factors determine a personÕs social
standing, such as income, education,
occupation, as well as age, race,
gender, and even physical abilities.
(Photo courtesy of Just a Prairie Boy/
flickr )

In the Uni ted States, people

like to belie ve everyone has an

equal chanc e at suc cess. To a

certain e xten t, Aaron illustr ates

the belief tha t har d work and

talen tÑnot pr ejudicial

tr eatmen t or socie tal

valuesÑde termine social r ank.

This emphasis on self -ef for t

perpe tuates the belief tha t

people contr ol their o wn social

standing.

However, sociolog ists

recogniz e that social

str atif ication is a socie ty-wide

system tha t mak es inequali ties

apparent. W hile ther e are

always inequali ties be tween

individuals, sociolog ists ar e

inter ested in lar ger social

pat terns. Str atif ication is not

about individual ine quali ties,

but about systema tic

inequali ties based on gr oup membership, classes, and the lik e. No

individual, rich or poor , can be blamed for social ine quali ties. The

struc tur e of socie ty affects a person Õs social standing. Althoug h

individuals ma y suppor t or f ight ine quali ties, social str atif ication is

created and suppor ted by society as a whole.
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The people who live in these houses
most lik ely share similar levels of
income and education. N eighborhoods
often house people of the same social
standing. Wealthy families do not
typicall y live next door to poor er
families, though this varies depending
on the particular city and countr y.
(Photo courtesy of Orin Zebest/f lickr )

Factors tha t def ine

str atif ication v ary in dif ferent

societies. I n most socie ties,

str atif ication is an e conomic

system, based on wealth , the

net value of mone y and assets a

person has, and income , a

person Õs wages or in vestmen t

dividends. W hile pe ople ar e

regular ly categoriz ed based on

how rich or poor the y are, other

impor tant fac tors inf luenc e

social standing. F or example, in

some cultur es, wisdom and

charisma ar e valued, and

people who ha ve them ar e revered mor e than those who don Õt. In

some cultur es, the elder ly are esteemed; in others, the elder ly are

dispar aged or o verlooked. SocietiesÕ cultural beliefs o ften r einf orce

the ine quali ties o f str atif ication.

One key determinan t o f social standing is the social standing o f

our par ents. Parents tend to pass their social posi tion on to their

childr en. People inheri t not onl y social standing but also the cultur al

norms tha t accompany a certain lif estyle. They share these wi th a

network of friends and famil y members. Social standing be comes

a comf or t zone, a familiar lif estyle, and an iden ti ty. This is one o f

the r easons first-g eneration c ollege studen ts do not far e as well as

other studen ts.

Other de terminan ts are found in a socie tyÕs occupational

struc tur e. Teachers, for example, o ften have high levels of education

but r eceive relativ ely low pay. Many believe that te aching is a noble

profession, so teachers should do their jobs f or lo ve of their

profession and the g ood of their studen tsÑnot f or mone y. Yet no

successful executiv e or en tr epreneur w ould embr ace that at ti tude

in the business w or ld, wher e profits are valued as a driving f orce.
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Cultur al at ti tudes and beliefs lik e these suppor t and perpe tuate

social ine quali ties.

Recent Economic Changes and U.S. Stratification

As a result o f the Gr eat Recession tha t r ocked our na tion Õs econom y

in the last f ew years, many families and individuals f ound

themsel ves strugg ling lik e never bef ore. The nation f ell in to a period

of pr olong ed and exceptionall y hig h unemplo yment. W hile no one

was comple tel y insula ted fr om the r ecession, per haps those in the

lower classes felt the impac t most pr ofoundl y. Before the r ecession,

many were living pa ycheck to pa ycheck or e ven had been living

comf or tabl y. As the recession hi t, the y were often among the f irst to

lose their jobs. Unable to f ind r eplacement emplo yment, the y faced

mor e than loss o f inc ome. Their homes w ere foreclosed, their c ars

were repossessed, and their abili ty to af ford healthc are was taken

away. This put man y in the posi tion o f deciding whe ther to put f ood

on the table or f ill a needed pr escription.

While w eÕre not c omple tel y out o f the w oods economic ally, ther e

are several signs tha t w eÕre on the r oad to r ecovery. Many of those

who suf fered during the r ecession are back to w ork and ar e busy

rebuilding their liv es. The Affordable Health Car e Act has pr ovided

health insur ance to millions who lost or ne ver had i t.

But the Gr eat Recession, lik e the Gr eat Depr ession, has changed

social at ti tudes. W here once it w as impor tant to demonstr ate

wealth b y wearing e xpensive clothing i tems lik e Calvin Klein shir ts

and Louis Vui t ton shoes, no w ther eÕs a new, thrif tier w ay of thinking.

In many cir cles, it has become hip to be frugal. I tÕs no long er about

how much w e spend, but about ho w much w e donÕt spend. Think of

shows lik e Extr eme Couponing on TLC and songs lik e Macklemor eÕs

ÒThrif t Shop.Ó
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Think It Over

Review the c oncept o f str atif ication. N ow choose a gr oup

of people you have observed and been a part o fÑfor

example, cousins, hig h school friends, classma tes, spor t

teammates, or c oworkers. How does the struc tur e of the

social gr oup you chose adher e to the c oncept o f

str atif ication ?

Practice

1. Which person best illustr ates oppor tuni ties f or up ward

social mobili ty in the Uni ted States?

a. First-shif t fac tor y worker

b. First-g eneration c ollege studen t

c. Firstborn son who inheri ts the famil y business

d. First-time in ter viewee who is hir ed for a job

Show Answer

b

Show Glossary

income:

the mone y a person earns fr om w ork or in vestmen ts

social str atif ication:

a socioeconomic system tha t divides socie tyÕs members in to

categories r anking fr om hig h to lo w, based on things lik e
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wealth, po wer, and prestige

wealth:

the value of mone y and assets a person has fr om, for example,

inheri tanc e
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3. Reading: Class Structure in
the United States

Class Traits

Class tr aits , also called class markers, are the t ypic al behaviors,

customs, and norms tha t def ine each class. Class traits indic ate the

level of exposur e a person has to a wide r ange of cultur es. Class

tr aits also indic ate the amoun t o f r esources a person has to spend

on i tems lik e hobbies, vacations, and leisur e activi ties.

People may associate the upper class wi th en joyment o f costl y,

refined, or hig hly cultiv ated tastesÑe xpensive clothing, luxur y cars,

high-end fund-r aisers, and opulen t vacations. People may also

believe that the middle and lo wer classes are mor e likely to en joy

camping, f ishing, or hun ting, shopping a t lar ge retailers, and

par ticipa ting in c ommuni ty activi ties. W hile these descriptions ma y

iden tif y class tr aits, the y may also simpl y be ster eot ypes. Moreover,

just as class distinc tions ha ve blurr ed in r ecent decades, so too have

class tr aits. A very wealth y person ma y enjoy bowling as much as

oper a. A factor y worker could be a skille d French cook. A billionair e

mig ht dr ess in rippe d jeans, and a low-inc ome studen t mig ht own

designer shoes.

Reading: Class Struc tur e in the
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Does taste or fashion sense indicate
class? Is there any way to tell if this
young man comes from an upper -,
middle-, or lower -class background?
(Photo courtesy of Kelly Bailey/f lickr )

Social Classes in the United States

Does a personÕs appearance

indic ate class? Can you tell a

manÕs education le vel based on

his clothing ? Do you kno w a

womanÕs income by the c ar she

driv es?

For sociolog ists, categorizing

class is a fluid scienc e.

Sociolog ists generally iden tif y

thr ee levels of class in the

Uni ted States: upper , middle,

and lower class. Within e ach

class, ther e are many

subcategories. Wealth is the most signif icant w ay of distinguishing

classes, because wealth c an be tr ansferr ed to one Õs childr en and

perpe tuate the class struc tur e. One economist, J .D. Foster , def ines

the 20 per cent o f U.S. citiz ensÕ highest earners as Òupper inc ome,Ó

and the lo wer 20 per cent as Òlower inc ome.Ó The remaining 60

percent o f the popula tion mak e up the middle class. B ut b y tha t

distinc tion, annual household inc omes for the middle class r ange

between $25,000 and $100,000 (Mason and S ulliv an 2010).

One sociolog ical perspectiv e distinguishes the classes, in par t,

according to their r elativ e power and c ontr ol over their liv es. The

upper class not onl y have power and c ontr ol over their o wn liv es but

also their social sta tus g ives them po wer and c ontr ol over othersÕ

lives. The middle class doesn Õt generally contr ol other str ata of

society, but i ts members do e xert contr ol over their o wn liv es. In

contr ast, the lo wer class has li t tle c ontr ol over their w ork or liv es.

Below, we will e xplor e the major divisions o f U.S. social class and

their k ey subcategories.
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Members of the upper class can afford
to live, wor k, and play in exclusive
places designed for luxur y and
comfort. (Photo courtesy of
PrimeImageMedia.com/f lickr )

Upper Class

The upper class is c onsider ed

the top, and onl y the po werful

eli te get to se e the vie w fr om

ther e. In the Uni ted States,

people wi th extr eme wealth

make up 1 percent o f the

popula tion, and the y own one-

thir d of the c ountr yÕs wealth

(Beeghley 2008).

Money pr ovides not just

access to material g oods, but

also access to a lot o f power. As

corpor ate leaders, members o f the upper class mak e decisions tha t

affect the job sta tus o f millions o f people. As media owners, the y

inf luenc e the c ollectiv e identi ty of the na tion. The y run the major

network tele vision sta tions, r adio br oadcasts, newspapers,

magazines, publishing houses, and spor ts fr anchises. As board

members o f the most inf luential c olleges and univ ersi ties, the y

inf luenc e cultur al at ti tudes and v alues. As philanthr opists, the y

establish f oundations to suppor t social c auses they believe in. As

campaign c ontri butors, the y sway poli ticians and fund c ampaigns,

sometimes to pr otect their o wn economic in ter ests.

U.S. society has historic ally distinguishe d between Òold mone yÓ

(inheri ted wealth passed fr om one g eneration to the ne xt ) and Ònew

moneyÓ (wealth y ou have earned and built y ourself ). While both

types may have equal net w or th, the y have tr aditionall y held

dif ferent social standings. P eople o f old mone y, firml y situated in

the upper class f or generations, ha ve held hig h pr estige. Their

families ha ve socializ ed them to kno w the customs, norms, and

expectations tha t come wi th w ealth. Of ten, the v ery wealth y donÕt

work for w ages. Some study business or be come lawyers in or der

to manag e the famil y for tune. Others, such as P aris H ilton and Kim
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These members of a club likely
consider themselves middle class.
(Photo courtesy of United Way
Canada-Centr aide Canada/f lickr )

Kardashian, capitaliz e on being a rich sociali te and tr ansform tha t

into c elebri ty status, f launting a w ealth y lif estyle.

However, new-mone y members o f the upper class ar e not

orien ted to the customs and mor es of the eli te. They havenÕt gone

to the most e xclusiv e schools. They have not establishe d old-mone y

social ties. People wi th ne w mone y mig ht f launt their w ealth, bu ying

spor ts cars and mansions, but the y mig ht still e xhi bi t behaviors

at tri bute d to the middle and lo wer classes.

The Middle Class

Many people consider

themsel ves middle class, but

ther e are dif fering ide as about

what tha t me ans. People wi th

annual inc omes of $150,000 c all

themsel ves middle class, as do

people who annuall y earn

$30,000 . That helps e xplain

why, in the Uni ted States, the

middle class is br oken in to

upper and lo wer subcategories.

Upper -middle-class pe ople tend to hold bachelorÕ s and

postgr aduate degr ees. TheyÕve studie d subjects such as business,

management, law, or me dicine. Lo wer-middle-class members hold

bachelorÕs degrees from f our -y ear colleges or associateÕs degrees

fr om t wo-y ear communi ty or te chnic al colleges.

Comfor t is a key concept to the middle class. Middle-class pe ople

work hard and liv e fair ly comf or table liv es. Upper-middle-class

people tend to pursue c areers tha t earn comf or table inc omes. They

provide their families wi th lar ge homes and nic e cars. They may go

skiing or boa ting on v acation. Their childr en receive high-quali ty

education and he althc are (Gilber t 2010).
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This man is a custodian at a
restaurant. H is job, which is crucial to
the business, is considered lower class.
(Photo courtesy of Frederick Md
Publicity /f lickr )

In the lo wer middle class, pe ople hold jobs super vised by

members o f the upper middle class. The y f ill te chnic al, lower-le vel

management or administr ativ e suppor t posi tions. Compar ed to

lower-class w ork, lower-middle-class jobs c arr y mor e prestige and

come wi th slig htl y hig her paychecks. With these inc omes, people

can afford a decent, mainstr eam lif estyle, but the y strugg le to

main tain i t. They generally donÕt have enough inc ome to build

signif icant savings. In addi tion, their grip on class sta tus is mor e

precarious than in the upper tiers o f the class system. W hen

budgets are tig ht, lo wer-middle-class pe ople ar e often the ones to

lose their jobs.

The Lower Class

The lower class is also

referr ed to as the w orking class.

Just like the middle and upper

classes, the lower class can be

divide d in to subsets: the

working class, the w orking

poor , and the under class.

Compar ed to the lo wer middle

class, lower-class pe ople have

less of an educational

backgr ound and e arn smaller

incomes. They work jobs tha t

requir e li t tle prior skill or

experienc e and often do r outine tasks under close super vision.

Working-class pe ople, the hig hest subc ategor y of the lo wer class,

often land de cent jobs in f ields lik e custodial or f ood ser vice. The

work is hands-on and o ften ph ysically demanding, such as

landscaping, cooking, cle aning, or building.

Beneath the w orking class is the w orking poor . Like the w orking
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class, they have unskille d, low-pa ying emplo yment. However, their

jobs rarely offer benef its such as healthc are or r etir ement planning,

and their posi tions ar e often seasonal or tempor ary. They work

as sharecroppers, migr ant farm w orkers, housecleaners, and day

labor ers. Some are high school dr opouts. Some ar e illi ter ate, unable

to r ead job ads.

How can people w ork full-time and still be poor? E ven working

full-time, millions o f the w orking poor e arn inc omes too me ager

to suppor t a famil y. Minimum w age varies fr om state to sta te, but

in man y states i t is appr oaching $8.00 per hour (Depar tmen t o f

Labor 2014). At tha t r ate, working 40 hours a w eek earns $320. That

comes to $16,640 a year, before tax and de ductions. Even for a sing le

person, the pa y is low. A marrie d couple wi th childr en will ha ve a

hard time c overing e xpenses.

The under class is the Uni ted StatesÕ lowest tier . Members o f the

under class live mainl y in inner ci ties. Man y are unemplo yed or

under emplo yed. Those who do hold jobs t ypic ally perf orm menial

tasks for li t tle pay. Some of the under class are homeless. For man y,

welfar e systems pr ovide a much-ne eded suppor t thr ough food

assistance, medical care, housing, and the lik e.

Further Research

Watch this shor t vide o to see an example o f how social

classes inf luenc e famil y lif e and spending on childr en. As

you watch i t, think about the long-term socie tal impac ts of

the tendenc y for w ealthier par ents to spend mor e money

on their kids.
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Think It Over

1. What class tr aits def ine your pe er gr oup? For

example, wha t speech pat terns or clothing tr ends do

you and your friends shar e? What cultur al elements,

such as taste in music or hobbies, def ine your pe er

group? How do you see this set o f class tr aits as

dif ferent fr om other classes ei ther abo ve or belo w

yours?

2. Wri te a list o f ten to t wenty class tr aits tha t

descri be the en vir onmen t o f your upbring ing. Which

of these seem lik e true class tr aits, and which se em

like stereot ypes? What i tems mig ht fall in to both

categories? How do you imag ine a sociolog ist mig ht

address the conf lation o f class tr aits and ster eot ypes?

Practice

1. In the Uni ted States, most pe ople def ine themsel ves as:

a. middle class

b. upper class

c. lower class

d. no specif ic class

Show Answer

a
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2. The behaviors, customs, and norms associa ted wi th a

class are known as:

a. class tr aits

b. power

c. prestige

d. under class

Show Answer

a

3. Occupational pr estige means that jobs ar e:

a. all equal in sta tus

b. not e qually valued

c. assigned to a person f or lif e

d. not par t o f a personÕs self-iden ti ty

Show Answer

b

Show Glossary

class tr aits:

the t ypic al behaviors, customs, and norms tha t def ine each

class (also called class markers)
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4. Common Sentence
Structures

Basic Sentence Patterns

Subject +verb

The simplest o f sentenc e pat terns is c omposed of a subject and

verb wi thout a dir ect object or subje ct complemen t. I t uses an

in tr ansi ti ve verb, that is, a verb r equiring no dir ect object:

¥ Contr ol r ods remain inside the fuel assembl y of the r eactor .

¥ The developmen t of wind po wer pr actic ally ceased until the

early 1970s.

¥ The cr oss-member exposed to abnormal str ess eventuall y

br oke.

¥ Only two types of char ge exist in natur e.

Subject +verb+direct object

Another c ommon sen tenc e pat tern uses the dir ect object :

¥ Silicon conducts electrici ty in an unusual w ay.

¥ The anti-r ef lectiv e coating on the the silic on cell r educes

ref lection fr om 32 to 22 per cent.
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Subject +verb+indirect object +direct object

The sentenc e pat tern wi th the indir ect object and dir ect object is

similar to the pr eceding pa t tern:

¥ I am wri ting her about a number o f pr oblems that I have had

wi th m y computer .

¥ Austin, T exas, has recentl y buil t its ci tizens a system of bik e

lanes.

Practice

Identif y the basic sen tenc e pat tern o f the sen tenc es

below:

1. All ampli tude-modula tion ( AM) receivers work in

the same w ay.

2. The super visor maile d the applic ant a description

of the job.

3. We have mailed the balanc e of the pa yment in this

let ter .

Show Answer

1. This is a subject + verb sentenc e:

� All ampli tude-modula tion ( AM) receivers

wor k in the same w ay.

2. This is a subject + verb + indir ect object + dir ect

object sentenc e:

� The super visor mailed the applican t a
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description of the job.

3. This is a subject + verb + dir ect object sentenc e:

� We have mailed the balance of the pa yment

in this le t ter .

Sentence Types

Simple Sentences

A simple sentenc e is one tha t contains a subject and a verb and no

other independen t or dependen t clause.

¥ One of the tubes is attached to the manome ter par t o f the

instrumen t indic ating the pr essure of the air wi thin the cuf f.

¥ Ther e are basically two types of stethosc opes.

� In this sen tenc e, the subject and verb ar e inverted; tha t is,

the verb comes before the subject. However, it is still

classif ied as a simple sentenc e.

¥ To measure blood pr essure, a sphygmomanometer and a

stethoscope are needed.

� This sentenc e has a compound subje ctÑtha t is, ther e are

two subjectsÑbut i t is still classif ied as a simple sentenc e.

Command sen tenc es are a subt ype of simple sen tenc es. These

sentenc es are unique be cause they donÕt actuall y have a subject:

¥ Clean the dishes.
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¥ Make sure to tak e good notes toda y.

¥ After c omple ting the r eading, answer the f ollo wing questions.

In each of these sen tenc es, ther e is an implie d subject: you. These

sentenc es are instruc ting the reader to c omple te a task. Command

sentenc es are the onl y sentenc es in English tha t ar e comple te

wi thout a subje ct.

Compound Predicates

A pr edicate is everything in the v erb par t o f the sen tenc e after the

subject (unless the sen tenc e uses inverted word or der). A compound

predicate is t wo or mor e predicates joine d by a coor dinating

conjunction. T raditionall y, the c onjunction in a sen tenc e consisting

of just t wo compound pr edicates is not punc tuated.

¥ Another li brary media specialist has been using A cceler ated

Reader f or ten y ears and has seen gr eat r esul ts .

¥ This cell phone app le ts users shar e pictur es instan tl y wi th

follo wers and categorize p hotos wi th hash tags.

Compound Sentences

A compound sen tenc e is made up o f t wo or mor e independent

clauses joined by a coor dinating c onjunction (and, or , nor , but, y et,

for) and a comma, an adverbial c onjunction and a semic olon, or just

a semicolon.

¥ In sphygmomanome ters, too narr ow a cuf f can result in

err oneously high readings, and too wide a cuf f can result in

err oneously low r eadings.
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¥ Some cuf f hook tog ether ; others wr ap or snap in to plac e.

Practice

Identif y the t ype of each sentenc e below:

1. The sphygmomanome ter is usuall y covered wi th

cloth and has t wo rubber tubes a t tached to i t.

2. Ther e are several types of sentenc es; using

dif ferent t ypes can keep your wri ting liv ely.

3. Words, sentenc es, and paragraphs are all combine d

to cr eate a book.

4. Before giving up, tak e a deep breath and look a t

things fr om a dif ferent perspe ctiv e.

Show Answer

Put Answer Here

1. This sentenc e has a compound pr edicateÑtha t is,

ther e are two pr edicates, joined wi th the c onjunction

and:

� is usually covered wi th cloth

� has two rubber tubes a t tached to i t

2. This is a compound sen tenc e. There are two

independen t clauses joined tog ether b y a semicolon.

3. This is a simple sen tenc e wi th a compound subje ct.

� Subject: Words, sentenc es, and paragraphs

� Predicate: are all combine d to cr eate a book

4. This is a command sen tenc e wi th a compound

predicateÑtha t is, ther e are two pr edicates, joined
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wi th the c onjunction and:

� take a deep breath

� look at things fr om a dif ferent perspe ctiv e.
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5. Reading: Introduction to
Global Inequality

Contemporary economic development often follows a similar pattern ar ound
the wor ld, best described as a growing gap between the have and have-nots.
(Photo courtesy of Alicia Nijdam /W ikimedia Commons ).

The April 2 4, 2013 collapse of the Rana Plaza in Dhaka, Bangladesh

that kille d over 1,100 people, w as the deadliest garmen t fac tor y

acciden t in histor y, and i t w as preventable (I nterna tional L abour

Organization, Depar tmen t o f Communic ation 2014).

In addi tion to garmen t fac tories emplo ying about 5, 000 pe ople,

the building c ontaine d a bank, apar tmen ts, childc are facili ties, and

a variety of shops. Man y of these close d the da y before the c ollapse

when cr acks were discovered in the building w alls. When some

of the garmen t w orkers r efused to en ter the building, the y were
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thr eatened wi th the loss o f a mon thÕs pay. Most w ere young w omen,

aged t wenty or y ounger. They t ypic ally worked over thir teen hours

a day, wi th t wo days off each mon th. For this w ork, the y took home

between t welve and t wenty-t wo cents an hour , or $10.56 to $12.48

a week. Without tha t pay, most w ould ha ve been unable to f eed

their childr en. In contr ast, the U .S. federal minimum w age is $7.25 an

hour , and workers r eceive wages at time-and-a-half r ates for w ork

in excess of for ty hours a w eek.

Did y ou buy clothes fr om Walmar t in 2012? What about a t The

Childr enÕs Place? Did you ever think about wher e those clothes

came fr om? Of the outsour ced garmen ts made in the garmen t

factories, thir ty-t wo were intende d for U .S, Canadian, and European

stor es. In the af terma th o f the c ollapse, i t w as revealed tha t Walmar t

jeans were made in the E ther T ex garmen t fac tor y on the f if th f loor

of the Rana Plaza building, while 120 ,000 pounds o f clothing f or

The Childr enÕs Place were produced in the N ew Wave Style Factor y,

also located in the building. Af ter ward, Walmar t and The Childr enÕs

Place pledged $1 million and $450 ,000 ( respectiv ely) to the Rana

Plaza Trust F und, but f if teen other c ompanies wi th clothing made

in the building ha ve contri bute d nothing, including U .S. companies

Cato and J.C. Penney (Insti tute f or Global L abour and H uman Rights

2014).
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6. Reading: Social Mobility

Social Mobility

Social mobili ty refers to the abili ty to chang e positions wi thin a

social str atif ication system. W hen people impr ove or diminish their

economic sta tus in a w ay tha t af fects social class, the y experienc e

social mobili ty.

Individuals c an experienc e upward or do wnward social mobili ty for

a variety of r easons. Upward mobili ty refers to an incr easeÑor

upward shif tÑin social class. I n the Uni ted States, people appla ud

the r ags-to-riches achie vements of celebri ties lik e Jennif er Lopez or

Michael Jordan. Bestselling a uthor S tephen King w orked as a janitor

prior to being publishe d. Opr ah Winfr ey grew up in po verty in rur al

Mississippi bef ore becoming a po werful me dia personali ty. There

are many stories o f people rising fr om modest beg innings to fame

and for tune. But the truth is tha t r elativ e to the o verall popula tion,

the number o f people who rise fr om po verty to w ealth is v ery small.

Still, up ward mobili ty is not onl y about be coming rich and famous.

In the Uni ted States, people who e arn a college degree, get a job

promotion, or marr y someone wi th a good inc ome may move up

sociall y. In contr ast, down ward mobili ty indic ates a lowering o f

oneÕs social class. Some people mo ve downward because of business

setbacks, unemplo yment, or illness. Dr opping out o f school, losing a

job, or g et ting a div orce may result in a loss o f inc ome or sta tus and,

ther efore, downward social mobili ty.

It is not unc ommon f or dif ferent generations o f a famil y to belong

to varying social classes. This is kno wn as in ter gener ational

mobili ty . For example, an upper -class executiv e may have parents

who belong ed to the middle class. I n turn, those par ents may have
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been raised in the lo wer class. Pat terns o f in ter generational mobili ty

can ref lect long-term socie tal chang es.

Similar ly, intr agenerational mobili ty descri bes a dif ference in

social class tha t between dif ferent members o f the same g eneration.

For example, the w ealth and pr estige experienc ed by one person

may be qui te dif ferent fr om tha t o f his or her si blings.

Structur al mobili ty happens when socie tal chang es enable a

whole gr oup o f people to mo ve up or do wn the social class ladder .

Struc tur al mobili ty is at tri butable to chang es in socie ty as a whole,

not individual chang es. In the f irst half o f the t wentie th c entur y,

industrializa tion e xpanded the U .S. econom y, raising the standar d

of living and le ading to up ward struc tur al mobili ty. In toda yÕs work

econom y, the r ecent r ecession and the outsour cing o f jobs overseas

have contri bute d to hig h unemplo yment r ates. Many people have

experienc ed economic se tbacks, cr eating a w ave of downward

struc tur al mobili ty.

When analyzing the tr ends and mo vements in social mobili ty,

sociolog ists consider all modes o f mobili ty. Scholars recogniz e that

mobili ty is not as c ommon or e asy to achie ve as many people think.

In fact, some consider social mobili ty a myth.

Turn-of-the-Century ÒSocial Problem NovelsÓ:
Sociological Gold Mines

Class distinc tions w ere sharper in the nine teenth c entur y

and earlier , in par t because people easily accepted them.

The ideology of social or der made class struc tur e seem

natur al, rig ht, and just.

In the la te nine teenth and e arly twentie th c enturies, U .S.

and Bri tish no velists pla yed a role in chang ing public

perception. The y publishe d novels in which char acters
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strugg led to sur vive against a mer ciless class system. These

dissenting a uthors use d gender and mor ality to question

the class system and e xpose i ts ine quali ties. They pr oteste d

the suf fering o f urbaniza tion and industrializa tion, dr awing

at ten tion to these issues.

These Òsocial pr oblem no vels,Ó sometimes c alled Victorian

realism, forced middle-class r eaders in to an unc omf or table

posi tion: the y had to question and challeng e the natur al

order o f social class.

For speaking out so str ongly about the social issues o f

class, authors w ere both pr aised and cri ticiz ed. Most

authors did not w ant to dissol ve the class system. The y

wanted to bring about an a wareness that w ould impr ove

condi tions f or the lo wer classes, while main taining their

own hig her class posi tions (DeVine 2005).

Soon, middle-class r eaders were not their onl y audienc e.

In 1870, ForsterÕs Elementar y Education Ac t r equir ed all

childr en ages five thr ough t welve in England and Wales to

at tend school. The ac t incr eased li ter acy levels among the

urban poor , causing a rise in sales o f cheap newspapers and

magazines. The incr easing number o f people who r ode

public tr ansit systems cr eated a demand f or Òrailway

li ter atur e,Ó as it w as called (Williams 1984). These reading

materials ar e credi ted wi th the mo ve toward

democr atiza tion in Eng land. By 1900 the Bri tish middle

class had established a rig id def ini tion f or i tself, and

EnglandÕs working class also began to self -iden tif y and

demand a bet ter w ay of lif e.

Many of the no vels of tha t er a are seen as sociolog ical

goldmines. The y are studie d as existing sour ces because
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they detail the customs and mor es of the upper , middle,

and lower classes of tha t period in histor y.

Examples of Òsocial pr oblemÓ novels include Char les

Dick ensÕs The Adventur es of Oliver Twist (1838), which

shocked readers wi th i ts brutal por tr ayal of the r ealities o f

poverty, vice, and crime. Thomas H ardyÕs Tess of the

dÕUrbervilles(1891) was consider ed revolutionar y by cri tics

for i ts depic tion o f working-class w omen (DeVine 2005),

and U.S. novelist The odor e DreiserÕs Sister Carrie

Further Research

PBS made a documentar y about social class c alled

ÒPeople Lik e Us: Social Class in AmericaÓ in 2001. The

filmmak ers in ter viewed people who liv ed in Park Avenue

penthouses and Appalachian tr ailer par ks. The

accompanying w eb site is full o f inf orma tion, in ter activ e

games, and lif e stories fr om those who par ticipa ted. You

can watch the en tir e episode here.

Practice

1. Struc tur al mobili ty occurs when:

34 | Reading: Social M obili ty



a. an individual mo ves up the class ladder

b. an individual mo ves down the class ladder

c. a large group mo ves up or do wn the class ladder

due to socie tal chang es

d. a member o f a famil y belongs to a dif ferent class

than his or her si blings

Show Answer

c

2. Which o f the f ollo wing sc enarios is an example o f

intr agenerational mobili ty?

a. A janitor belongs to the same social class as his

grandmother did.

b. An executiv e belongs to a dif ferent class than her

parents.

c. An edi tor shar es the same social class as his cousin.

d. A lawyer belongs to a dif ferent class than her sister .

Show Answer

b

Show Glossary

down ward mobili ty:

a lowering o f oneÕs social class

in ter gener ational mobili ty:

a dif ference in social class between dif ferent generations o f a

famil y

in tr agener ational mobili ty:

a dif ference in social class between dif ferent members o f the

same generation

social mobili ty:

the abili ty to chang e positions wi thin a social str atif ication
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system

structur al mobili ty:

a societal chang e that enables a whole gr oup o f people to mo ve

up or do wn the class ladder

upward mobili ty:

an incr easeÑor up ward shif tÑin social class

Self-Check: Social Stratification in the United
States

YouÕll have mor e success on the Self -Che ck, if y ouÕve comple ted the

thr ee Readings in this se ction.

An inter active or media element has been excluded from

this ver sion of the text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ /libr ary.achievingthedr eam.org/bcccomposition /?p=27
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7. Rhetorical Context

Any piece of wri ting is shape d by external fac tors bef ore the f irst

word is ever set do wn on the pag e. These factors ar e referr ed to

as the rhetorical si tua tion , or rhetorical con text , and are often

presented in the f orm o f a pyramid.

The thr ee key factorsÐpurpose, a uthor , and audienc eÐall work

together to inf luenc e what the te xt i tself says, and how i t says it.

LetÕs examine each of the thr ee in mor e detail.

Purpose

Any time y ou are preparing to wri te, you should f irst ask y ourself,

ÒWhy am I wri ting ?Ó All writing, no ma t ter the t ype, has a purpose.

Purpose will some times be g iven to y ou (by a teacher, for example),

while other times, y ou will de cide f or y ourself. As the a uthor , itÕs up

to y ou to mak e sure that purpose is cle ar not onl y for y ourself, but
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alsoÐespeciall yÐfor y our audienc e. If your purpose is not cle ar, your

audienc e is not lik ely to r eceive your in tende d message.

Ther e are, of course, man y dif ferent r easons to wri te (e.g., to

inf orm, to en ter tain, to persuade, to ask questions ), and you may

find tha t some wri ting has mor e than one purpose. W hen this

happens, be sur e to c onsider an y conf lic t between purposes, and

remember tha t you will usuall y focus on one main purpose as

primar y.

Bot tom line: Thinking about y our purpose bef ore you begin to

wri te can help you cr eate a mor e effectiv e piece of wri ting.

Why Purpose Matters

¥ If youÕve ever listene d to a lectur e or r ead an essay and

wonder ed Òso whatÓ or Òwhat is this person talking about, Ó then

you kno w how frustr ating i t can be when an authorÕs purpose

is not cle ar. By clearly def ining y our purpose bef ore you begin

wri ting, i tÕs less likely youÕll be that author who le aves the

audienc e wondering.

¥ If r eaders canÕt identif y the purpose in a te xt, the y usually qui t

reading. You canÕt deliver a message to an audienc e who qui ts

reading.

¥ If a teacher canÕt identif y the purpose in y our te xt, the y will

lik ely assume you didn Õt understand the assignment and,

chances are, you wonÕt receive a good gr ade.

Useful Questions

Consider ho w the answ ers to the f ollo wing questions ma y affect

your wri ting:
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¥ What is m y primar y purpose f or wri ting ? How do I w ant m y

audienc e to think, f eel, or r espond af ter the y read my wri ting ?

¥ Do my audienc eÕs expectations af fect m y purpose ? Should

they?

¥ How can I best get m y poin t acr oss (e.g., tell a stor y, argue, ci te

other sour ces)?

¥ Do I have any secondar y or ter tiar y purposes? Do any of these

purposes c onf lic t wi th one another or wi th m y primar y

purpose ?

Audience

In or der f or y our wri ting to be maximall y effectiv e, you have to

think about the a udienc e youÕre wri ting f or and adapt y our wri ting

approach to their ne eds, expectations, backgr ounds, and in ter ests.

Being aware of your audienc e helps you make bet ter de cisions about

what to sa y and ho w to say i t. For example, you have a bet ter ide a

if you will ne ed to def ine or e xplain an y terms, and y ou can make a

mor e conscious ef for t not to sa y or do an ything tha t w ould o ffend

your audienc e.

Sometimes y ou kno w who will r ead your wri ting Ð for example,

if you are wri ting an email to y our boss. Other times y ou will ha ve

to guess who is lik ely to r ead your wri ting Ð f or example, if y ou are

wri ting a ne wspaper e di torial. Y ou will o ften wri te wi th a primar y

audienc e in mind, but ther e may be secondar y and ter tiar y

audienc es to consider as w ell.

What to Think About

When analyzing y our audienc e, consider these poin ts. Doing this
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should mak e it easier to cr eate a pr ofile o f your audienc e, which c an

help guide y our wri ting choic es.

Backgr ound -kno wledge or Experience Ñ I n general, you

donÕt want to mer ely repeat wha t your audienc e already knows

about the topic y ouÕre wri ting about; y ou want to build on i t.

On the other hand, y ou don Õt want to talk o ver their he ads.

Anticipa te their amoun t o f pr evious kno wledge or experienc e

based on elemen ts like their ag e, profession, or le vel of

education.

Expecta tions and I nter ests Ñ Your audienc e may expect to

f ind specif ic poin ts or wri ting appr oaches, especiall y if y ou are

wri ting f or a te acher or a boss. Consider not onl y what the y

do want to r ead about, but also wha t the y do not want to r ead

about.

Atti tudes and B iases Ñ Your audienc e may have

predetermine d feelings about y ou or y our topic, which c an

affect ho w har d you have to w ork to win them o ver or appe al

to them. The a udienc eÕs at ti tudes and biases also af fect their

expectations Ð for example, if the y expect to disagr ee wi th

you, the y will lik ely look f or evidenc e that you have consider ed

their side as w ell as your o wn.

Demogr aphics Ñ Consider wha t else you kno w about y our

audienc e, such as their ag e, gender , ethnic and cultur al

backgr ounds, poli tic al pr eferences, relig ious af f ilia tions, job or

professional backgr ound, and ar ea of r esidence. Think about

how these demogr aphics may affect ho w much backgr ound

your audienc e has about your topic, wha t t ypes of

expectations or in ter ests the y have, and what at ti tudes or

biases they may have.

Applying Your Analysis to Your Writing

Here are some general rules about wri ting, e ach follo wed by an
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explanation o f how audienc e might af fect i t. Consider ho w you

mig ht adapt these guidelines to y our spe cif ic si tuation and

audienc e. (Note: This is not an e xhaustiv e list. Fur thermor e, you

need not f ollo w the or der set up her e, and you lik ely will not addr ess

all of these appr oaches.)1

Add inf orma tion r eaders need to under stand y our

documen t / omi t inf orma tion r eaders donÕt need.Part o f

your audienc e may know a lot about y our topic, while others

donÕt know much a t all. W hen this happens, y ou have to de cide

if you should pr ovide explanation or not. I f you don Õt offer

explanation, y ou risk aliena ting or c onfusing those who lack

the inf orma tion. I f you offer explanation, y ou cr eate mor e

work for y ourself and y ou risk boring those who alr eady know

the inf orma tion, which ma y negativ ely affect the lar ger view

those r eaders have of you and y our w ork. In the end, y ou

may want to c onsider ho w man y people need an explanation,

whether those pe ople ar e in your primar y audienc e (rather

than a secondar y audienc e), how much time y ou have to

comple te your wri ting, and an y length limi tations plac ed on

you.

Change the lev el of the inf orma tion y ou curr entl y have.

Even if y ou have the rig ht inf orma tion, y ou mig ht be explaining

it in a w ay tha t doesn Õt make sense to your audienc e. For

example, you wouldn Õt want to use hig hly advanced or

technic al vocabular y in a documen t f or f irst-gr ade studen ts

or even in a documen t f or a general audienc e, such as the

audienc e of a dail y newspaper , because most lik ely some (or

even all) of the audienc e wouldn Õt understand you.

Add exam ples to hel p r eaders under stand. Sometimes just

changing the le vel of inf orma tion y ou have isnÕt enough to

get your poin t acr oss, so you mig ht tr y adding an e xample.

1.(Rules adapted fr om David M cMurr eyÕs online te xt,

Power Tools for Technical Communication )
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If you are tr ying to e xplain a c omple x or abstr act issue to

an audienc e wi th a lo w education le vel, you mig ht o ffer a

metaphor or an analog y to some thing the y are mor e familiar

wi th to help them understand. Or , if you are wri ting f or an

audienc e that disagr ees with y our stanc e, you mig ht o ffer

examples tha t cr eate common gr ound and /or help them se e

your perspe ctiv e.

Change the lev el of your exam ples. Once youÕve decided to

include e xamples, you should mak e sure you arenÕt offering

examples your audienc e finds unac ceptable or c onfusing. F or

example, some te achers f ind personal stories unac ceptable in

academic wri ting, so y ou mig ht use a metaphor inste ad.

Change the or ganiza tion o f your inf orma tion. Again, you

mig ht have the c orr ect inf orma tion, but y ou mig ht be

presenting i t in a c onfusing or illog ical order. If you are wri ting

a paper about ph ysics for a ph ysics pr ofessor who has his

or her P hD, chances are you wonÕt need to beg in your paper

wi th a lot o f backgr ound. H owever, you pr obably would w ant

to include backgr ound inf orma tion in the beg inning o f your

paper if y ou were wri ting f or a f ellow studen t in an

intr oduc tor y physics class.

Str engthen tr ansi tions. You mig ht mak e decisions about

tr ansitions base d on y our audienc eÕs expectations. For

example, most te achers expect to f ind topic sen tenc es, which

serve as transitions be tween paragraphs. In a shor ter pie ce of

wri ting such as a memo to c o-w orkers, however, you would

probably be less concerned wi th topic sen tenc es and mor e

concerned wi th tr ansition w ords. In general, if you feel your

readers may have a hard time making c onnections, pr oviding

tr ansition w ords (e.g., ÒthereforeÓ or Òon the other handÓ) c an

help le ad them.

Wri te str onger in tr oductions Ð both f or the w hole

documen t and f or major sections. In general, readers lik e

to get the big pic tur e up fr ont. You can offer this in y our

intr oduc tion and thesis sta temen t, or in smaller in tr oduc tions
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to major se ctions wi thin y our documen t. However, you should

also consider ho w much time y our audienc e will ha ve to r ead

your documen t. I f you are wri ting f or a boss who alr eady works

long hours and has li t tle or no fr ee time, y ou wouldn Õt want to

wri te an in tr oduc tion tha t r ambles on f or t wo and a half pag es

before get ting in to the inf orma tion y our boss is looking f or.

Create topic sen tences f or par agraphs and par agraph

gr oups. A topic sen tenc e (the f irst sen tenc e of a paragraph)

func tions much the same w ay an in tr oduc tion does Ð i t o ffers

readers a pr eview of wha tÕs coming and ho w tha t inf orma tion

relates to the o verall documen t or y our o verall purpose. As

mentione d earlier , some readers will e xpect topic sen tenc es.

However, even if y our audienc e isnÕt expecting them, topic

sentenc es can make it easier for r eaders to skim y our

documen t while still g et ting the main ide a and the

connections be tween smaller ide as.

Change sentence sty le and leng th. Using the same t ypes

and lengths o f sentenc es can become boring af ter a while. I f

you alr eady worr y tha t your audienc e may lose in ter est in

your issue, y ou mig ht w ant to w ork on varying the t ypes of

sentenc es you use.

Use graphics, or use diff erent gr aphics. Graphics can be

another w ay to help y our audienc e visualize an abstr act or

comple x topic. Some times a gr aphic mig ht be mor e effectiv e

than a me taphor or step-b y-step e xplanation. Gr aphics may

also be an effectiv e choic e if you kno w your audienc e is going

to skim y our wri ting quickl y; a graphic c an be used to dr aw the

readerÕs eye to inf orma tion y ou want to hig hlig ht. However,

keep in mind tha t some audienc es may see graphics as

inappr opria te.
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Author

The f inal unique aspe ct o f anything wri t ten do wn is who i t is,

exactl y, that does the wri ting. I n some sense, this is the par t you

have the most c ontr ol overÐitÕs you who Õs wri ting, af ter all! Y ou

can harness the aspe cts of yourself tha t will mak e the te xt most

effectiv e to i ts audienc e, for i ts purpose.

Analyzing y ourself as an author allo ws you to mak e explici t wh y

your audienc e should pa y at ten tion to wha t you have to say, and

why the y should listen to y ou on the par ticular subje ct at hand.

Questions for Consideration

¥ What personal motiv ations do y ou have for wri ting about this

topic?

¥ What backgr ound kno wledge do you have on this subje ct

mat ter?

¥ What personal e xperienc es directl y relate to this subje ct? How

do those personal e xperienc es inf luenc e your perspe ctiv es on

the issue?

¥ What f ormal tr aining or pr ofessional experienc e do you have

related to this subje ct?

¥ What skills do y ou have as a communic ator? H ow can you

harness those in this pr oject?

¥ What should a udienc e members kno w about y ou, in or der to

trust wha t you have to tell them ? How will y ou convey tha t in

your wri ting ?
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8. Outcome: Global Wealth
and Poverty

Compare poverty throughout the world and
explain its consequences

What does i t me an to be poor? Does i t me an being a sing le mother

wi th t wo kids in N ew York City, waiting f or the ne xt paycheck in

order to bu y groceries? Does it me an living wi th almost no furni tur e

in your apar tmen t because your inc ome doesnÕt allow for extr as like

beds or chairs? Or does i t me an having to liv e wi th the distende d

bellies o f the chr onic ally malnourishe d thr oughout the peripher al

nations o f Sub-Sahar an Afric a and South Asia? Poverty has a

thousand fac es and a thousand gr adations; ther e is no sing le

def ini tion tha t pulls tog ether e very par t o f the spe ctrum. Y ou mig ht

feel you are poor if y ou canÕt afford cable tele vision or bu y your

own c ar. Every time y ou see a fellow studen t wi th a ne w laptop

and smar tphone y ou mig ht f eel tha t you, wi th y our ten-y ear-old

desktop c omputer , are barely keeping up. H owever, someone else

mig ht look a t the clothes y ou wear and the c alories y ou consume

and consider y ou rich.

What youÕll learn to do:

¥ Understand the dif ferences between relativ e, absolute, and

subjectiv e poverty

¥ Descri be the economic si tuation o f some of the w or ldÕs most

impo verished areas

¥ Explain the c yclic al impac t o f the c onsequences of poverty
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Learning Activities

The learning ac tivi ties f or this se ction include:

¥ Reading: Types o f Global Poverty

¥ Reading: Poverty Around the W or ld

¥ Reading: The I mpact o f Poverty

¥ Self-Che ck: Global Wealth and Poverty
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For this child at a r efugee camp in
Ethiopia, poverty and malnutrition ar e
a way of lif e. (Photo courtesy of DFID Ð
UK Department f or International
Development/f lickr )

9. Reading: The Impact of
Poverty

Consequences of Poverty

Not surprising ly, the

consequences of poverty are

often also c auses. The poor

often experienc e inadequate

healthc are, limi ted education,

and the inac cessibili ty of bir th

contr ol. But those born in to

these condi tions ar e incr edibly

challeng ed in their ef for ts to

break out sinc e these

consequences of poverty are

also causes of poverty,

perpe tuating a c ycle of disadvantage.

According to sociolog ists Neckerman and T orche (2007) in their

analysis of global ine quali ty studies, the c onsequences of poverty

are many. Neckerman and T orche have divide d them in to thr ee

areas. The first, terme d Òthe sedimen tation o f global ine quali ty,Ó

relates to the fac t tha t onc e poverty becomes entr enched in an

area, it is t ypic ally very dif f icult to r everse. As mentione d above,

poverty exists in a c ycle wher e the c onsequences and causes are

inter twine d. The second c onsequence of poverty is i ts ef fect on

physical and men tal he alth. Poor pe ople fac e physical health

challeng es, including malnutri tion and hig h infan t mor tali ty rates.

Mental he alth is also de trimen tall y affected by the emotional

str esses of poverty, wi th r elativ e depriv ation c arr ying the most

robust ef fect. Again, as wi th the ong oing ine quali ty, the ef fects of
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poverty on men tal and ph ysical health be come mor e entr enched

as time goes on. Neckerman and T orcheÕs thir d consequence of

poverty is the pr evalence of crime. Cr oss-nationall y, crime r ates are

higher, particular ly for violen t crime, in c ountries wi th hig her le vels

of inc ome ine quali ty (Fajnzylber, Lederman, and Loa yza 2002).

Slavery

While most o f us are accustome d to thinking o f slavery in terms o f

the an tebellum South, modern da y slavery goes hand-in-hand wi th

global ine quali ty. In shor t, slavery refers to an y situation in which

people ar e sold, tr eated as proper ty, or f orced to w ork for li t tle or

no pay. Just as in the pr e-Civil W ar Uni ted States, these humans ar e

at the mer cy of their emplo yers. Chattel sla ver y, the f orm o f slavery

once practic ed in the Americ an South, oc curs when one person

owns another as pr oper ty. Child slavery, which ma y include child

prosti tution, is a f orm o f chat tel slavery. In debt bondag e, or bonde d

labor , the poor ple dge themsel ves as servants in e xchange for the

cost o f basic necessities lik e tr anspor tation, r oom, and boar d. In

this sc enario, pe ople ar e paid less than the y are charged for r oom

and boar d. When tr avel is r equir ed, the y can arriv e in debt f or their

tr avel expenses and be unable to w ork their w ay fr ee, since their

wages do not allo w them to e ver get ahead.

The global w atchdog gr oup Anti-Sla very Interna tional r ecogniz es

other f orms o f slavery: human tr aff icking ( in which pe ople ar e

moved away fr om their c ommuni ties and f orced to w ork against

their will), child domestic w ork and child labor , and certain f orms o f

servile marriag e, in which w omen ar e li t tle mor e than cha t tel slaves

(Anti-Sla very Interna tional 2012).
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Further Research

People often think tha t the Uni ted States is immune to

the atr oci ty of human tr aff icking. Che ck out this link to

learn mor e about tr aff icking in the Uni ted States.

For mor e informa tion about the ong oing pr actic es of

slavery in the modern w or ld click here.

Practice

1. Slavery in the pr e-Civil W ar U.S. South most closel y

resembled

a. chat tel slavery

b. debt bondag e

c. relativ e poverty

d. peonage

Show Answer

a

2. In a U.S. town, a mining c ompany owns all the stor es

and most o f the houses. I t sells goods to the w orkers at

inf lated pric es, offers house r entals for t wic e what a

mor tgage would be, and mak es sure to always pay the

workers less than ne eded to c over food and r ent. Onc e the

workers are in debt, the y have no choic e but to c ontinue
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working f or the c ompany, since their skills will not tr ansfer

to a new posi tion. This si tuation most closel y resembles:

a. child sla very

b. chat tel slavery

c. debt slavery

d. servile marriag e

Show Answer

c

Show Glossary

chattel sla ver y:

a form o f slavery in which one person o wns another

debt bondag e:

the act o f people ple dging themsel ves as servants in exchange

for mone y for passage, and are subsequentl y paid too li t tle to

regain their fr eedom

Self-Check: Global Wealth and Poverty

YouÕll have mor e success on the Self -Che ck, if y ouÕve comple ted the

thr ee Readings in this se ction.

An inter active or media element has been excluded from

this ver sion of the text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ /libr ary.achievingthedr eam.org/bcccomposition /?p=31
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10. How to Write a Thesis
Statement

Whether y ou are wri ting a shor t essay or a doc tor al disser tation,

your thesis sta temen t will ar guably be the most dif f icult sen tenc e

to f ormula te. An ef fectiv e thesis sta temen t sta tes the purpose o f the

paper and, ther efore, func tions to c ontr ol, assert and struc tur e your

entir e argument . Without a sound thesis, y our ar gument may sound

weak, lacking in dir ection, and unin ter esting to the r eader.

Start with a question Ñ then make the answer
your thesis

Regardless of how complic ated the subje ct is, almost an y thesis c an

be construc ted by answering a question.

¥
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Question: ÒWhat ar e the benef its of using c omputers in a

four th-gr ade classroom?Ó

� Thesis: ÒComputer s allow f ourth gr aders an early

advantage in techno log ical and scien tif ic educa tion. Ó

¥ Question: ÒWhy is the M ississippi Ri ver so im portan t in M ark

TwainÕs Huckleberr y Finn ?ÓThesis: ÒThe ri ver comes to

symbo lize both di vision and pr ogr ess, as it separ ates our

char acter s and coun tr y while still pr oviding the best chance

for H uck and J im to g et to kno w one another .Ó

Question: ÒWhy do peop le seem to g et angr y at v egans, feminists,

and other Ômorall y rig hteousÕ subgroups?ÓThesis: ÒThr ough

careful socio log ical stud y, weÕve found tha t peop le natur all y

assume tha t Òmorall y rig hteousÓ people loo k down on them as

Òinferior ,Ó causing anger and conf lict w her e ther e gener all y is

none.Ó

Tailor your thesis to the type of paper youÕre
writing

Not all essays persuade, and not all essa ys teach. The goals of your

paper will help y ou f ind the best thesis.

¥ Analytical: Breaks down something to better examine and

under stand i t. Ex. ÒThis d ynamic betw een diff erent

gener ations spar ks m uch o f the p layÕs tension, as ag e

becomes a moti ve for the vio lence and unr est tha t r ocks King

Lear.Ó

Exposi tor y: Teaches or illumina tes a poin t. Ex. ÒThe exp losion o f

1800Õs philosop hies lik e Positi vism, M arxism, and D arwinism

undermined and r efu ted Christiani ty to instead f ocus on the r eal,

tang ible wor ld.ÓAr gumen tati ve: Makes a claim, or backs up an
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opinion, to chang e other peop lesÕ minds.Ex. ÒWithou t the stead y

hand and specif ic decisions o f Bar ack Obama, America w ould

never have recovered fr om the ho le i t en ter ed in the ear ly

2000Õs.Ó

Ensure your thesis is provable

Do not c ome

up wi th y our thesis and then look i t up la ter . The thesis is the end

poin t o f your r esearch, not the beg inning. You need to use a thesis

you can actuall y back up wi th evidenc e.

Good Theses Examples:

¥ ÒBy owning up to the impossi ble contr adictions, embr acing

them and questioning them, B lake forges his own fai th, and is

str onger for i t. Ultima tel y, the onl y way for his poems to ha ve

fai th is to tempor aril y lose i t.Ó

¥ ÒAccording to i ts well-documen ted beliefs and philosophies, an

existen tial socie ty wi th no notion o f ei ther past or futur e

cannot help but be come stagnan t.Ó

¥ ÒBy reading ÒOde to a Nig htingale Ó through a modern
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deconstruc tionist lens, w e can see how Keats viewed poetr y as

shif ting and subje ctiv e, not some rig id f orm.Ó

Bad Theses Examples:

¥ ÒThe wr ong people w on the Americ an Revolution. Ó While

striking and unique, who is Ò rig htÓ and who is ÒwrongÓ is

exceptionall y hard to pr ove, and very subjectiv e.

¥ ÒThe the or y of genetic inheri tanc e is the binding the or y of

every human in ter action.Ó Too complic ated and overzealous.

The scope of Òevery human in ter action Ó is just too big

¥ ÒPaul HardingÕs novel Tink ers is ultima tel y a cry for help fr om a

clearly depr essed author .Ó Unless you in ter viewed Harding

extensiv ely, or had a lot o f r eal-lif e sources, you have no way of

proving wha t is fac t and wha t is f iction.Ó

56 | How to W ri te a Thesis Statemen t



Get the sound right

You want your thesis sta temen t to

be iden tif iable as a thesis sta temen t. You do this b y taking a v ery

par ticular tone and using spe cif ic kinds o f phr asing and w ords. Use

words like ÒbecauseÓ and language which is f irm and def ini tiv e.

Example thesis sta temen ts wi th g ood sta temen t languag e include:

¥ ÒBecause of William the Conquer orÕs campaign in to Eng land,

that nation de veloped the str ength and cultur e it w ould ne ed

to eventuall y build the B ri tish Empir e.Ó

¥ ÒHeming way signif icantl y changed li ter atur e by normalizing

simplistic wri ting and fr ank tone.Ó

Know where to place a thesis statement

Because of the r ole thesis sta temen ts play, they appear at the

beginning o f the paper , usually at the end o f the f irst par agraph or

somewher e in the in tr oduc tion. Althoug h most pe ople look f or the

thesis at the end o f the f irst par agraph, i ts loc ation c an depend on a
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number o f factors such as ho w length y of an in tr oduc tion y ou need

before you can intr oduce your thesis or the length o f your paper .

Limit a thesis statement to one or two sentences
in length

Thesis statemen ts are clear and to the poin t, which helps the r eader

iden tif y the topic and dir ection o f the paper , as well as your posi tion

towards the subject.
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11. Essay 1 Prompt

For the f irst essay you should c omple te the f ollo wing tasks:

Task 1:

Read the f ollo wing on descriptiv e essays:

ht tps:/ / courses.lumenle arning.c om/eng lishc omp1v2xmaster/

chapter /def ini tional-ar gument-essay/

Task 2:

Go back to y our M odule 1 Discussion and look a t your def ini tion o f

the dif ferent t ypes of inequali ty and their c auses.

Task 3:

Find an e xample o f a social or e conomic ine quali ty either online, in

conversations wi th pe ople, or in y our dail y lif e in the ci ty.

Task 4:

In your essay descri be why you think y our e xample is a good

example o f the inequali ty based on y our orig inal def ini tion, the
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readings, and wha t w e discussed in class. You may also revise your

def ini tion if y ou do not think i t w as accur ate ini tiall y. In your essay

descri be the r easons why you think y our ini tial def ini tion w as not

accur ate.

Requirements:

500- 700 Words

Wri t ten in W ord documen t and uploade d on Blackboar d

10-12 Poin t TNR Font

Due:
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MODULE 4
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12. Reading: Theoretical
Perspectives on Social
Stratification

Functionalism

In sociolog y, the func tionalist perspe ctiv e examines ho w socie tyÕs

parts oper ate. According to func tionalism, dif ferent aspects of

society exist be cause they serve a needed purpose. W hat is the

func tion o f social str atif ication ?

In 1945, sociologists Kingsle y Davis and Wil ber t M oor e publishe d

the Davis-M oor e thesis , which ar gued tha t the gr eater the

func tional impor tanc e of a social r ole, the gr eater must be the

reward. The the or y posi ts tha t social str atif ication r epresents the

inher entl y unequal value of dif ferent w ork. Certain tasks in socie ty

are mor e valuable than others. Qualif ied people who f ill those

posi tions must be r ewarded mor e than others.

According to D avis and M oor e, a fir efighterÕs job is mor e

impor tant than, f or instanc e, a grocery stor e cashierÕs. The cashier

posi tion does not r equir e the same skill and tr aining le vel as

f ir efighting. W ithout the inc entiv e of hig her pay and bet ter benef its,

why would some one be willing to rush in to burning buildings? I f

pay levels were the same, the f ir efighter mig ht as well w ork as

a grocery stor e cashier. Davis and M oor e believed tha t r ewarding

mor e impor tant w ork wi th hig her le vels of inc ome, pr estige, and

power encour ages people to w ork harder and long er.

Davis and M oor e stated tha t, in most c ases, the degree of skill

requir ed for a job de termines tha t jobÕs impor tanc e. They also stated

that the mor e skill r equir ed for a job, the f ewer qualif ied people

ther e would be to do tha t job. Cer tain jobs, such as cle aning hall ways
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or answ ering phones, do not r equir e much skill. The emplo yees

donÕt need a college degree. Other w ork, lik e designing a hig hway

system or deliv ering a baby, requir es immense skill.

In 1953, Melvin Tumin c ounter ed the D avis-M oor e thesis in ÒSome

Principles o f Str atif ication: A Cri tic al Analysis.Ó Tumin questione d

what de termine d a jobÕs degree of impor tanc e. The Davis-M oor e

thesis does not e xplain, he ar gued, why a media personali ty wi th

li t tle education, skill, or talen t becomes famous and rich on a r eality

show or a c ampaign tr ail. The thesis also does not e xplain

inequali ties in the e ducation system or ine quali ties due to r ace

or gender . Tumin belie ved social str atif ication pr evented qualif ied

people fr om at tempting to f ill r oles (Tumin 1953). For example, an

underprivileg ed youth has less chanc e of becoming a scien tist, no

mat ter ho w smar t she is, because of the r elativ e lack of oppor tuni ty

available to her . The Davis-M oor e thesis also does not e xplain wh y a

basketball pla yer earns millions o f dollars a y ear when a doc tor who

saves lives, a soldier who f ights for othersÕ rights, and a te acher who

helps form the minds o f tomorr ow will lik ely not mak e millions o ver

the c ourse o f their c areers.

The Davis-M oor e thesis, thoug h open f or deba te, w as an early

at tempt to e xplain wh y str atif ication e xists. The thesis sta tes tha t

social str atif ication is ne cessary to pr omote e xcellenc e,

produc tivi ty, and eff icienc y, thus g iving pe ople some thing to striv e

for. Davis and M oor e believed tha t the system ser ves society as a

whole be cause it allo ws everyone to benef it to a c ertain e xten t.
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Conflict Theory

These people are protesting a decision made by Tennessee Technological
Univer sity in Cook eville, Tennessee, to lay off custodians and outsource the
jobs to a private f irm to avoid paying employee benef its. Private job agencies
often pay lower hour ly wages. Is the decision fair? (Photo courtesy of Brian
Stansberry/W ikimedia Commons )

Conf lic t the orists ar e deeply cri tic al of social str atif ication,

asserting tha t i t benef its onl y some people, not all o f socie ty. For

instanc e, to a conf lic t the orist, i t seems wr ong tha t a basketball

player is paid millions f or an annual c ontr act while a public school

teacher earns $35,000 a y ear. Str atif ication, c onf lic t the orists

believe, perpetuates ine quali ty. Conf lic t the orists tr y to bring

awareness to ine quali ties, such as ho w a rich socie ty can have so

many poor members.

Many conf lic t the orists dr aw on the w ork of Kar l Marx. During the

nine teenth-c entur y era of industrializa tion, Marx belie ved social

str atif ication r esulted fr om peopleÕs relationship to pr oduc tion.

People w ere divide d by a single line: the y either o wned factories or

worked in them. I n MarxÕs time, bour geois capitalists o wned hig h-
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producing businesses, fac tories, and land, as the y still do toda y.

Proletaria ts were the w orkers who perf orme d the manual labor

to pr oduc e goods. Upper -class c apitalists r aked in pr of its and got

rich, while w orking-class pr oletaria ts earned skimp y wages and

strugg led to sur vive. With such opposing in ter ests, the t wo groups

were divide d by dif ferences of wealth and po wer. Marx saw w orkers

experienc e deep alienation, isola tion and miser y resulting fr om

powerless status le vels (Marx 1848). Marx ar gued tha t pr oletaria ts

were oppr essed by the mone y-hungr y bour geois.

Today, while w orking c ondi tions ha ve impr oved, conf lic t the orists

believe that the str ained working r elationship be tween emplo yers

and emplo yees still e xists. Capi talists o wn the me ans of pr oduc tion,

and a system is in plac e to mak e business owners rich and k eep

workers poor . According to c onf lic t the orists, the r esulting

str atif ication cr eates class conf lic t. I f he w ere alive in toda yÕs

econom y, as it r ecovers fr om a pr olong ed recession, Marx w ould

likely have argued tha t the r ecession r esulted fr om the gr eed of

capitalists, satisf ied at the e xpense of working pe ople.

Symbolic Interactionism

Symbolic in ter actionism is a the or y tha t uses everyday in ter actions

of individuals to e xplain socie ty as a whole. Symbolic in ter actionism

examines str atif ication fr om a micr o-le vel perspe ctiv e. This analysis

striv es to explain ho w peopleÕs social standing af fects their e veryday

inter actions.

In most c ommuni ties, people in ter act primaril y wi th others who

share the same social standing. I t is pr ecisely because of social

str atif ication tha t people tend to liv e, work, and associate wi th

others lik e themsel ves, people who shar e their same inc ome level,

educational backgr ound, or r acial backgr ound, and e ven tastes in

food, music, and clothing. The built-in system o f social str atif ication

groups people tog ether . This is one o f the r easons why i t w as rare
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for a r oyal princ e like EnglandÕs Prince William to marr y a

commoner .

Symbolic in ter actionists also note tha t peopleÕs appearance

ref lects their per ceived social standing. H ousing, clothing, and

tr anspor tation indic ate social sta tus, as do hairst yles, taste in

accessories, and personal st yle.

(a) A group of construction wor kers on the job site, and (b) a group of
businessmen. What categories of str atif ication do these construction wor kers
share? How do construction wor kers differ fr om executives or custodians?
Who is more skilled? Who has greater pr estige in society? (Photo (a) courtesy
of Wikimedia Commons; Photo (b) courtesy of Chun Kit /f lickr )

To symbolic ally communic ate social standing, pe ople o ften engage

in conspicuous c onsumption , which is the pur chase and use of

certain pr oduc ts to mak e a social statemen t about sta tus. Carr ying

pric ey but e co-friendl y water bot tles could indic ate a person Õs social

standing. Some pe ople bu y expensive tr endy sneakers even thoug h

they will ne ver w ear them to jog or pla y spor ts. A $17,000 c ar

provides tr anspor tation as e asily as a $100,000 v ehicle, but the

luxur y car makes a social statemen t tha t the less e xpensive car

canÕt live up to. All these symbols o f str atif ication ar e wor th y of

examination b y an in ter actionist.
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Think It Over

1. Analyze the Davis-M oor e thesis. Do you agree wi th

Davis and Moor e? Does social stratif ication pla y an

impor tant func tion in socie ty? What examples can

you think o f tha t suppor t the thesis? W hat examples

can you think o f tha t r efute the thesis?

2. Consider social str atif ication fr om the symbolic

inter actionist perspe ctiv e. How does social

str atif ication inf luenc e the dail y in ter actions o f

individuals? H ow do systems o f class, based on

factors such as pr estige, power, income, and w ealth,

inf luenc e your o wn dail y routines, as w ell as your

beliefs and at ti tudes? Illustr ate your ide as with

specif ic examples and anecdotes fr om your o wn lif e

and the liv es of people in y our c ommuni ty.

Practice

1. The basic premise of the D avis-M oor e thesis is tha t the

unequal distri bution o f r ewards in social str atif ication:

a. is an outda ted mode o f societal or ganization

b. is an artif icial r ef lection o f society

c. serves a purpose in socie ty

d. cannot be justif ied

Show Answer
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c

2. Unlik e Davis and Moor e, Melvin Tumin belie ved tha t,

because of social str atif ication, some qualif ied people w ere

_______ hig her -le vel job posi tions.

a. denied the oppor tuni ty to obtain

b. encour aged to tr ain for

c. often f ir ed fr om

d. forced in to

Show Answer

a

3. Which sta temen t r epresents str atif ication fr om the

perspectiv e of symbolic in ter actionism ?

a. Men often earn mor e than w omen, even working

the same job.

b. After w ork, Pat, a janitor , feels mor e comf or table

eating in a truck stop than a F rench r estaurant.

c. Doctors e arn mor e money because their job is mor e

highly valued.

d. Teachers continue to strugg le to k eep benef its

such as health insur ance.

Show Answer

b

4. When Kar l Marx said w orkers experienc e alienation, he

meant tha t w orkers:

a. must labor alone, wi thout c ompanionship

b. do not f eel connected to their w ork

c. move from one geographical location to another
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d. have to put f or th self -ef for t to g et ahead

Show Answer

b

5. Conf lic t the orists vie w capitalists as those who:

a. are ambitious

b. fund social ser vices

c. spend mone y wisel y

d. get rich while w orkers stay poor

Show Answer

d

Show Glossary

conspicuous consum ption:

the act o f buying and using pr oduc ts to mak e a statemen t

about social standing

Davis-M oor e thesis:

a thesis tha t ar gues some social str atif ication is a social

necessity
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13. Reading: Theoretical
Perspectives on Global
Stratification

As with an y social issue, g lobal or other wise, scholars ha ve

developed a variety of the ories to stud y global str atif ication. The

two most widel y applie d perspe ctiv es are moderniza tion the or y and

dependenc y the or y.

Modernization Theory

According to moderniza tion theor y, low-inc ome countries ar e

affected by their lack o f industrializa tion and c an impr ove their

global economic standing thr ough (Armer and Ka tsillis 2010 ):

1. an adjustmen t o f cultur al values and at ti tudes to w ork

2. industrializa tion and other f orms o f economic gr owth

Cri tics poin t out the inher ent ethnoc entric bias o f this the or y. It

supposes all countries ha ve the same r esources and are capable

of follo wing the same pa th. I n addi tion, i t assumes tha t the g oal

of all c ountries is to be as ÒdevelopedÓ as possible. Ther e is no

room wi thin this the or y for the possi bili ty tha t industrializa tion and

technolog y are not the best g oals.

Ther e is, of course, some basis f or this assumption. D ata show

that core nations tend to ha ve lower maternal and child mor tali ty

rates, long er lif e spans, and less absolute po verty. It is also true

that in the poor est countries, millions o f people die fr om the lack

of clean drinking w ater and sani tation facili ties, which ar e benef its

most o f us tak e for gr anted. At the same time, the issue is mor e
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comple x than the numbers mig ht suggest. Cultur al equali ty, histor y,

communi ty, and local tr aditions ar e all at risk as moderniza tion

pushes in to peripher al countries. The challeng e, then, is to allo w the

benef its of moderniza tion while main taining a cultur al sensitivi ty to

what alr eady exists.

Dependency Theory

Dependency theor y was created in par t as a response to the

Western-c entric mindse t o f moderniza tion the or y. It sta tes tha t

global ine quali ty is primaril y caused by core nations (or hig h-

income nations ) exploi ting semi-peripher al and peripher al nations

(or middle-inc ome and lo w-inc ome nations ), which cr eates a cycle

of dependenc e (Hendricks 2010 ). As long as peripher al nations ar e

dependen t on c ore nations f or economic stimulus and ac cess to a

larger pie ce of the g lobal econom y, they will ne ver achie ve stable

and consisten t economic gr owth. Fur ther , the the or y states tha t

since core nations, as w ell as the W or ld Bank, choose which

countries to mak e loans to, and f or wha t the y will loan funds, the y

are creating hig hly segmented labor mar kets tha t ar e built to benef it

the dominan t mar ket countries.

At f irst g lance, it seems this the or y ignor es the f ormer ly low-

income nations tha t ar e now consider ed middle-inc ome nations

and are on their w ay to be coming hig h-inc ome nations and major

players in the g lobal econom y, such as China. But some dependenc y

theorists w ould sta te tha t i t is in the best in ter ests of core nations

to ensur e the long-term usefulness o f their peripher al and semi-

peripher al par tners. Follo wing tha t the or y, sociolog ists have found

that en ti ties ar e mor e likely to outsour ce a signif icant por tion o f a

companyÕs work if the y are the dominan t pla yer in the e quation; in

other w ords, companies w ant to se e their par tner c ountries he alth y

enough to pr ovide w ork, but not so he alth y as to establish a thr eat

(Caniels and Roeleveld 2009 ).
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Factory Girls

WeÕve examine d func tionalist and c onf lic t the orist

perspectiv es on global ine quali ty, as well as moderniza tion

and dependenc y the ories. How mig ht a symbolic

inter actionist appr oach this topic?

The book Factor y Gir ls: From Village to City in Changing

China , by Leslie T. Chang, provides this oppor tuni ty. Chang

follo ws t wo young w omen (Min and Chunming) emplo yed

at a handbag plan t. They help manufac tur e coveted purses

and bags for the g lobal mar ket. As part o f the gr owing

popula tion o f young people who ar e leaving behind the

homeste ads and farms o f rur al China, these f emale factor y

workers are ready to en ter the urban fr ay and pursue an

ambi tious inc ome.

Althoug h ChangÕs study is based in a to wn man y have

never heard of (Dongguan ), this ci ty pr oduces one-thir d of

all shoes on the plane t (Nik e and Reebok are major

manufac tur ers her e) and 30 per cent o f the w or ldÕs

computer disk driv es, in addi tion to an abundanc e of

apparel (Chang 2008).

But ChangÕs focus is center ed less on this g lobal

phenomenon on a lar ge scale, than on ho w i t af fects these

two women. As a symbolic in ter actionist w ould do, Chang

examines the dail y lives and inter actions o f Min and

ChunmingÑtheir w orkplace friendships, famil y

relationships, gadg ets and goodsÑin this e volving g lobal

space wher e young w omen c an leave tr adition behind and

fashion their o wn futur es. Their stor y is one tha t all pe ople,

not just scholars, c an learn fr om as we contempla te
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sociolog ical issues like global economies, cultur al tr aditions

and inno vations, and oppor tuni ties f or w omen in the

workforce.

Further Research

For mor e informa tion about e conomic moderniza tion,

check out the Hudson I nsti tute .

Learn mor e about economic dependenc y at the

Univ ersi ty of Texas Inequali ty Project.

Think It Over

1. Ther e is much cri ticism tha t moderniza tion the or y

is Eurocentric. Do y ou think dependenc y the or y is

also biased? Why, or wh y not?

2. Compar e and contr ast moderniza tion the or y and

dependenc y the or y. Which do y ou think is mor e

useful f or explaining g lobal ine quali ty? Explain, using

examples.
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Practice

1. One flaw in dependenc y the or y is the un willingness to

recogniz e _______.

a. that pr eviousl y low-inc ome nations such as China

have successfully developed their e conomies and c an

no long er be classif ied as dependent on c ore nations

b. that pr eviousl y high-inc ome nations such as China

have been economic ally overpo wered by low-inc ome

nations en tering the g lobal mar ketplac e

c. that countries such as China ar e growing mor e

dependen t on c ore nations

d. that countries such as China do not ne cessarily

want to be mor e like core nations

Show Answer

a

2. One f law in moderniza tion the or y is the un willingness

to r ecogniz e _________.

a. that semi-peripher al nations ar e incapable of

industrializing

b. that peripher al nations pr event semi-peripher al

nations fr om entering the g lobal mar ket

c. its inher ent ethnoc entric bias

d. the impor tanc e of semi-peripher al nations

industrializing

Show Answer

c
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3. If a sociolog ist says that nations e volve toward mor e

advanced technolog y and mor e comple x industr y as their

ci tiz ens learn cultur al values that celebr ate har d work and

success, she is using _______ the or y to stud y the g lobal

econom y.

a. moderniza tion the or y

b. dependenc y the or y

c. modern dependenc y the or y

d. evolutionar y dependenc y the or y

Show Answer

a

4. If a sociolog ist poin ts out tha t core nations domina te

the g lobal econom y, in par t by creating g lobal in ter est r ates

and in terna tional tarif fs that will ine vitabl y favor hig h-

income nations o ver lo w-inc ome nations, he is a:

a. func tionalist

b. dependenc y the orist

c. moderniza tion the orist

d. symbolic in ter actionist

Show Answer

b

5. Dependency the orists e xplain g lobal ine quali ty and

global str atif ication b y focusing on the w ay tha t:

a. core nations and peripher al nations e xploi t semi-

peripher al nations

b. semi-peripher al nations e xploi t core nations

c. peripher al nations e xploi t core nations

d. core nations e xploi t peripher al nations
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Show Answer

d

Show Glossary

dependency theor y:

a theor y which sta tes tha t g lobal ine qui ty is due to the

exploi tation o f peripher al and semi-peripher al nations b y core

nations

moderniza tion theor y:

a theor y tha t lo w-inc ome countries c an impr ove their g lobal

economic standing b y industrializa tion o f infr astruc tur e and a

shif t in cultur al at ti tudes to wards work

Self-Check: Theoretical Perspectives on
Stratification

YouÕll have mor e success on the Self -Che ck, if y ouÕve comple ted

both Readings in this se ction.

An inter active or media element has been excluded from

this ver sion of the text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ /libr ary.achievingthedr eam.org/bcccomposition /?p=36
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14. The Perfect Paragraph

As Michael H arvey wri tes, paragraphs are Òin essenceÑa form o f

punc tuation, and lik e other f orms o f punc tuation the y are meant

to mak e wri t ten ma terial easy to r ead.Ó1Effectiv e paragraphs are

the fundamen tal uni ts of academic wri ting; c onsequentl y, the

thoug htful, multifac eted arguments tha t your pr ofessors expect

depend on them. W ithout g ood par agraphs, you simpl y cannot

clearly convey sequential poin ts and their r elationships to one

another .

Many novice wri ters tend to mak e a sharp distinc tion be tween

conten t and st yle, thinking tha t a paper c an be str ong in one and

weak in the other , but f ocusing on or ganization sho ws how conten t

and style converge in deli berativ e academic wri ting. Your pr ofessors

will vie w even the most elegan t pr ose as rambling and te dious if

ther e isnÕt a careful, coher ent ar gument to g ive the te xt me aning.

Paragraphs are the Òstuf f Ó of academic wri ting and, thus, w or th our

at ten tion her e.

1.Michael H arvey, The Nuts and Bolts of College Writing ,

Second Edi tion (I ndianapolis, IN: H acket t Publishing,

2013), 70.
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Key Sentences (a.k.a. Topic Sentences)

In academic

wri ting, r eaders expect each paragraph to ha ve a sentenc e or t wo

that c aptur es its main poin t. TheyÕre often c alled Òtopic sentenc es,Ó

thoug h many wri ting instruc tors prefer to c all them Òkey

sentenc es.Ó There are at le ast t wo downsides o f the phr ase Òtopic

sentenc e.Ó First, i t mak es it seem lik e the par amoun t job o f tha t

sentenc e is simpl y to announc e the topic o f the par agraph. Second,

it mak es it seem lik e the topic sen tenc e must al ways be a single

grammatic al sentenc e. Calling i t a Òkey sentenc eÓ reminds us tha t

it expr esses the centr al idea of the par agraph. And sometimes a

question or a t wo-sen tenc e construc tion func tions as the k ey.

Key sentenc es in academic wri ting do t wo things. F irst, the y

establish the main poin t tha t the r est of the par agraph suppor ts.

Second, the y situate each paragraph wi thin the se quence of the

argument, a task tha t r equir es tr ansitioning fr om the prior

paragraph. Consider these t wo examples:2

2. Etiolog y is the c ause of a diseaseÑwhatÕs actuall y

happening in c ells and tissuesÑ while epidemiolog y is

the incidenc e of a disease in a population.
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Version A:

Now we turn to the epidemiolog ical evidenc e.

Version B:

The epidemiolog ical evidenc e provides compelling

suppor t f or the h ypothesis emer ging fr om etiolog ical

studies.

Both versions c onvey a topic; i tÕs pret ty easy to pr edic t tha t the

paragraph will be about epidemiolog ical evidenc e, but onl y the

second version establishes an ar gumentativ e poin t and puts i t in

context. The par agraph doesnÕt just describe the epidemiolog ical

evidenc e; it shows how epidemiolog y is telling the same stor y as

etiolog y. Similar ly, while Version A doesn Õt relate to an ything in

par ticular , Version B imme diatel y suggests tha t the prior par agraph

addresses the biolog ical path way (i.e. etiolog y) of a disease and

that the ne w par agraph will bolster the emer ging h ypothesis wi th

a dif ferent kind o f evidenc e. As a reader, itÕs easy to keep tr ack of

how the par agraph about c ells and chemic als and such r elates to the

paragraph about popula tions in dif ferent plac es.

A last thing to note about k ey sentenc es is that academic r eaders

expect them to be a t the beg inning o f the par agraph. (The f irst

sentenc e this par agraph is a good example o f this in ac tion!) This

placement helps r eaders compr ehend your ar gument. To see how,

tr y this: f ind an ac ademic pie ce (such as a textbook or scholar ly

article ) that strik es you as well wri t ten and g o thr ough par t o f i t

reading just the f irst sen tenc e of each paragraph. You should be

able to e asily follo w the se quence of log ic. When youÕre wri ting f or

professors, it is especiall y effectiv e to put y our k ey sentenc es first

because they usuall y convey your o wn orig inal thinking. I tÕs a very

good sign when y our par agraphs are typic ally composed of a telling

key sentenc e follo wed by evidenc e and explanation.

Knowing this c onvention o f academic wri ting c an help y ou both

read and wri te mor e effectiv ely. When youÕre reading a complic ated

academic pie ce for the f irst time, y ou mig ht w ant to g o thr ough

reading onl y the f irst sen tenc e or t wo of each paragraph to g et the
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overall outline o f the ar gument. Then y ou can go back and r ead all of

it wi th a cle arer pic tur e of how each of the de tails f it in. And when

youÕre wri ting, y ou may also f ind i t useful to wri te the f irst sen tenc e

of each paragraph (inste ad of a topic-base d outline ) to map out

a thor ough argument bef ore get ting immerse d in sen tenc e-le vel

wordsmi thing.

Cohesion and Coherence

With a k ey sentenc e established, the ne xt task is to shape the bod y

of your par agraph to be both c ohesive and coher ent. As Williams

and Bizup 3 explain, c ohesion is about the Òsense of f lowÓ (how each

sentenc e fits wi th the ne xt ), while c oher ence is about the Òsense of

the whole. Ó4

For the most par t, a text r eads smoothl y when i t conveys a

thoug htful and w ell or ganized argument or anal ysis. Focus f irst and

most on y our ide as, on crafting an ambi tious anal ysis. The most

useful guides ad vise you to f irst f ocus on get ting y our ide as on paper

and then r evising f or or ganization and w ord choic e later , refining

the anal ysis as you go. Thus, consider the ad vice here as if you

already have some rough text wri t ten and are in the pr ocess of

smoothing out y our pr ose to clarif y your ar gument f or both y our

reader and yourself.

3. Joseph M. Williams.and Joseph Bizup. Style: Lessons in

Clari ty and Grace 11th edi tion (N ew York: Longman,

2014), 68.� Joseph M. Williams and Joseph Bizup. Style:

Lessons in Clarity and Gr ace 11th edi tion (N ew York:

Longman, 2014), 68.�

4. Ibid., 71.
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Cohesion

Cohesion r efers to the f low fr om sentenc e to sentenc e. For

example, compar e these passages:

Version A:

Granovet ter beg ins by looking a t balanc e theor y. If an

actor , A, is strongly tie d to both B and C, i t is extr emely lik ely

that B and C ar e, sooner or la ter , going to be tie d to e ach

other , according to balanc e theor y (1973:1363).5 Bridg e ties

between cliques ar e always weak ties, Gr anovet ter ar gues

(1973:1364). Weak ties may not ne cessarily be bridg es, but

Granovet ter ar gues that bridg es will be w eak. If t wo actors

share a strong tie, the y will dr aw in their other str ong

relations and will e ventuall y form a clique. Onl y weak ties

that do not ha ve the str ength to dr aw tog ether all the

Òfriends of friendsÓ can connect people in dif ferent cliques.

Version B :

Granovet ter beg ins by looking a t balanc e theor y. In brief,

balance theor y tells us tha t if an ac tor , A, is strongly tie d

to both B and C, i t is extr emely lik ely tha t B and C ar e,

sooner or la ter , going to be tie d to e ach other (1973:1363).

Granovet ter ar gues that because of this, bridg e ties between

cliques ar e always weak ties (1973:1364). Weak ties may not

necessarily be bridg es, but Gr anovet ter ar gues that bridg es

will be w eak. This is because if t wo actors shar e a strong

tie, the y will dr aw in their other str ong r elations and will

eventuall y form a clique. The onl y way, ther efore, that

people in dif ferent cliques c an be connected is thr ough weak

5. The quote uses a version o f an ASA-st yle in-te xt ci tation

for Mar k S. Granovet ter , ÒThe Str ength o f Weak Ties,Ó

American Journal of Sociology 78 (1973): 1360-80.
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ties tha t do not ha ve the str ength to dr aw tog ether all the

Òfriends of friends. Ó6

Version A has the e xact same inf orma tion as v ersion B, but i t is

harder to r ead because it is less cohesive. Each sentenc e in version

B begins wi th old inf orma tion and bridg es to new inf orma tion.

The f irst

sentenc e establishes the k ey idea of balance theor y. The next

sentenc e begins wi th balanc e theor y and ends wi th social ties,

which is the f ocus of the thir d sentenc e. The concept o f weak ties

connects the thir d and f our th sen tenc es and concept o f cliques

the f if th and sixth sen tenc es. In Version A, in c ontr ast, the f irst

sentenc e focuses on balanc e theor y, but then the se cond sentenc e

makes a new poin t about social ties before telling the r eader tha t

the poin t comes fr om balanc e theor y. The reader has to tak e in a lot

of unfamiliar inf orma tion bef ore learning ho w i t f its in wi th familiar

concepts. Version A is c oher ent, but the lack o f cohesion mak es it

tedious to r ead.

The lesson is this: if y ou or others per ceive a passage youÕve

wri t ten to be a wkw ard or chopp y, even thoug h the topic is

consisten t, tr y rewri ting i t to ensur e that each sentenc e begins

wi th a familiar term or c oncept. I f your poin ts don Õt natur ally daisy-

6. Guif fr e. Communities and N etwor ks, 98.
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chain tog ether lik e the examples given her e, consider numbering

them. For example, you may choose to wri te, ÒProponen ts of the

legislation poin t to f our major benef its.Ó Then you could discuss f our

loosely related ideas without le aving your r eader w ondering ho w

they relate.

Coherence

While cohesion is about the sense o f f low, coher ence is about the

sense of the whole . For example, her eÕs a passage that is c ohesive

(fr om sentenc e to sentenc e) but lacks c oher ence:

Your social ne tworks and your loc ation wi thin them shape

the kinds and amoun t o f inf orma tion tha t you have access

to. I nforma tion is distinc t fr om data, in tha t mak es some

kind o f generalization about a person, thing, or popula tion.

Defensible generalizations about socie ty can be either

probabili ties ( i.e., statistics ) or pat terns (often fr om

quali tativ e analysis). Such pr obabili ties and pa t terns c an be

tempor al, spatial, or simultane ous.

Each
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sentenc e in the abo ve passage star ts wi th a familiar ide a and

progresses to a new one, but i t lacks c oher enceÑa sense of being

about one thing. Good wri ters o ften wri te passages like that when

theyÕre fr ee-wri ting or using the dr afting stag e to c ast a wide ne t f or

ideas. A wri ter w eighing the po wer and limi ts of social ne twork

analysis may fr ee-wri te something lik e that example and, fr om

ther e, develop a mor e specif ic plan f or summarizing k ey insig hts

about social ne tworks and then discussing them wi th r eference to

the c ore tenets of social scienc e. As a draft, an inc oher ent par agraph

often poin ts to a pr oduc tiv e line o f r easoning; one just has to

continue thinking i t thr ough in or der to iden tif y a clear

argumentativ e purpose f or each paragraph. With i ts purpose

def ined, each paragraph, then, be comes a lot e asier to wri te.

Coherent par agraphs arenÕt just about style; the y are a sign of a

thoug htful, w ell developed analysis.

The Wind-Up

Some guides advise you to end e ach paragraph wi th a specif ic

concluding sen tenc e, in a sense, to tr eat each paragraph as a kind

of mini-essa y. But tha tÕs not a widel y held c onvention. M ost w ell

wri t ten academic pie ces donÕt adhere to tha t struc tur e. The last

sentenc e of the par agraph should c ertainl y be in y our o wn w ords (as

in, not a quote ), but as long as the par agraph succeeds in c arr ying

out the task tha t i t has been assigned by i ts key sentenc e, you

donÕt need to w orr y about whe ther tha t last sen tenc e has an air of

conclusiv eness. For example, consider these par agraphs about the

cold fusion c ontr oversy of the 1980s that appeared in a best-selling

textbook :7

7.Harr y Collins and T revor Pinch, The Golem: What You
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The experimen t seemed str aightf orward and ther e were

plen ty of scien tists willing to tr y i t. Man y did. I t w as

wonderful to ha ve a simple labor ator y experimen t on fusion

to tr y after the de cades of embarr assing at tempts to c ontr ol

hot fusion. This ef for t r equir ed multi-billion dollar machines

whose every success seemed to be capped wi th an

unanticipa ted failur e. ÔCold fusion Õ seemed to pr ovide, as

Mar tin Fleischmann said during the c ourse o f tha t famous

Utah pr ess conference, Ôanother r oute ÕÑthe route o f li t tle

science.

In tha t example, the f irst and last sen tenc es in the par agraph are

somewhat symme tric al: the authors in tr oduce the ide a of accessible

science, contr ast i t wi th big scienc e, and bring i t back to the phr ase

Òlit tle scienc e.Ó HereÕs an example fr om the same chapter o f the

same book tha t does not ha ve any par ticular symme tr y:8

The strugg le between pr oponen ts and cri tics in a scien tif ic

contr oversy is always a strugg le for cr edibili ty. When

scientists mak e claims which ar e li ter ally ÔincredibleÕ, as in

the c old fusion c ase, they face an uphill strugg le. The

problem Pons and Fleischmann had to o vercome w as that

they had cr edibili ty as electr ochemists but not as nucle ar

physicists. And i t w as nuclear physics wher e their w ork was

likely to have its main impac t.

The last sen tenc e of the par agraph doesnÕt mirror the f irst, but

the par agraph still w orks just f ine. In general, every sentenc e of

academic wri ting should add some unique c onten t. Don Õt trouble

yourself wi th ha ving the last sen tenc e in every paragraph serve

Should Know About Science2nd ed. (Cambridg e: Canto,

1998), 58.

8. Ibid., 74.
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as a mini-c onclusion. I nstead, worr y about de veloping e ach poin t

suff icien tl y and making y our log ical sequence clear.

Conclusion: Paragraphs as Punctuation

To reiter ate the ini tial poin t, i t is useful to think o f par agraphs

as punctuation tha t or ganize your ide as in a readable way. Each

paragraph should be an irr eplaceable node wi thin a c oher ent

sequence of log ic. Thinking o f par agraphs as Òbuilding blocksÓ

evokes the Òfive-par agraph theme Ó structur e explaine d earlier : if

you have identic al stone blocks, i t har dly mat ters wha t or der the yÕre

in. In the suc cessful or ganically struc tur ed college paper, the

struc tur e and tone o f each paragraph ref lects i ts indispensable r ole

wi thin the o verall pie ce. Make every bi t count and ha ve each par t

situated wi thin the whole.

The Perf ect Paragraph | 87





PART VI

MODULE 5

Module 5 | 89





15. Introductions and
Conclusions

A key piece of advice many wri ters ei ther do not e ver get or don Õt

believe is that i tÕs not necessar y to wri te in tr oductions f ir st or

to wri te conclusions last. Just because the in tr oduc tion appe ars

f irst and the c onclusion appe ars last doesn Õt mean the y have to be

wri t ten tha t w ay. HereÕs a really tir ed metaphor to help e xplain: just

because you walk in to a building thr ough the door doesn Õt mean

the door w as built f irst. The f oundation w ent in f irst, e ven thoug h

you r arely if ever see that par t. And lots o f imperf ections in the

foundation and the w alls were covered up bef ore you even moved

in, so you canÕt see those ei ther unless y ou look closel y.

Introductions

Even thoug h a nearly inf ini te number o f topics and arr angements

is possible in Eng lish pr ose, intr oduc tions g enerally follo w one o f

several pat terns. I f youÕre wri ting a childr enÕs stor y, youÕd pr obably

star t wi th Òonce upon a time Ó or something similar . If youÕre wri ting

a research ar ticle in biome chanic al engineering, y ouÕd pr obably

star t wi th a sta temen t about ho w pr evious r esearch has examine d

the pr oblem o f loading soldiers wi th da ypacks on various surfac es,

including sand, c oncr ete, and r ailr oad ballast. These examples ar e

poles apar t, but their in tr oduc tions shar e very similar purposes:

they orien t their imag ined readers to the topic, time, and plac e.

In working to ward the o verall goal of orien ting r eaders,

intr oduc tions ma y

¥ Provide backgr ound about a topic.

¥ Locate r eaders in a specif ic time and /or plac e.

Intr oduc tions and Conclusions | 91



¥ Star t wi th a compelling quota tion or sta tisticÑsome thing

concr ete.

¥ Include an e thic al appeal, wi th which y ou (explici tl y or

implici tl y) show that youÕve done your homework and

are credible.

¥ Articula te a main claim /thesis.

¥ Lay out the stak es for the pie ce of wri tingÑtha t is, wh y the

reader should

bother r eading on.

The follo wing vide o addr esses how to do se veral of these things,

star ting wi th the v ery f irst sen tenc e of your in tr oduc tion.

A YouTube element has been excluded from this ver sion of the

text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ /libr ary.achievingthedr eam.org/bcccomposition /?p=39
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Conclusions

Conclusions usuall y

¥ Summariz e the ar gument (especiall y in long er pie ces of

wri ting)

¥ ÒBookendÓ a story tha t star ted in the in tr oduc tion

¥ Include an emotional appe al, wi th which y ou (explici tl y or

implici tl y) connect the ÒlogicÓ of the ar gument to a mor e

passionate reason intende d to sway the r eader

¥ Issue a call to ac tion

Ideally, a conclusion will w ork in tandem wi th an in tr oduc tion,

having some kind o f Òcall backÓ element to r emind y our r eader of the

powerful opening y ou pr ovided. Addi tional ad vice for c onclusions is

found in the f ollo wing vide o.

A YouTube element has been excluded from this ver sion of the
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text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ /libr ary.achievingthedr eam.org/bcccomposition /?p=39

94 | Intr oduc tions and Conclusions



16. The Great Recession

The Great Recession began, as most Americ an economic

catastr ophes began, wi th the bursting o f a speculativ e bubble.

Thr oughout the 1990s and in to the ne w millennium, home pric es

continue d to climb, and f inancial ser vices firms look ed to c ash in

on wha t seemed to be a safe but lucr ativ e investmen t. Especiall y

after the dot-c om bubble burst, in vestors searched for a secur e

investmen t tha t w as roote d in cle ar value and not tr endy

technolog ical speculation. And what could be mor e secur e than

real estate? But mor tgage companies began wri ting incr easingly

risky loans and then bundling them tog ether and selling them o ver

and over again, sometimes so quickl y tha t i t became dif f icult to

determine e xactl y who o wned what. Decades of lax r egulation had

again enabled risky business pr actic es to domina te the w or ld of

Americ an f inanc e. When Americ an homeowners began to defa ult

on their loans, the whole system tumble d quickl y. Seeming ly solid

f inancial ser vices firms disappe ared almost o vernig ht. In or der to

prevent the crisis fr om spr eading, the f ederal governmen t pour ed

billions o f dollars in to the industr y, propping up hobble d banks.

Massive giveaways to bank ers cr eated shock w aves of r esentmen t

thr oughout the r est of the c ountr y. On the Rig ht, conservativ e

members o f the T ea Party decrie d the cr onyism o f an Obama

administr ation f ille d wi th f ormer W all Str eet executiv es. The same

energies also motiv ated the O ccupy Wall Str eet mo vement, as

mostl y young lef t-le aning N ew Yorkers pr otesting an Americ an

econom y tha t seemed overwhelming ly tilte d to ward Òthe one

percent.Ó

The Great Recession onl y magnif ied already rising inc ome and

wealth ine quali ties. According to the Chief I nvestmen t Of f icer at

JPMorgan Chase, the largest bank in the Uni ted States, Òprofit

margins have reached levels not seen in de cades,Ó and Òreductions

in w ages and benef its explain the majori ty of the ne t impr ovement.Ó
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A study fr om the Congr essional Budget authori ty found tha t sinc e

the la te 1970s, after -tax benef its of the w ealthiest 1% grew by over

300%. The ÒaverageÓ AmericanÕs benefits had gr own 35%.

Economic tr ends have dispr opor tiona tel y and objectiv ely benef ited

the w ealthiest Americ ans. Still, despi te some poli tic al rhetoric,

Americ an frustr ation has not g enerated anything lik e the social

unr est of the e arly twentie th c entur y. A weakened labor mo vement

and a str ong conservativ e base continue to st ymie serious a t tempts

at r edistri buting w ealth. Occupy Wall Str eet managed to g enerate a

fair number o f headlines and shif t public discussion a way fr om

budget cuts and to ward inequali ty, but i ts membership amoun ted

to onl y a fraction o f the far mor e inf luential and mone y-driv en Tea

Party. Its pr esence on the public stag e was fleeting.

The Great Recession, however, was not. While Americ an banks

quickl y recovered and r ecaptur ed their ste ady pr of its, and the

Americ an stock mar ket climbe d again to ne w heig hts, Americ an

workers continue d to lag. Job growth w ould r emain miniscule and

unemplo yment r ates would r emain stubbornl y high. Wages froze,

meanwhile, and w ell-pa ying full-time jobs tha t w ere lost w ere too

often r eplaced by low-pa ying, par t-time w ork. A generation o f

workers coming o f age wi thin the crisis, mor eover, had been

savaged by the economic c ollapse. Unemplo yment among y oung

Americ ans hovered for years at r ates nearly double the na tional

average.
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17. New Horizons

Much public c ommen tar y in the e arly t wenty-f irst c entur y

concerned the Òmillennials, Ó the new generation tha t had c ome of

age in the ne w millennium. Commen tators, demogr aphers, and

poli tic al pr ognostic ators c ontinue to ask wha t the ne w generation

will bring. P ollsters ha ve found c ertain f eatur es that distinguish

the millennials fr om older Americ ans. They are, the pollsters sa y,

mor e diverse, mor e liberal, less relig ious, and wr acked by economic

insecuri ty.

Millennial a t ti tudes to ward homose xuali ty and gay marriag e

ref lect one o f the most dr amatic chang es in popular a t ti tudes

toward recent years. After de cades of advocacy, at ti tudes o ver the

past t wo decades have shif ted rapidl y. Gay char actersÐand

characters wi th depth and c omple xi tyÐcan be found acr oss the

cultur al landscape and, while na tional poli ticians ha ve refused to

advocate f or i t, a majori ty of Americ ans now favor the legaliza tion o f

gay marriag e.

Even as anti-immigr ant ini tia tiv es like California Õs Proposi tion 187

(1994) and Ariz onaÕs SB1070 (2010) ref lected the anxie ties o f many,

younger Americ ans proved far mor e comf or table wi th immigr ation

and div ersi tyÐwhich mak es sense, given tha t the y are the most

diverse Americ an generation in living memor y. Since Lyndon

Johnson Õs Great Society li beralized immigr ation la ws, the

demogr aphics o f the Uni ted States have been tr ansforme d. In 2012,

nearly one-quar ter o f all Americ ans were immigr ants or the sons

and daughters o f immigr ants. Half came fr om Latin Americ a. The

ongoing ÒHispaniciza tion Ó of the Uni ted States and the e ver

shrinking pr opor tion o f non-H ispanic whi tes have been the most

talk ed about tr ends among demogr aphic obser vers. By 2013, 17%

of the na tion w as Hispanic. I n 2014, Latinos surpasse d non-L atino

whi tes to be came the lar gest ethnic gr oup in Calif ornia. I n Texas,

the imag e of a whi te cowboy hardly captur es the demogr aphics
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of a Òminori ty-majori tyÓ state in which H ispanic T exans will soon

become the lar gest ethnic gr oup. For the ne arly 1.5 million pe ople

of TexasÕs Rio Grande Valley, for instanc e, wher e a majori ty of

residents speak Spanish at home, a full thr ee-f our ths o f the

popula tion is bilingual. P oli tic al commen tators o ften w onder wha t

poli tic al tr ansforma tions these popula tions will bring about when

they come of age and begin voting in lar ger numbers.

Younger Americ ans are also mor e concerned about the

envir onmen t and clima te chang e, and yet, on tha t fr ont, li t tle has

changed. In the 1970s and 1980s, exper ts substan tia ted the the or y

of anthr opogenic (human-c aused) global w arming. E ventuall y, the

most inf luential o f these panels, the UNÕs Inter governmen tal Panel

on Clima te Change (IPCC) conclude d in 1995 that ther e was a

Òdiscernable human inf luenc e on global clima te.Ó This conclusion,

thoug h stated conservativ ely, was by tha t poin t essentiall y a

scientif ic consensus. By 2007, the IPCC consider ed the e videnc e

ÒunequivocalÓ and warned tha t Òunmi tiga ted clima te chang e would,

in the long term, be lik ely to e xceed the c apacity of natur al,

managed and human systems to adapt. Ó

Climate chang e became a permanen t and major topic o f public

discussion and polic y in the t wenty-f irst c entur y. Fueled by popular

coverage, most notabl y, perhaps, the documen tar y An Inconvenient

Truth , based on Al Gor eÕs book and pr esentations o f the same name,

clima te chang e enter ed much o f the Americ an lef t. And y et

Americ an public opinion and poli tic al action still lagg ed far behind

the scien tif ic consensus on the dang ers of global w arming.

Conservativ e poli ticians, c onservativ e, think tanks, and ener gy

companies w aged war against to so w questions in the minds o f

Americ ans, who r emain divide d on the question, and so man y

others.

Much o f the r esistance to addr essing clima te chang e is economic.

As Americans look o ver their shoulder a t China, man y refuse to

sacrif ice imme diate economic gr owth f or long-term en vir onmen tal

securi ty. Twenty-f irst c entur y relations wi th China ar e

characteriz ed by contr adictions and in ter dependenc e. After the
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collapse of the Soviet Union, China r einvigorated i ts ef for ts to

moderniz e its countr y. By li berating and subsidizing much o f i ts

econom y and dr awing enormous f oreign in vestmen ts, China has

posted enormous gr owth r ates during the last se veral decades.

Enormous ci ties rise b y the da y. In 2000 China had a gr oss domestic

produc t ar ound an eig hth the siz e of the Uni ted States. Based on

growth r ates and tr ends, analysts suggest tha t China Õs econom y will

bypass the Uni ted StatesÕ soon. American concerns about China Õs

poli tic al system have persiste d, but mone y sometimes spe aks

mat ters mor e to Americ ans. China has become one o f the c ountr yÕs

leading tr ade partners. Cultur al exchange has incr eased, and mor e

and mor e Americ ans visit China e ach year, wi th man y set tling do wn

to w ork and stud y. Conf lic t between the t wo societies is not

inevitable, but manag ing bila ter al relations will be one o f the gr eat

challeng es of the ne xt de cade. It is but one o f several aspects of the

wor ld confr onting Americ ans of the t wenty-f irst c entur y.
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18. Essay 2 Prompt

For the se cond essay you should c omple te the f ollo wing tasks.

Task 1:

Read the f ollo wing on illustr ativ e essays:

ht tps:/ / courses.lumenle arning.c om/eng lishc omp1v2xmaster/

chapter /in tr oduc tion-to-illustr atione xample-essa y/

Task 2:

Go back thr ough the r eadings on ine quali ty and your e xample o f i t

in essay 1.

Task 3:

Wri te an essay in which y ou illustr ate wha t ine quali ty looks lik e in

the par ticular si tuation y ou chose and suppor t this wi th at le ast t wo

outside sour ces.
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Requirements:

500- 1000 Words

Wri t ten in W ord documen t and uploade d on Blackboar d

10-12 Poin t TNR Font

Two outside sour ces cited using ML A style

Due:
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19. Higher Order Concerns
for Editing

Introduction

Regardless of wri tersÕ levels of experienc e or ar eas of exper tise,

many strugg le wi th r evision, a componen t o f the wri ting pr ocess

that enc ompasses everything fr om tr ansforma tiv e changes in

conten t and ar gumentation to minor c orr ections in gr ammar and

punc tuation. P erhaps because revision in volves so many forms o f

modif ication, i t is the f ocus of most scien tif ic wri ting guides and

handbooks. Revision c an be daunting; ho w does one pr ogress from

ini tial dr afts (called Òrough dr aftsÓ for good r eason) to a polishe d

piece of scholar ly wri ting ?

Developing a pr ocess for r evision c an help wri ters pr oduce

thoug htful, polishe d texts and gr ow their wri t ten c ommunic ation

skills. Consider , then, a systematic appr oach to r evision, including

str ateg ies to emplo y at every step o f the pr ocess.
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A System for Approaching Revision

Generally, revision should be

approached in a top-do wn manner b y addr essing hig her-or der

concerns (H OCs) before moving on to lower-or der concerns

(LOCs). In wri ting studies, the term Òhig her or derÓ is used to denote

major or g lobal issues such as thesis, ar gumentation, and

organization, wher eas Òlower or derÓ is used to denote minor or

local issues such as grammar and me chanics.1The mor e analytic al

work of r evising H OCs often has r amif ications f or the en tir e piece.

Perhaps in r efining the ar gument, a wri ter will r ealize that the

discussion se ction does not full y consider the stud yÕs implic ations.

Or, a wri ter will tr y a new or ganizational scheme and f ind tha t a

1.McAndr ew DA, Registad TJ. Tutoring writing: a pr actical

guide for conferences. Por tsmouth (NH): Bo ynton /Cook;

2001.
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paragraph no long er f its and should be cut. S uch r evisions ma y have

far -r eaching implic ations f or the te xt.

Dedicating time to t weaking w ording or c orr ecting gr ammatic al

err ors is unpr oduc tiv e if the sen tenc e will be chang ed or dele ted.

Focusing on H OCs before LOCs allows wri ters to r evise mor e

effectiv ely and ef f icien tl y.

Revision Strategies

Bearing in mind the g eneral system o f r evising fr om HOCs to LOCs,

you can emplo y several revision str ateg ies.

¥ Begin b y evaluating ho w your ar gumen t addr esses your

rhetorical si tua tion Ñtha t is, the spe cif ic context surr ounding

your wri ting, including the a udienc e, exigence, and

constr aints.2

� For example, you may wri te an ar ticle descri bing a new

tr eatmen t. I f the tar get journalÕs audienc e comes fr om a

variety of disciplines, y ou may need to include substan tial

backgr ound explanation, c onsider the implic ations f or

practi tioners and scholars in multiple f ields, and def ine

technic al terms. By contr ast, if you are addressing a highly

specializ ed audienc e, you may be able to dispense wi th

many of the backgr ound explanations and def ini tions

because of your shar ed knowledge base. You may consider

the implic ations onl y for specialists, as the y are your

primar y audienc e. Because this sor t o f r evision af fects the

entir e text, beg inning b y analyzing y our r hetoric al

2. Bitzer L. "The r hetoric al situation." Philos Rhetoric 1968; 1

(1): 1-14.
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situation is ef fectiv e.

¥ Analyze your thesis or main ar gumen t f or clari ty .

¥ Evaluate the g lobal or ganiza tion o f your text b y wri ting a

reverse outline . Unlik e tr aditional outlines, which ar e wri t ten

before drafting, r everse outlines r ef lect the c onten t o f wri t ten

drafts.

� In a separate documen t or in y our te xtÕs margins, record

the main ide a of each paragraph. Then, consider whe ther

the or der o f your ide as is logical. This method also will

help you iden tif y ideas that ar e out o f place or digr essive.

You may also evaluate or ganization b y prin ting the te xt

and cut ting i t up so tha t each paragraph appears on a

separate pie ce of paper . You may then e asily reorder the

paragraphs to test dif ferent or ganizational schemes.

Completing a Post-Draft Outline

The r everse outline men tione d above is also known as a post -dr aft

outline . Guidance for ho w to c omple te one f or an en tir e essay dr aft,

as well as for an individual pr oblematic par agraph, are found in this

presentation.
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20. Who Governs? Elitism,
Pluralism, and Tradeoffs

Learning Objectives

By the end o f this se ction, y ou will be able to:

¥ Descri be the plur alism-eli tism deba te

¥ Explain the tr adeoffs perspectiv e on governmen t

The Uni ted States allows i ts ci tiz ens to par ticipa te in g overnmen t

in man y ways. The Uni ted States also has many dif ferent le vels and

branches of governmen t tha t any ci tiz en or gr oup mig ht appr oach.

Many people tak e this as evidenc e that U.S. citiz ens, especiall y as

represented by competing gr oups, are able to inf luenc e governmen t

actions. Some poli tic al the orists, ho wever, argue tha t this is not the

case. They claim tha t onl y a handful o f economic and poli tic al eli tes

have any inf luenc e over governmen t.

ELITISM VS. PLURALISM

Many Americ ans fear tha t a set o f eli te ci tiz ens is really in char ge of

governmen t in the Uni ted States and tha t others ha ve no inf luenc e.

This belief is c alled the eli te theor y of governmen t. In contr ast to

that perspe ctiv e is the plur alist theor y of governmen t, which sa ys

that poli tic al power r ests wi th c ompeting in ter est gr oups who shar e

inf luenc e in governmen t. Plur alist the orists assume tha t ci tiz ens
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The four most r ecent U.S. presidents
have all graduated fr om an Ivy League
univer sity .

who w ant to g et in volved in the system do so be cause of the gr eat

number o f access points to g overnmen t. That is, the U .S. system,

wi th several levels and br anches, has many places wher e people and

groups can engage the governmen t.

The foremost suppor ter o f eli te the or y was C. Wrig ht M ills . In his

book, The Power Elite , Mills ar gued tha t governmen t w as contr olled

by a combina tion o f business, mili tar y, and poli tic al eli tes.1

Most ar e highly educated, often gr aduating fr om pr estig ious

univ ersi ties. According to eli te the or y, the w ealth y use their po wer

to c ontr ol the na tion Õs econom y in such a w ay tha t those belo w

them c annot ad vance economic ally. Their w ealth allo ws the eli te to

secur e for themsel ves impor tant posi tions in poli tics. The y then use

this po wer to mak e decisions and alloc ate r esources in ways that

benef it them. P oli ticians do the bidding o f the w ealth y inste ad of

at tending to the ne eds of or dinar y people, and or der is main taine d

by force. Indeed, those who fa vor governmen t by the eli te belie ve

the eli te ar e bet ter f it to g overn and tha t average citiz ens are

conten t to allo w them to do so. 2

In appar ent suppor t o f the

eli te perspe ctiv e, one-thir d of

U.S. presidents have at tende d

Ivy League schools, a much

higher per centage than the r est

of the U .S. population. 3

1.C. Wrig ht Mills. 1956. The Power Elite . New York: Oxford

Univ ersi ty Press.

2. Jack L. Walker. 1966. "A Cri tique o f the Eli tist The or y of

Democr acy," The American Political Science Review 60,

No. 2: 295.

3. The Ivy League is technic ally an athle tic c onference in
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All four o f the most r ecent U.S. presidents at tende d Ivy League

schools such as H arvard, Yale, or Columbia. Among members o f the

House of Representativ es, 93 percent have a bachelorÕs degree, as

do 99 per cent o f members o f the Senate.4

Fewer than 40 per cent o f U.S. adults have even an associateÕs

degree.5

The majori ty of the men and w omen in Congr ess also engaged in

either sta te or loc al poli tics, w ere business people, or pr actic ed law

before being elected to Congr ess.6

Approximatel y 80 per cent o f both the Sena te and the H ouse of

Representativ es are male, and fewer than 20 per cent o f members o f

Congr ess are people o f color . The nation Õs laws are made primaril y

by well-e ducated whi te male pr ofessionals and businessmen.

the N or theast comprise d of spor ts te ams from eig ht

insti tutions o f hig her educationÑ Brown Univ ersi ty,

Columbia Univ ersi ty, Cornell Univ ersi ty, Dartmouth

College, Harvard Univ ersi ty, Universi ty of Pennsylvania,

Princ eton Univ ersi ty, and Yale Universi tyÑho wever, the

term is also use d to c onnote ac ademic excellenc e or

social eli tism.

4. Jennif er E. Manning, "M embership o f the 113th Congress:

A Profile," Congressional Research Service, p. 5 (Table 5),

November 24, 2014.

5. Kyla Calvert Mason. 22 April 2014. "Percentage of

Americ ans wi th Colleg e Degrees Rises, Paying f or

Degrees Tops Financial Challeng es,"

ht tp:/ / www.pbs.org/ne wshour /rundo wn/per centage-

americ ans-c ollege-degr ees-rises-pa ying-degr ees-tops-

f inancial-challeng es/.

6. Manning, p. 3 (T able 2).
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This pictur e depicts the fair ly unif orm natur e of Congress. Most are men, and
nearly all ar e white. Members of Congress also tend to resemble one another
in terms of income and level of education.

The makeup of Congr ess is impor tant because race, sex, profession,

education, and socioe conomic class ha ve an impor tant ef fect on

peopleÕs poli tic al in ter ests. For example, chang es in the w ay taxes

are levied and spen t do not af fect all ci tiz ens equally. A flat tax,

which g enerally requir es that everyone pay the same per centage

rate, hur ts the poor mor e than i t does the rich. I f the inc ome tax

rate w as flat at 10 percent, all Americ ans would ha ve to pay 10

percent o f their inc ome to the f ederal governmen t. Someone who

made $40,000 a y ear would ha ve to pay $4,000 and be lef t wi th onl y

$36,000 to liv e on. Someone who made $1,000 ,000 w ould ha ve to

pay $100,000 , a greater sum, but he or she w ould still be lef t wi th

$900,000 . People who w ere not w ealth y would pr obably pay mor e

than the y could c omf or tabl y afford, while the w ealth y, who c ould

afford to pa y mor e and still liv e well, would not se e a real impac t on

their dail y lives. Similar ly, the alloc ation o f r evenue affects the rich
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and the poor dif ferentl y. Giving mor e money to public e ducation

does not benef it the w ealth y as much as i t does the poor , because

the w ealth y are mor e likely than the poor to send their childr en to

priv ate schools or to a t le ast have the option o f doing so. H owever,

bet ter funde d public schools ha ve the poten tial to gr eatl y impr ove

the up ward mobili ty of members o f other socioe conomic classes

who ha ve no other option than to send their childr en to public

schools.

Curr entl y, mor e than half o f the members o f Congr ess are

millionair es; their me dian ne t w or th is just o ver $1 million, and some

have much mor e.7

As of 2003, mor e than 40 per cent o f Congr ess sent their childr en

to priv ate schools. Ov erall, onl y10 percent o f the Americ an

popula tion does so. 8

Ther efore, a Congress dominated by millionair es who send their

childr en to priv ate schools is mor e likely to belie ve that f lat tax es

are fair and tha t incr eased funding f or public e ducation is not a

necessity. Their e xperienc e, however, does not r ef lect the

experienc e of average Americ ans.

Plur alist the or y rejects this appr oach, arguing tha t althoug h ther e

are eli te members o f socie ty the y do not c ontr ol governmen t.

Instead, plur alists ar gue, poli tic al power is distri bute d thr oughout

society. Rather than r esting in the hands o f individuals, a v ariety

of or ganized groups hold po wer, wi th some gr oups having mor e

7.Alan Rappepor t, "Making i t Rain: Members o f Congr ess

Are Mostl y Millionair es," New York Times, 12 January

2016.

8. Grace Chen. "How Man y Poli ticians Send Their Kids to

Public Schools?" ht tp:/ / www.publicschoolr eview.com/

blog/ho w-man y-poli ticians-send-their -kids-to-public-

schools (Februar y 18, 2016).
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inf luenc e on certain issues than others. Thousands o f in ter est

gr oups exist in the Uni ted States.9

Approximatel y 70Ð90 percent o f Americ ans repor t belong ing to a t

least one gr oup.10

According to plur alist theor y, people wi th shar ed in ter ests will

form gr oups in or der to mak e their desir es known to poli ticians.

These groups include such en ti ties as envir onmen tal advocates,

unions, and or ganizations tha t r epresent the in ter ests of various

businesses. Because most pe ople lack the inclina tion, time, or

exper tise ne cessary to de cide poli tic al issues, these groups will

speak for them. As gr oups compete wi th one another and f ind

themsel ves in conf lic t r egarding impor tant issues, governmen t

polic y begins to tak e shape. In this w ay, governmen t polic y is shaped

fr om the bot tom up and not fr om the top do wn, as we see in eli tist

theor y. Rober t Dahl , author o f Who Governs?, was one of the f irst to

advance the plur alist the or y, and argued tha t poli ticians se eking an

Òelector al payoffÓ are at ten tiv e to the c oncerns o f poli tic ally activ e

ci tiz ens and, thr ough them, be come acquain ted wi th the ne eds of

ordinar y people. They will a t tempt to g ive people wha t the y want in

exchange for their v otes.11

9. "The Non-Go vernmen tal Or der: Will N GOs Democr atise,

or M erely Disrupt, Global Go vernanc e?" The Economist,

9 December 1999.

10.Ronald J. Hrebenar. 1997. Inter est Group Politics in

America , 3rd ed. New York: Routle dge, 14; Clive S.

Thomas. 2004. Research Guide to U.S. and International

Inter est Groups. Westpor t, CT: Praeger, 106.

11.Dahl, Who Governs? 91Ð93.
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The Center f or Responsive Poli tics is a

non-par tisan r esearch gr oup tha t pr ovides data on who

gives to whom in ele ctions. V isi t OpenSecrets.or g:

Center f or Responsive Poli tics to tr ack campaign

contri butions, c ongr essional bills and c ommi t tees, and

inter est groups and lobb yists.

THE TRADEOFFS PERSPECTIVE

Althoug h eli tists and plur alists pr esent poli tic al inf luenc e as a tug-

of-w ar wi th pe ople at opposi te ends o f a rope tr ying to gain c ontr ol

of governmen t, in r eality governmen t action and public polic y are

inf luenc ed by an ongoing series o f tr adeoffs or c ompr omises. For

instanc e, an action tha t will me et the ne eds of lar ge numbers o f

people may not be fa vored by the eli te members o f socie ty. Giving

the eli te wha t the y want may in terf ere wi th plans to help the poor .

As plur alists ar gue, public polic y is cr eated as a result o f competi tion

among gr oups. In the end, the in ter ests of both the eli te and the

people lik ely inf luenc e governmen t action, and c ompr omises will

often at tempt to ple ase them both.

Since the fr aming o f the U .S. Constitution, tr adeoffs have been

made between those who fa vor the supr emacy of the c entr al

governmen t and those who belie ve that sta te governmen ts should

be mor e powerful. Should sta te governmen ts be able to r espond

to the desir es of ci tiz en groups by legalizing the use o f marijuana ?
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Should the na tional g overnmen t be able to close businesses tha t sell

marijuana e ven in sta tes wher e it is legal? Should those who c ontr ol

the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the N ational Se curi ty

Agency (NSA) be allowed to e avesdrop on phone c onversations o f

Americ ans and read their email? Should gr oups lik e the Americ an

Civil Li ber ties Union ( ACLU), which pr otect all ci tiz ensÕ rights to

fr eedom o f speech, be able to pr event this?

Many of the tr adeoffs made by governmen t ar e about fr eedom o f

speech. The Fir st Amendmen t of the Consti tution g ives Americ ans

the rig ht to e xpr ess their opinions on ma t ters o f concern to them;

the f ederal governmen t c annot in terf ere wi th this rig ht. Because

of the Fourteen th A mendmen t , state governmen ts must pr otect

this rig ht also. At the same time, nei ther the f ederal governmen t

nor sta te governmen ts can allow someoneÕs rig ht to fr ee expr ession

to in terf ere wi th some one elseÕs abili ty to e xercise his or her o wn

rig hts. For example, in the Uni ted States, i t is legal f or w omen

to have abortions. Man y people oppose this rig ht, primaril y for

relig ious r easons, and often pr otest outside facili ties tha t pr ovide

abor tions. I n 200 7, the sta te o f Massachuset ts enacted a law tha t

requir ed pr otestors to stand thir ty-f ive feet away fr om clinic

entr ances. The inten tion w as to pr event w omen seeking abor tions

fr om being har assed or thr eatened wi th violenc e. Groups favoring

the pr otection o f womenÕs reproduc tiv e rig hts suppor ted the la w.

Groups oppose d to abor tion ar gued tha t the buf fer zone pr evented

them fr om speaking to w omen to tr y to persuade them not to ha ve

the pr ocedur e done. In 2014, in the c ase of McCullen v. Coakley, the

U.S. Supr eme Cour t struck do wn the la w tha t cr eated a buf fer zone

between pr otestors and clinic en tr ances.12

The federal governmen t does not al ways side wi th those who

12.McCullen v. Coakley, 573 U.S. __ (2014); Melissa Jeltsen,

"The Reality of Abor tion Clinics wi thout B uf fer Zones,"

The Huff ington Post, 13 July 2014.
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oppose abor tion, ho wever. Several states have at tempte d to pass

laws requiring w omen to notif y their husbands, and o ften obtain

their c onsent, bef ore having an abor tion. All such la ws have been

found unc onsti tutional b y the c our ts.

Tradeoffs also occur as a r esult o f conf lic t between groups

representing the c ompeting in ter ests of ci tiz ens. Many Americ ans

believe that the U .S. must become less dependen t on f oreign

sources of ener gy. Many also would lik e people to ha ve access to

inexpensive sources of ener gy. Such people ar e likely to suppor t

fr acking: the pr ocess of hydraulic fr acturing tha t g ives drilling

companies access to natur al gas trapped between layers of shale

under ground. Fracking pr oduces abundant, ine xpensive natur al gas,

a great benef it to pe ople who liv e in par ts of the c ountr y wher e it

is expensive to he at homes during the win ter . Fracking also cr eates

jobs. At the same time, man y scholars ar gue tha t fr acking c an result

in the c ontamina tion o f drinking w ater , air pollution, and incr eased

risk o f earthquak es. One study has even link ed fr acking to c ancer.

Thus, those who w ant to pr ovide jobs and ine xpensive natur al gas

are in conf lic t wi th those who wish to pr otect the na tur al

envir onmen t and human he alth. Both sides ar e well in ten tione d, but

they disagree over wha t is best f or people13

13.Gail Bambrick. 11 December 2012. "Fracking: Pro and

Con," ht tps:/ / now.tuf ts.edu/ar ticles /fr acking-pr o-and-

con.
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A person in Ohio pr otests fracking (a).
An announcement of a public meeting
regarding fr acking illustr ates what
some of the tradeoffs involved with the
practice might be (b). (credit a:
modif ication of wor k by
ÒProgressOhio/FlickrÓ; cr edit b:
modif ication of wor k by Martin
Thomas)

Tradeoffs are especiall y

common in the Uni ted States

Congr ess. Members o f the

Senate and the H ouse of

Representativ es usually vote

according to the c oncerns o f

people who liv e in their

distric ts. Not onl y does this

often pi t the in ter ests of people

in dif ferent par ts of the c ountr y

against one another , but i t also

fr equentl y favors the in ter ests

of certain gr oups of people over the in ter ests of others wi thin the

same state. For example, allo wing oil c ompanies to drill o ff the

stateÕs coast may please those who ne ed the jobs tha t will be

created, but i t will ang er those who wish to pr eserve coastal lands

as a refuge for wildlif e and, in the e vent o f an acciden t, may harm

the in ter ests of people who depend on f ishing and tourism f or their

living. A t times, H ouse members and sena tors in Congr ess may

ignor e the voters in their home sta tes and the gr oups tha t r epresent

them in or der to f ollo w the dic tates of the le aders of the poli tic al

par ty to which the y belong. For example, a member o f Congr ess

fr om a state wi th a lar ge elder ly popula tion ma y be incline d to v ote

in favor o f leg islation to incr ease benefits for r etir ed people;

however, his or her poli tic al par ty leaders, who disappr ove of

governmen t spending on social pr ograms, may ask for a vote against

it. The opposi te can occur as w ell, especiall y in the c ase of a

legislator soon facing r e-ele ction. W ith t wo-y ear terms o f off ice, we

are mor e likely to see House members buck their par ty in fa vor o f

their c onsti tuen ts.

Finall y, the governmen t may at tempt to r esolve conf lic ting

concerns wi thin the na tion as a whole thr ough tr adeoffs. After

repeated inciden ts of mass shootings a t schools, the aters, chur ches,

and shopping malls, man y are concerned wi th pr otecting

themsel ves and their families fr om f ir earm violenc e. Some groups

118 | Who Governs? Elitism, Plur alism, and Tradeoffs



would lik e to ban the sale o f automa tic w eapons comple tel y. Some

do not w ant to ban gun o wnership; the y mer ely want gr eater

restric tions to be put in plac e on who c an buy guns or ho w long

people must w ait between the time the y enter the stor e to mak e

a purchase and the time when the y are actuall y given possession

of the w eapon. Others r epresent the in ter ests of those who oppose

any restric tions on the number or t ype of weapons Americ ans may

own. So far , state governmen ts have at tempte d to balanc e the

inter ests of both gr oups by placing r estric tions on such things as

who c an sell guns, wher e gun sales may take place, or r equir ements

for backgr ound che cks, but the y have not a t tempte d to ban gun

sales altogether . For example, althoug h federal law does not r equir e

priv ate gun de alers (people who sell guns but do not deriv e most o f

their inc ome fr om doing so ) to conduc t backgr ound che cks before

selling f ir earms to pe ople at gun sho ws, some states have passed

laws requiring this. 14

Summary

Many question whe ther poli ticians ar e actuall y in ter ested in the

needs of average citiz ens and debate ho w much inf luenc e ordinar y

people have over wha t governmen t does. Those who suppor t the

eli te theor y of governmen t ar gue tha t a small, w ealth y, powerful

eli te contr ols governmen t and mak es polic y to benef it i ts members

and perpe tuate their po wer. Others fa vor the plur alist the or y, which

main tains tha t gr oups r epresenting the pe opleÕs inter ests do at tr act

14."Gun Show Background Che cks State Laws,"

ht tp:/ / www.governing.c om/g ov-da ta/saf ety-justic e/

gun-sho w-f ir earms-bankgr ound-che cks-sta te-la ws-

map.html (Februar y 18, 2016).
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the at ten tion o f poli ticians and c an inf luenc e governmen t polic y.

In r eality, governmen t polic y usuall y is the r esult o f a series of

tr adeoffs as groups and eli tes f ight wi th one another f or inf luenc e

and poli ticians a t tempt to balanc e the demands o f competing

inter ests, including the in ter ests of the c onsti tuen ts who ele cted

them to o ff ice.

An inter active or media element has been excluded from

this ver sion of the text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ /libr ary.achievingthedr eam.org/bcccomposition /?p=45

Show Glossary

eli te theor y claims poli tic al power r ests in the hands o f a small, eli te

group o f people

plur alist theor y claims poli tic al power r ests in the hands o f

groups of people
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21. Engagement in a
Democracy

Learning Objectives

By the end o f this se ction, y ou will be able to:

¥ Explain the impor tanc e of ci tiz en engagement in a

democr acy

¥ Descri be the main w ays Americ ans can inf luenc e

and become engaged in governmen t

¥ Discuss factors tha t may affect peopleÕs willingness

to become engaged in governmen t

Participa tion in g overnmen t mat ters. Althoug h people may not g et

all tha t the y want, the y can achieve many goals and impr ove their

lives thr ough civic engag ement. According to the plur alist the or y,

governmen t cannot func tion wi thout ac tiv e participa tion b y at le ast

some ci tiz ens. Even if w e believe the eli te mak e poli tic al decisions,

par ticipa tion in g overnmen t thr ough the ac t o f voting c an change

who the members o f the eli te are.

WHY GET INVOLVED?

Are fewer people toda y activ e in poli tics than in the past? P oli tic al

scientist Rober t Putnam has argued tha t civic eng agement is

declining; althoug h many Americ ans may repor t belong ing to
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groups, these gr oups are usually large, impersonal ones wi th

thousands o f members. P eople who join gr oups such as Amnest y

Interna tional or Gr eenpeace may share certain v alues and ideals

wi th other members o f the gr oup, but the y do not ac tuall y in ter act

wi th these other members. These or ganizations ar e dif ferent fr om

the t ypes of gr oups Americ ans used to belong to, lik e chur ch gr oups

or bo wling le agues. Althoug h people ar e still in ter ested in

volun teering and w orking f or the public g ood, the y are mor e

inter ested in ei ther w orking individuall y or joining lar ge

organizations wher e they have li t tle oppor tuni ty to in ter act wi th

others. Putnam c onsiders a number o f explanations f or this de cline

in small gr oup membership, including incr eased par ticipa tion b y

women in the w orkforce, a decrease in the number o f marriag es

and an incr ease in divorces, and the ef fect o f te chnolog ical

developmen ts, such as the in terne t, tha t separ ate people by

allowing them to f eel connected to others wi thout ha ving to spend

time in their pr esence.1

Putnam ar gues that a decline in social capi tal ÑÓthe collectiv e

value of all Ôsocial ne tworksÕ [those whom pe ople kno w] and the

inclina tions tha t arise fr om these ne tworks to do things f or each

otherÓÑaccompanies this de cline in membership in small,

inter activ e groups.2

Include d in social c apital ar e such things as ne tworks of

individuals, a sense tha t one is par t o f an enti ty larger than oneself,

concern f or the c ollectiv e good and a willingness to help others, and

1.Rober t D. Putnam. 2001. Bowling A lone: The Collapse and

Revival of American Community . New York: Simon &

Schuster , 75.

2. ÑÑÑ. 1995. "Bowling Alone: Americ aÕs Declining Social

Capital," Journal of Democr acy 6: 66Ð67, 69; "About Social

Capital," ht tps:/ / www.hks.harvard.edu/pr ograms/

saguaro/about-social-c apital (May 2, 2016).
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the abili ty to trust others and to w ork wi th them to f ind solutions

to pr oblems. This, in turn, has hur t peopleÕs willingness and abili ty

to engage in r epresentativ e governmen t. I f Putnam is c orr ect, this

tr end is unf or tuna te, because becoming ac tiv e in governmen t and

communi ty organizations is impor tant f or man y reasons.

To learn mor e about poli tic al

engagement in the Uni ted States, read ÒThe Curr ent

State of Civic Engagement in Americ aÓby the Pew

Research Center .

Civic engagement c an incr ease the power of or dinar y people to

inf luenc e governmen t actions. Even those wi thout mone y or

connections to impor tant people can inf luenc e the policies tha t

affect their liv es and change the dir ection tak en by governmen t.

U.S. histor y is f ille d wi th examples of people activ ely challeng ing

the po wer of eli tes, gaining rig hts for themsel ves, and protecting

their in ter ests. For example, slavery was once legal in the Uni ted

States and lar ge sectors o f the U .S. econom y were dependen t on

this f orced labor . Slavery was outlawed and blacks w ere granted

ci tiz enship be cause of the ac tions o f aboli tionists. Althoug h some

aboli tionists w ere wealth y whi te men, most w ere ordinar y people,

including men and w omen o f both r aces. Whi te w omen and blacks

were able to ac tiv ely assist in the c ampaign to end sla very despi te

the fac t tha t, wi th f ew exceptions, the y were unable to v ote.

Similar ly, the rig ht to v ote onc e belonged solely to whi te men un til

the Fif teenth Amendmen t gave the vote to Afric an Americ an men.
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The Nine teenth Amendmen t extende d the v ote to include w omen,

and the Voting Rig hts Act o f 1965 made exercising the rig ht to

vote a r eality for Afric an Americ an men and w omen in the South.

None of this w ould ha ve happened, however, wi thout the ef for ts of

people who mar ched in pr otest, par ticipa ted in bo ycot ts, deliv ered

speeches, wr ote le t ters to poli ticians, and some times risk ed arr est

in or der to be he ard. The tac tics use d to inf luenc e the governmen t

and ef fect chang e by aboli tionists and members o f the w omenÕs

rig hts and Afric an Americ an civil rig hts mo vements are still use d by

many activists toda y.

The print above, published in 1870, celebrates the extension of the right to vote
to African A merican men. The various scenes show legal rights black slaves
did not have.

The rig hts gained by these activists and others ha ve dramatic ally

impr oved the quali ty of lif e for man y in the Uni ted States. Civil

rig hts leg islation did not f ocus solel y on the rig ht to v ote or to hold
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public o ff ice; it also in tegr ated schools and public ac commoda tions,

prohi bi ted discrimina tion in housing and emplo yment, and

incr eased access to hig her education. Ac tivists f or womenÕs rig hts

fought f or, and won, gr eater r eproduc tiv e fr eedom f or w omen,

bet ter w ages, and access to cr edi t. Onl y a few decades ago,

homosexuali ty was consider ed a mental disor der, and in ter course

between consenting adults o f the same sex was illegal in man y

states. Althoug h legal discrimina tion against ga ys and lesbians still

remains, consensual in ter course be tween homose xual adults is no

longer illegal an ywher e in the Uni ted States, and same-se x couples

have the rig ht to legall y marr y.

Activism c an impr ove peopleÕs lives in less dr amatic w ays as well.

Working to mak e cities cle an up vacant lots, destr oy or r ehabili tate

abandoned buildings, build mor e parks and playgrounds, pass

ordinanc es requiring pe ople to curb their dogs, and ban la te-nig ht

noise gr eatl y affects peopleÕs quali ty of lif e. The actions o f individual

Americ ans can make their o wn liv es bet ter and impr ove their

neighborsÕ lives as well.

Representativ e democr acy cannot w ork effectiv ely wi thout the

par ticipa tion o f inf orme d ci tiz ens, however. Engaged ci tiz ens

familiariz e themsel ves with the most impor tant issues confr onting

the c ountr y and wi th the plans dif ferent candidates have for de aling

wi th those issues. Then the y vote f or the c andidates the y believe

will be best sui ted to the job, and the y may join others to r aise

funds or c ampaign f or those the y suppor t. They inf orm their

representativ es how the y feel about impor tant issues. Thr ough

these ef for ts and others, engag ed ci tiz ens let their r epresentativ es

know wha t the y want and thus inf luenc e polic y. Only then c an

governmen t actions ac cur atel y ref lect the in ter ests and concerns

of the majori ty. Even people who belie ve the eli te rule g overnmen t

should r ecogniz e that i t is easier for them to do so if or dinar y people

make no effor t to par ticipa te in public lif e.
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PATHWAYS TO ENGAGEMENT

People can become civic ally engaged in man y ways, either as

individuals or as members o f gr oups. Some forms o f individual

engagement r equir e very li t tle ef for t. One o f the simplest w ays is

to sta y inf orme d about deba tes and events in the c ommuni ty, in

the sta te, and in the na tion. A wareness is the f irst step to ward

engagement. News is available fr om a variety of r eputable sour ces,

such as newspapers lik e the New York Times; national ne ws shows,

including those o ffered by the Public B roadcasting Service and

National Public Radio; and r eputable in terne t si tes.

Visi t Avaaz and Change.org for mor e

inf orma tion on curr ent poli tic al issues.

Another f orm o f individual engag ement is to wri te or email poli tic al

representativ es. Filing a c omplain t wi th the ci ty council is another

avenue of engagement. Ci ty off icials c annot f ix pr oblems if the y do

not kno w anything is wr ong to beg in wi th. Responding to public

opinion polls, ac tiv ely contri buting to a poli tic al blog, or star ting a

new blog ar e all examples of dif ferent w ays to be in volved.

One of the most basic w ays to engage wi th g overnmen t as an

individual is to v ote. I ndividual v otes do ma t ter . City council

members, ma yors, state leg islators, g overnors, and members o f

Congr ess are all chosen b y popular v ote. Althoug h the pr esident o f

the Uni ted States is not chosen dir ectl y by popular v ote but b y a
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group c alled the Ele ctor al College, the votes of individuals in their

home sta tes determine ho w the Ele ctor al College ultima tel y votes.

Registering to v ote bef orehand is necessary in most sta tes, but i t is

usually a simple pr ocess, and many states allow r egistr ation online.

(We discuss voter r egistr ation and v oter turnout in mor e depth in a

later chapter .)

Voters line up to vote ear ly outside an Ohio polling station in 2008. M any who
had never voted before did so because of the presidential candidacy of
then-senator Bar ack Obama. (credit: Dean Beeler)

Voting, ho wever, is not the onl y form o f poli tic al engagement in

which pe ople may par ticipa te. Individuals c an engage by at tending

poli tic al rallies, donating mone y to c ampaigns, and signing

peti tions. Star ting a pe ti tion o f oneÕs own is r elativ ely easy, and

some websites tha t enc our age people to be come in volved in

poli tic al activism pr ovide peti tions tha t can be cir culated thr ough

email. Taking par t in a poll or sur vey is another simple w ay to mak e

your v oice heard.
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Votes for Eighteen-Year-Olds

Young Americ ans are often r eluctant to be come

involved in tr aditional f orms o f poli tic al activi ty. They

may believe poli ticians ar e not in ter ested in wha t the y

have to say, or the y may feel their v otes do not ma t ter .

However, this at ti tude has not al ways prevailed. Indeed,

todayÕs college studen ts can vote because of the

activism o f college studen ts in the 1960s. M ost sta tes at

that time r equir ed ci tiz ens to be t wenty-one y ears of

age before they could v ote in na tional ele ctions. This

angered many young people, especiall y young men who

could be dr afted to f ight the w ar in V ietnam. The y

argued tha t i t w as unfair to den y eighteen-y ear-olds the

rig ht to v ote f or the pe ople who had the po wer to send

them to w ar. As a result, the Twenty -Sixth A mendmen t ,

which lo wered the v oting ag e in national ele ctions to

eighteen, was ratif ied by the sta tes and w ent in to ef fect

in 1971.

Are you engaged in or at least inf ormed about actions of

the federal or local government? A re you registered to

vote? How would you f eel if you were not allowed to vote

until age twenty-one ?

Some people pr efer to w ork wi th gr oups when par ticipa ting in

poli tic al activi ties or perf orming ser vice to the c ommuni ty. Group

activi ties c an be as simple as hosting a book club or discussion

group to talk about poli tics. Co ffee Party USA provides an online

forum f or pe ople fr om a variety of poli tic al perspectiv es to discuss
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issues that ar e of concern to them. P eople who wish to be mor e

activ e often w ork for poli tic al campaigns. Engaging in fundr aising

effor ts, handing out bumper stick ers and campaign but tons, helping

people r egister to v ote, and driving v oters to the polls on Ele ction

Day are all impor tant activi ties tha t anyone can engage in. Individual

ci tiz ens can also join in ter est gr oups tha t pr omote the c auses they

favor.

Getting Involved

In many ways, the plur alists w ere rig ht. Ther e is

plen ty of r oom f or average citiz ens to become activ e in

governmen t, whe ther i t is thr ough a city council

subcommi t tee or another t ype of loc al organization.

Civic or ganizations al ways need volun teers, sometimes

for onl y a short while and some times f or much long er.

For example, Common Cause is a non-par tisan

organization tha t seeks to hold g overnmen t accountable

for i ts actions. I t calls for c ampaign f inanc e reform and

paper verif ication o f votes r egister ed on electr onic

voting machines. V oters w ould then r eceive proof tha t

the machine r ecorded their ac tual v ote. This w ould help

to de tect fault y machines tha t w ere inaccur atel y

tabula ting v otes or ele ction fr aud. Ther efore, one could

be sure that election r esults w ere reliable and tha t the

winning c andidate had in fac t r eceived the v otes

counted in their fa vor. Common Cause has also

advocated tha t the Ele ctor al College be done away wi th
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and tha t pr esidential ele ctions be de cided solely on the

basis of the popular v ote.

Follo w-up ac tivi ty: Choose one of the f ollo wing

websites to c onnect wi th or ganizations and in ter est

groups in ne ed of help:

¥ Common Cause;

¥ Friends o f the Ear th which mobiliz es people to

protect the na tur al envir onmen t;

¥ Grassroots I nterna tional which w orks for g lobal

justic e;

¥ The Family Research Council which pr omotes

tr aditional marriag e and Judeo-Christian v alues;

or

¥ Eagle Forum which suppor ts gr eater

restric tions on immigr ation and f ewer r estric tions

on home schooling.

Poli tic al activi ty is not the onl y form o f

engagement, and man y people toda y seek other

oppor tuni ties to be come in volved. This is

par ticular ly true o f young Americ ans. Althoug h

young pe ople toda y often sh y away fr om

participa ting in tr aditional poli tic al activi ties, the y

do expr ess deep concern f or their c ommuni ties

and seek out v olun teer oppor tuni ties.
3

3. Jared Keller . 4 May 2015. "Young Americ ans are Opting
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Althoug h the y may not r ealize it, becoming ac tiv e in the

communi ty and engaging in a wide v ariety of communi ty-based

volun teer ef for ts are impor tant f orms o f civic eng agement and help

governmen t do i ts job. The demands on g overnmen t ar e great, and

funds do not al ways exist to enable i t to under take all the pr ojects

it may deem necessary. Even when ther e are suff icien t funds,

poli ticians ha ve dif fering ide as regarding ho w much g overnmen t

should do and wha t ar eas it should be ac tiv e in. Volun teers and

communi ty or ganizations help f ill the gaps. Examples o f communi ty

action include tending a c ommuni ty garden, building a house f or

Habitat f or H umani ty, cleaning up tr ash in a vacant lot, v olun teering

to deliv er meals to the elder ly, and tutoring childr en in af ter -school

programs.

After the Southern Calif ornia wildf ir es in 2003, sailors from the USS Ronald
Reagan helped volunteers rebuild houses in San Pasqual as part of Habitat f or
Humanity . Habitat f or Humanity builds homes f or low-income people. (credit:
Johansen Laurel, U. S. Navy)

Out o f Poli tics, but N ot Because TheyÕre Cynical,"

ht tp:/ / www.psmag.com/poli tics-and-la w/y oung-

people-ar e-not-so-poli tic ally-incline d.
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Some people pr efer even mor e activ e and dir ect f orms o f

engagement such as pr otest mar ches and demonstr ations,

including civil disobedience . Such tac tics w ere used successfully

in the Afric an Americ an civil rig hts mo vement o f the 1950s and

1960s and remain ef fectiv e today. Likewise, the si t-ins ( and sleep-

ins and pr ay-ins ) staged by Afric an Americ an civil rig hts activists,

which the y emplo yed successfully to desegr egate lunch c ounters,

motels, and chur ches, have been adopte d toda y by movements such

as Black Liv es Mat ter and O ccupy Wall Str eet. Other tac tics, such as

boycot ting businesses o f whose policies the ac tivists disappr oved,

are also still c ommon. Along wi th bo ycot ts, ther e are now

Òbuycot ts,Ó in which consumers pur chase goods and ser vices from

companies tha t g ive extensiv ely to chari ty, help the c ommuni ties in

which the y are located, or tak e steps to pr otect the en vir onmen t.

Volunteer s fed people at New YorkÕs Zuccotti Park during the Occupy W all
Street protest in September 2011. (credit: David Shankbone)
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Many ordinar y people have become

poli tic al activists. Read Ò19 Young Activists Chang ing

Americ aÓto le arn about pe ople who ar e working to

make peopleÕs lives bet ter .

Ritchie Torres

In 2013, at the ag e of t wenty-f ive, Ritchie Torr es

became the youngest member o f the N ew York City

Council and the f irst ga y council member to r epresent

the Bronx. Torr es became inter ested in social justic e

early in his lif e. He was raised in po verty in the B ronx by

his mother and a step father who lef t the famil y when

Torr es was twelve. The mold in his famil yÕs public

housing apar tmen t caused him to suf fer fr om asthma as

a child, and he spen t time in the hospi tal on mor e than

one occasion because of i t. H is motherÕs complain ts to

the N ew York City Housing Authori ty were largely

ignor ed. In hig h school, Torr es decided to be come a

lawyer, participa ted in mock trials, and me t a young and
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aspiring loc al poli tician name d James Vacca. After

graduation, he v olun teered to c ampaign f or Vacca in his

run f or a seat on the Ci ty Council. Af ter V acca was

elected, he hir ed Torr es to serve as his housing dir ector

to r each out to the c ommuni ty on VaccaÕs behalf. While

doing so, Torr es took pic tur es of the poor c ondi tions in

public housing and c ollected complain ts fr om r esidents.

In 2013, Torr es ran for a seat on the Ci ty Council himself

and won. He remains commi t ted to impr oving housing

for the poor .4

Ritchie Torr es (a) curr entl y serves alongside his mentor, James
Vacca (b), on the New York City Council. Both men r epresent the
Bronx.

4. Winston R oss, "Ritchie T orr es: Gay, Hispanic and

Powerful," Newsweek, 25 January 2015.
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Why donÕt more young people run for local off ice as

Torr es did? What changes might they eff ect in their

communities if they wer e elected to a government

position ?

FACTORS OF ENGAGEMENT

Many Americ ans engage in poli tic al activi ty on a r egular basis. A

survey conduc ted in 2008 r evealed tha t appr oximatel y t wo-thir ds

of Americ an adults had par ticipa ted in some t ype of poli tic al action

in the past y ear. These activi ties include d lar gely non-personal

activi ties tha t did not r equir e a great deal of in ter action wi th others,

such as signing pe ti tions, c ontacting ele cted representativ es, or

contri buting mone y to c ampaigns.5

Americ ans aged 18Ð29 were less likely to be come in volved in

tr aditional f orms o f poli tical acti vi ty than older Americ ans. A 2015

poll o f mor e than thr ee thousand y oung adults b y Harvard

Univ ersi tyÕs Insti tute o f Poli tics r evealed tha t onl y 22 percent

claime d to be poli tic ally engaged, and fewer than 10 per cent said

that the y belong ed to an y t ype of poli tic al organization or had

5. Aaron Smi th e t al., 1 September 2009. "The Curr ent State

of Civic Engagement in Americ a,"

ht tp:/ / www.pewin terne t.or g/2009 /09 /01 /the-

curr ent-sta te-o f-civic-engag ement-in-americ a/.
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volun teered for a poli tic al campaign. Onl y slightl y mor e said that

they had gone to poli tic al rallies.6

However, althoug h Americ ans under ag e thir ty are less likely than

older Americ ans to engage in tr aditional t ypes of poli tic al

par ticipa tion, man y remain engaged in ac tivi ties on behalf o f their

communi ties. One-thir d repor ted tha t the y had volun taril y engaged

in some f orm o f communi ty service in the past y ear7

Why are younger Americ ans less likely to be come in volved in

tr aditional poli tic al organizations? One answ er may be tha t as

Americ an poli tics be come mor e partisan in na tur e, young pe ople

turn a way. Commi t ted partisanship , which is the tendenc y to

iden tif y wi th and to suppor t (often blindl y) a particular poli tic al

par ty, alienates some Americ ans who f eel tha t elected

representativ es should vote in suppor t o f the na tion Õs best in ter ests

inste ad of voting in the w ay their par ty wishes them to. W hen

elected off icials ignor e all factors other than their par tyÕs position

on a par ticular issue, some v oters be come dishe artened while

others ma y become polariz ed. However, a recent stud y reveals that

it is a distrust o f the opposing par ty and not an ide olog ical

commi tmen t to their o wn par ty tha t is at the he art o f most

par tisanship among v oters. 8

Young Americ ans are particular ly lik ely to be put o ff by par tisan

6. Harvard Insti tute o f Poli tics, "Sur vey of Young

Americ ansÕ At ti tudes to ward Poli tics and Public Ser vice,"

Sur vey, October 30 , 2015ÐNovember 9 , 2015.

ht tp:/ / www.iop.har vard.edu/si tes/defa ult /f iles_ne w/

pic tur es/151208_H arvard_I OP_Fall_2015_T opline.pdf

7.Keller , "Young Americ ans are Opting Out. "

8. Marc Hetherington and Thomas Rudolph, "W hy DonÕt

Americ ans Trust the Go vernmen t?" The Washington Post,

30 January 2014.
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Young
Americans
are likely to
identif y as
an
Independent
rather than a
Democrat or
a Republican.
However,
younger
voters are
more likely
to lean in a
liber al
dir ection on
issues and
therefore
favor the
Democratic
Party at the
ballot box.

poli tics. M ore Americ ans under the ag e of thir ty now iden tif y

themsel ves as Independen ts inste ad of Democr ats or Republic ans.

Instead of iden tif ying wi th a par ticular poli tic al par ty, young

Americ ans are incr easingly concerned about spe cif ic issues, such as

same-sex marriag e.9

People whose v otes ar e determine d based on sing le issues are

unlik ely to vote according to par ty aff ilia tion.

While some Americ ans disappr ove of par tisanship in g eneral, others

are put o ff by the ideo logyÑestablishe d beliefs and ide als that help

shape poli tic al polic yÑo f one o f the major par ties. This is espe ciall y

true among the y oung. As some members o f the Republic an Party

have become mor e ideolog ically conservativ e (e.g., opposing same-

sex marriag e, legalization o f certain drugs, immigr ation r eform, gun

9. Keller , "Young Americ ans are Opting Out. "

Engagement in a Democr acy | 137



contr ol, separation o f chur ch and sta te, and access to abor tion ),

those y oung pe ople who do iden tif y wi th one o f the major par ties

have in r ecent years tende d to fa vor the Democr atic Party.10

Of the Americ ans under ag e thir ty who w ere surveyed by Harvard

in 2015, more tende d to hold a fa vorable opinion o f Democr ats in

Congr ess than of Republic ans, and 56 percent r epor ted tha t the y

wanted the Democr ats to win the pr esidency in 2016. Even those

young Americ ans who iden tif y themsel ves as Republic ans are mor e

liberal on certain issues, such as being suppor tiv e of same-sex

marriag e and immigr ation r eform, than ar e older Republic ans. The

young Republic ans also may be mor e willing to se e similari ties

between themsel ves and Democr ats.11

Once again, suppor t f or the vie ws of a par ticular par ty does not

necessarily mean that someone will v ote f or members o f tha t par ty.

Other fac tors ma y keep even those c ollege studen ts who do wish

to vote away fr om the polls. Be cause many young Americ ans at tend

colleges and univ ersi ties outside o f their home sta tes, the y may f ind

it dif f icult to r egister to v ote. I n places wher e a state-issue d ID is

requir ed, studen ts may not ha ve one or ma y be denie d one if the y

cannot pr ove that the y paid in-sta te tui tion r ates.12

10.Harvard Insti tute o f Poli tics, "N o Front-Runner among

Prospectiv e Republic an Candidates,"

ht tp:/ / iop.har vard.edu/no-fr ont-runner -among-

prospectiv e-r epublic an-c andidates-hillar y-clin ton-

contr ol-democr atic-primar y (May 2, 2016).

11.Jocelyn Kile y and Michael Dimock. 25 September 2014.

"The GOPÕs Millennial Pr oblem Runs Deep,"

ht tp:/ / www.pewr esearch.or g/fac t-tank/2014 /09 /25 /

the-g ops-millennial-pr oblem-runs-de ep/.

12."Keeping Studen ts fr om the Polls," New York Times, 26

December 2011.
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The lik elihood tha t people will be come activ e in poli tics also

depends not onl y on age but on such fac tors as w ealth and

education. I n a 2006 poll, the per centage of people who r epor ted

that the y were regular voters gr ew as levels of inc ome and

education incr eased.13

Poli tic al involvement also depends on ho w str ongly people f eel

about curr ent poli tic al issues. Unfor tuna tel y, public opinion polls,

which poli ticians ma y rely on when f ormula ting polic y or de ciding

how to v ote on issues, c aptur e only peopleÕs laten t pr eferences or

beliefs. L aten t pr eferences are not de eply held and do not r emain

the same over time. The y may not e ven represent a person Õs true

feelings, sinc e they may be forme d on the spot when some one

is asked a question about which he or she has no r eal opinion.

Indeed, voting i tself ma y ref lect mer ely a laten t pr eference because

even people who do not f eel str ongly about a par ticular poli tic al

candidate or issue v ote. On the other hand, in tense pr eferences are

based on str ong feelings r egarding an issue tha t some one adher es

to o ver time. P eople wi th in tense pr eferences tend to be come mor e

engaged in poli tics; the y are mor e likely to dona te time and mone y

to c ampaigns or to a t tend poli tic al rallies. The mor e money tha t one

has and the mor e highly educated one is, the mor e likely tha t he or

she will f orm in tense pr eferences and take poli tic al action. 14

13.18 October 2006. "W ho Votes, Who DoesnÕt, and Why,"

ht tp:/ / www.people-pr ess.org/2006 /10 /18 /who-v otes-

who-doesn t-and-wh y/.

14.Jonathan M. L add. 11 September 2015. "DonÕt Worr y

about Special I nter ests," ht tps:/ / www.vox.com/

mischiefs-o f-fac tion /2015 /9 /11/9279615/e conomic-

inequali ty-spe cial-in ter ests.
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Summary

Civic and poli tic al engagement allo ws poli ticians to kno w ho w the

people f eel. It also impr oves peopleÕs lives and helps them to build

connections wi th others. I ndividuals c an educate themsel ves on

impor tant issues and events, wri te to their sena tor or

representativ e, file a complain t at ci ty hall, at tend a poli tic al rally, or

vote. People can also work in gr oups to c ampaign or r aise funds f or a

candidate, volun teer in the c ommuni ty, or pr otest a social in justic e

or an unpopular g overnmen t polic y. Althoug h wealthier , older , mor e

highly educated ci tiz ens are the most lik ely to be engag ed wi th their

governmen t, especiall y if the y have intense pr eferences about an

issue, younger, less wealth y people can do much to chang e their

communi ties and their c ountr y.

Practice Questions

1. What kinds o f people ar e most lik ely to be come

activ e in poli tics or c ommuni ty service?

2. What poli tic al activi ties can people engage in other

than running f or o ff ice?

3. Is citiz en engagement necessary for a democr acy

to func tion ? Explain.

4. Is citiz en engagement necessary for a democr acy

to func tion ? Explain.

5. Is citiz en engagement necessary for a democr acy

to func tion ? Explain.

6. Which is the mor e impor tant r eason for being

engaged: to gain po wer or impr ove the quali ty of lif e?

Why?
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7. Are all Americ ans equally able to be come engaged

in governmen t? What fac tors mak e it mor e possible

for some pe ople to be come engaged than others?

What could be done to chang e this?

8. Which pa th ways of engagement in U .S. governmen t

do you plan to f ollo w? Why do you pr efer these

approaches?

9. Are ther e any redeeming quali ties to eli tism and

any downsides to plur alism? Are ther e benef its to

having eli tes rule ? Are ther e problems wi th allo wing

inter est groups to e xercise inf luenc e over

governmen t? Explain.

Show Selected Answer

1. People can pay at ten tion to the ne ws in or der to be

aware of the most impor tant issues of the da y. They

can contri bute mone y to a campaign or a t tend a r ally

in suppor t o f a poli tic al candidate whose vie ws the y

favor. They can wri te le t ters to members o f Congr ess

and to sta te and loc al poli ticians. The y can vote.

An inter active or media element has been excluded from

this ver sion of the text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ /libr ary.achievingthedr eam.org/bcccomposition /?p=46

Show Glossary

ideo logy the beliefs and ide als that help to shape poli tic al opinion

and eventuall y polic y
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in tense pr eferences beliefs and pr eferences based on str ong

feelings r egarding an issue tha t someone adher es to over time

laten t pr eferences beliefs and pr eferences people ar e not de eply

commi t ted to and tha t chang e over time

partisanship str ong suppor t, or e ven blind alleg iance, for a

par ticular poli tic al party

social capi tal connections wi th others and the willingness to

inter act and aid them
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22. Reading: Levels of Social
Movements

Social mo vements are purposeful, or ganized groups tha t striv e to

work to ward a common social g oal. While most o f us learned about

social mo vements in histor y classes, we tend to tak e for gr anted

the fundamen tal chang es they caused Ñand w e may be comple tel y

unfamiliar wi th the tr end to ward global social mo vements. But fr om

the an ti-tobac co movement tha t has w orked to outla w smoking

in public buildings and r aise the cost o f cigar et tes, to poli tic al

uprisings thr oughout the Ar ab wor ld, mo vements are creating social

change on a global scale.

Levels of Social Movements

Movements happen in our to wns, in our na tion, and ar ound the

wor ld. LetÕs take a look at examples of social mo vements, fr om loc al

to g lobal. No doubt y ou can think o f others on all o f these le vels,

especiall y since modern te chnolog y has allowed us a near-c onstan t

str eam of inf orma tion about the quest f or social chang e around the

wor ld.

Local

Chicago is a ci ty of hig hs and lows, fr om corrupt poli ticians and

failing schools to inno vativ e education pr ograms and a thriving ar ts

scene. Not surprising ly, it has been home to a number o f social

movements over time. Curr entl y, AREA Chicago is a social

movement f ocused on Òbuilding a sociall y just ci tyÓ (AREA Chicago
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Texas Secede! is an organization which
would lik e Texas to secede from the
United States. (Photo courtesy of Tim
Pearce/f lickr )

2011). The organization se eks to Òcreate r elationships and sustain

communi ty thr ough ar t, r esearch, education, and ac tivism Ó (AREA

Chicago 2011). The movement o ffers online tools lik e the

Radicalendar ÐÐa calendar f or get ting r adical and connectedÐÐand

events such as an alterna tiv e to the tr aditional I ndependenc e Day

picnic. Thr ough i ts offerings, AREA Chicago gives local residents a

chance to engage in a movement to help build a sociall y just ci ty.

State

At the other end o f the poli tic al

spectrum fr om AREA Chicago is

the Texas Secede! social

movement in T exas. This

statewide or ganization

promotes the ide a that Texas

can and should se cede fr om the

Uni ted States to be come an

independen t r epublic. The

organization, which as o f 2014

has over 6,000 ÒlikesÓ on

Facebook, r eferences both

Texas and national histor y in pr omoting se cession. The mo vement

encour ages Texans to r eturn to their rugg ed and individualistic

roots, and to stand up to wha t pr oponen ts belie ve is the thef t o f

their rig hts and pr oper ty by the U .S. governmen t (Texas Secede!

2009).

National

A recent polarizing na tional issue tha t helpe d spawn man y activist
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groups w as gay marriag e. While same-se x marriag e has been legal

nation wide sinc e June 26, 2015, the issue was hotl y conteste d on

both sides.

The Human Rights Campaign, a nation wide or ganization tha t

advocates for LGBT civil rig hts, has been activ e for o ver thir ty years

and claims mor e than a million members. One f ocus of the

organization w as its Americ ans for Marriag e Equality campaign.

Using public c elebri ties such as athle tes, musicians, and poli tic al

f igur es, it soug ht to engage the public in the issue o f equal rig hts

under the la w. The campaign r aised awareness of the o ver 1,100

dif ferent rig hts, benef its, and pr otections pr ovided on the basis o f

mari tal sta tus under f ederal law and soug ht to educate the public

about wh y these pr otections should be a vailable to all c ommi t ted

couples r egardless of gender (H uman Rights Campaign 2014).

A movement on the opposi te end w as the National Or ganization

for Marriag e, an organization tha t funds c ampaigns to stop same-

sex marriag e (National Or ganization f or Marriag e 2014). Both these

organizations w orked on the na tional stag e and sought to engage

people thr ough grassroots ef for ts to push their messag e.

Global

Social or ganizations w or ldwide tak e stands on such g eneral areas

of concern as poverty, sex tr aff icking, and the use o f genetic ally

modif ied or ganisms (GMOs) in food. Nongovernmen tal

or ganiza tions (N GOs) are sometimes f orme d to suppor t such

movements, such as the I nterna tional F ederation o f Or ganic

Agricultur e Movement (FOAM). Global ef for ts to r educe poverty are

represented by the O xford Commi t tee for Famine Relief (OXFAM),

among others. The F air T rade movement exists to pr otect and

suppor t f ood pr oducers in de veloping c ountries. O ccupy Wall

Str eet, althoug h ini tiall y a local movement, also w ent g lobal
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thr oughout E urope and, as the chapterÕs intr oduc tor y photo sho ws,

the Middle East.

Practice

1. Social movements are:

1. disruptiv e and chaotic challeng es to the

governmen t

2. inef fectiv e mass movements

3. the c ollectiv e action o f individuals w orking

together in an a t tempt to establish ne w norms

beliefs, or v alues

4. the singular ac tivi ties o f a collection o f groups

working to challeng e the sta tus quo

Show Answer

c

Show Glossary

NGO:

nongovernmen tal or ganizations w orking g loball y for numer ous

humani tarian and en vir onmen tal causes

social mo vement:

a purposeful or ganized group hoping to w ork to ward a

common social g oal
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Is this a good time had by all?
Some flash mobs may function as
political pr otests, while others are
for fun. This f lash mob pillow
fightÕs purpose was to entertain.
(Photo courtesy of
Mattwi1S0n:/f lickr )

23. Reading: Collective
Behavior

Flash Mobs

In Mar ch 2014, a group o f

musicians g ot tog ether in a

f ish mar ket in O dessa for a

spontaneous perf ormanc e

of Beetho venÕs ÒOde to JoyÓ

fr om his Nin th Symphon y.

While tensions w ere

building o ver Ukr aineÕs

effor ts to join the E uropean

Union, and e ven as Russian

tr oops had tak en contr ol of

the Ukr ainian airbase in

Belbek, the O dessa

Philharmonic Or chestr a and Opera Chorus trie d to lig hten

the tr oubled times f or shoppers wi th music and song.

Spontaneous gatherings lik e this ar e called f lash mobs .

They often ar e captur ed on vide o and shared on the

Interne t; fr equentl y the y go vir al. Humans seek connections

and shared experienc es. Perhaps experiencing a f lash mob

event enhanc es this bond. I t certainl y in terrupts our

other wise mundane r outine wi th a r eminder tha t w e are

social animals.
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Forms of Collective Behavior

Flash mobs are examples of collecti ve behavior ,

noninsti tutionaliz ed activi ty in which se veral or man y people

volun taril y engage. Other e xamples ar e a group o f commuters

tr aveling home fr om w ork and a popula tion o f te ens adopting a

favori te sing erÕs hairst yle. In shor t, collectiv e behavior is an y group

behavior tha t is not manda ted or r egulated by an insti tution. Ther e

are thr ee primar y forms o f collectiv e behavior: the cr owd, the mass,

and the public.

It tak es a fairly large number o f people in close pr oximi ty to

form a cr owd (Lof land 1993). Examples include a gr oup o f people

at tending an Ani Di Franco concert, tailga ting a t a Patriots game, or

at tending a w orship ser vice. Turner and Killian (1993 ) identif ied four

types of cr owds. Casual cr owds consist o f people who ar e in the

same place at the same time but who ar enÕt really in ter acting, such

as people standing in line a t the post o ff ice. Conventional cr owds

are those who c ome tog ether f or a scheduled event tha t oc curs

regular ly, like a relig ious ser vice. Expr essive cr owds are people who

join tog ether to e xpr ess emotion, o ften at funer als, weddings, or

the lik e. The f inal t ype, acting cr owds, focuses on a specif ic goal or

action, such as a pr otest mo vement or riot.

In addi tion to the dif ferent t ypes of cr owds, collectiv e groups

can also be iden tif ied in t wo other w ays. A mass is a relativ ely

large number o f people wi th a common in ter est, thoug h the y may

not be in close pr oximi ty (Lof land 1993), such as players of the

popular F acebook game Farmville. A pub lic , on the other hand, is

an unor ganized, relativ ely dif fused group o f people who shar e ideas,

such as the Li ber tarian poli tic al par ty. While these t wo t ypes of

crowds are similar , they are not the same. T o distinguish be tween

them, r emember tha t members o f a mass share inter ests, wher eas

members o f a public shar e ideas.
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According to the emergent-norm
perspective, Hurricane K atrina
victims sought needed supplies for
survival, but to outsider s their
behavior would normall y be seen as
looting. (Photo courtesy of
Infr ogmation /W ikimedia Commons )

Theoretical Perspectives on Collective Behavior

Early collectiv e behavior the ories (LeBon 1895; Blumer 1969) focused

on the irr ationali ty of cr owds. Eventuall y, those the orists who

viewed cr owds as uncontr olled groups of irr ational pe ople w ere

supplan ted by the orists who vie wed the beha vior some cr owds

engaged in as the r ational beha vior o f log ical beings.

Emergent-Norm Perspective

Sociolog ists Ralph Turner and

Lewis Killian (1993 ) built on

earlier sociolog ical ideas and

developed what is kno wn as

emergent norm the or y. They

believe that the norms

experienc ed by people in a

crowd may be dispar ate and

f luc tuating. The y emphasiz e

the impor tanc e of these norms

in shaping cr owd behavior ,

especiall y those norms tha t

shif t quickl y in r esponse to

changing external fac tors.

Emer gent norm theor y asserts tha t, in this cir cumstanc e, people

perceive and respond to the cr owd situation wi th their par ticular

(individual) se t o f norms, which ma y change as the cr owd

experienc e evolves. This focus on the individual c omponen t o f

inter action r ef lects a symbolic in ter actionist perspe ctiv e.

For T urner and Killian, the pr ocess begins when individuals

suddenl y f ind themsel ves in a new si tuation, or when an e xisting

situation suddenl y becomes str ange or unfamiliar . For example,
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think about human beha vior during H urric ane Katrina. N ew Or leans

was decimated and people w ere tr apped wi thout supplies or a w ay

to evacuate. In these extr aordinar y cir cumstanc es, what outsiders

saw as ÒlootingÓ was defined by those in volved as seeking ne eded

supplies f or sur vival. Normall y, individuals w ould not w ade into a

corner gas sta tion and tak e canned goods wi thout pa ying, but g iven

that the y were suddenl y in a gr eatl y changed situation, the y

establishe d a norm tha t the y felt w as reasonable.

Once individuals f ind themsel ves in a situation ung overned by

previousl y establishe d norms, the y in ter act in small gr oups to

develop ne w guidelines on ho w to beha ve. According to the

emergent-norm perspe ctiv e, crowds are not vie wed as irr ational,

impulsiv e, uncontr olled groups. Instead, norms de velop and ar e

accepted as they f it the si tuation. W hile this the or y offers insig ht

into wh y norms de velop, i t le aves undef ined the na tur e of norms,

how the y come to be ac cepted by the cr owd, and how the y spread

thr ough the cr owd.

Value-Added Theory

Neil SmelserÕs (1962) meticulous c ategoriza tion o f cr owd behavior ,

called value-added theor y, is a perspectiv e wi thin the func tionalist

tr adition base d on the ide a that several condi tions must be in plac e

for c ollectiv e behavior to oc cur . Each condi tion adds to the

likelihood tha t collectiv e behavior will oc cur . The f irst c ondi tion

is structur al conduciveness, which oc curs when pe ople ar e aware

of the pr oblem and ha ve the oppor tuni ty to gather , ideally in an

open ar ea. Structur al str ain , the second c ondi tion, r efers to pe opleÕs

expectations about the si tuation a t hand being unme t, causing

tension and str ain. The next c ondi tion is the growth and spr ead

of a generalized belief, wher ein a pr oblem is cle arly iden tif ied and

at tri bute d to a person or gr oup.

Four th, precipitating f actors spur c ollectiv e behavior; this is the
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Agents of social control bring collective
behavior to an end. (Photo courtesy of
hozinja/f lickr )

emergence of a dr amatic e vent. The f if th c ondi tion is mobilization

for action , when le aders emer ge to dir ect a cr owd to ac tion. The

final c ondi tion r elates to ac tion b y the agents. Called social contr ol,

it is the onl y way to end the c ollectiv e behavior episode ( Smelser

1962).

A real-lif e example o f these

condi tions oc curr ed after the

fatal polic e shooting o f

teenager Michael B rown, an

unarme d eighteen-y ear-old

Afric an Americ an, in Ferguson,

MO on August 9 , 2014. The

shooting dr ew national

at ten tion almost imme diatel y. A

large group o f mostl y black,

local residents assembled in

protestÑa classic e xample o f

struc tur al conduciv eness.

When the c ommuni ty

perceived tha t the polic e were

not ac ting in the pe opleÕs

inter est and w ere wi thholding

the name o f the o ff icer, struc tur al str ain became eviden t. A growing

generalized belief e volved as the cr owd of pr otesters w ere met wi th

heavily armed polic e in mili tar y-st yle pr otectiv e unif orms

accompanie d by an armor ed vehicle. The pr ecipi tating fac tor o f the

arriv al of the polic e spurr ed greater c ollectiv e behavior as the

residents mobiliz ed by assembling a par ade down the str eet.

Ultima tel y the y were met wi th te ar gas, pepper spr ay, and rubber

bulle ts used by the polic e acting as agents of social c ontr ol. The

element o f social c ontr ol escalated over the f ollo wing da ys until

August 18, when the governor c alled in the N ational Guar d.
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Assembling Perspective

Inter actionist sociolog ist Clar k McPhail (1991) developed assembling

perspectiv e, another system f or understanding c ollectiv e behavior

that cr edi ted individuals in cr owds as rational beings. Unlik e

previous the ories, this the or y refocuses at ten tion fr om collectiv e

behavior to c ollectiv e action. Remember tha t collectiv e behavior is

a noninsti tutionaliz ed gathering, wher eas collectiv e action is base d

on a shared in ter est. McPhailÕs theor y focused primaril y on the

processes associated wi th cr owd behavior , plus the lif ecycle of

gatherings. H e identif ied several instanc es of convergent or

collectiv e behavior , as shown on the char t belo w.

Clar k M cPhail iden tif ied v arious cir cumstances o f con vergent and
collecti ve behavior (M cPhail 1991).

Type of
cr owd Description Example

Convergence
clusters

Family and friends who tr avel
together

Carpooling par ents tak e
several childr en to the
movies

Convergent
orien tation

Group all facing the same
dir ection

A semi-cir cle around a
stage

Collectiv e
vocalization

Sounds or noises made
collectiv ely

Screams on a roller
coaster

Collectiv e
verbaliza tion

Collectiv e and simultane ous
par ticipa tion in a spe ech or
song

Pledge of Alleg iance in
the school classr oom

Collectiv e
gesticula tion Body par ts forming symbols The YMCA dance

Collectiv e
manipula tion

Objects collectiv ely moved
around

Holding signs a t a pr otest
rally

Collectiv e
locomotion

The dir ection and r ate of
movement to the e vent

Childr en running to an ic e
cream truck

As useful as this is f or understanding the c omponen ts of how

crowds come tog ether , many sociolog ists cri ticiz e its lack o f
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at ten tion on the lar ge cultur al context o f the descri bed behaviors,

inste ad focusing on individual ac tions.

Think It Over

1. Discuss the dif ferences between a mass and a

crowd. What is an example o f each? What sets them

apart? What do the y share in common ?

2. Can you think o f a time when y our beha vior in a

crowd was dictated by the cir cumstanc es? Give an

example o f emer gent-norm perspe ctiv e, using your

own experienc e.

3. Discuss the dif ferences between an acting cr owd

and a collectiv e crowd. Give examples of each.

4. Imagine you are at a rally pr otesting nucle ar ener gy

use. Walk us thr ough the h ypothe tic al rally using the

value-adde d the or y, imagining i t meets all the stag es.

Practice

1. Which o f the f ollo wing or ganizations is not an example

of a social mo vement?

a. National F ootball Le ague

b. Tea Party

c. Greenpeace

d. NAACP

Show Answer
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a

2. Sociologists using c onf lic t perspe ctiv e might stud y

what?

a. How social mo vements develop

b. What social purposes a mo vement ser ves

c. What motiv ates inequi tabl y tr eated people to join a

movement

d. What individuals hope to gain fr om taking par t in a

social mo vement

Show Answer

c

3. Which o f the f ollo wing is an e xample o f collectiv e

behavior?

a. A soldier questioning or ders

b. A group o f people in ter ested in he aring an author

speak

c. A class going on a f ield trip

d. Going shopping wi th a friend

Show Answer

b

4. The protesters a t the E gypt uprising r ally were:

a. a casual crowd

b. a conventional cr owd

c. a mass

d. an acting cr owd

Show Answer

d
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5. According to emer gent-norm the or y, crowds are:

a. irr ational and impulsiv e

b. often misin terpr eted and misdir ected

c. able to de velop their o wn def ini tion o f the si tuation

d. prone to criminal beha vior

Show Answer

c

6. A boy thr owing r ocks during a demonstr ation mig ht be

an example o f ___________.

a. struc tur al conduciv eness

b. struc tur al str ain

c. precipi tating fac tors

d. mobiliza tion f or action

Show Answer

c

Show Glossary

acting cr owds:

crowds of people who ar e focused on a specif ic action or g oal

assembling per specti ve:

a theor y tha t cr edi ts individuals in cr owds as behaving as

rational think ers and views cr owds as engaging in purposeful

behavior and c ollectiv e action

casual cr owds:

people who shar e close pr oximi ty wi thout r eally in ter acting

collecti ve behavior:

a noninsti tutionaliz ed activi ty in which se veral people

volun taril y engage
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conventional cr owds:

people who c ome tog ether f or a r egular ly scheduled event

cr owd:

a fair ly large number o f people who shar e close pr oximi ty

emer gent norm theor y:

a perspectiv e that emphasiz es the impor tanc e of social norms

in cr owd behavior

expr essive crowds:

crowds who shar e oppor tuni ties to e xpr ess emotions

f lash mob:

a large group o f people who ga ther tog ether in a spon taneous

activi ty tha t lasts a limi ted amoun t o f time

mass:

a relativ ely large group wi th a common in ter est, even if the y

may not be in close pr oximi ty

pub lic:

an unor ganized, relativ ely dif fuse group o f people who shar e

ideas

value-added theor y:

a func tionalist perspe ctiv e theor y tha t posi ts tha t several

precondi tions must be in plac e for c ollectiv e behavior to oc cur
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24. Lower Order Concerns for
Proofreading

Previousl y we examine d higher or der c oncerns (HOCs) as part o f

the revision stag e of the wri ting pr ocess. Once we move to the

proofr eading stage, itÕs time to c onsider the lo wer or der c oncerns

(LOCs). The dif ference is simple: H OCs are global issues, or issues

that af fect ho w a reader understands the en tir e paper; LOCs are

issues that don Õtnecessarily interrupt understanding o f the wri ting

by themsel ves.

HOCs LOCs

Audienc e Grammar

Thesis statemen t Punctuation

Organization Citation

Focus Spelling

Developmen t o f ideas Sentenc e struc tur e

You may f ind y ourself thinking, Ò Well, i t depends,Ó or, ÒBut wha t ifÉ?Ó

YouÕre absolutel y rig ht to think so. These lists ar e just guidelines;

every wri ter will ha ve a dif ferent hier archy of concerns. Always tr y

to think in terms o f, ÒDoes this affect m y understanding o f the

wri ting ?Ó
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Are HOCs More Important than LOCs?

No, not ne cessarily. HOCs tend to in terrupt a r eaderÕs

understanding o f the wri ting, and tha tÕs why the y need to be

addressed f irst. H owever, if a LOC becomes a major obstacle, then i t

natur ally becomes a higher priori ty.

Think o f an example o f how a Lower Or der Conc ern c ould be come

a Higher Or der Conc ern.

Here are some other issues y ou mig ht fac e. These may be mor e

dif f icult to c ategoriz e, and the y may largely depend on the wri ting.

If you think, ÒIt depends,Ó make notes about the cir cumstanc es

under which these issues c ould be a HOC or a LOC.

¥ Evaluating sour ces

¥ ci tation me thod

¥ style

¥ paragraph struc tur e

¥ activ e vs. passive voice

¥ forma t

How to Address LOCs

Analyze your
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use of sour ce material . Check any paraphrases and quotations

against the orig inal te xts. Quota tions should r eplic ate the orig inal

authorÕs words, while par aphrases should main tain the orig inal

authorÕs meaning but ha ve alter ed language and sentenc e

struc tur es. For each sour ce, conf irm tha t you have adhered to the

preferr ed style guide f or the tar get journal or other v enue.

Consider indi vidual sen tences in terms o f gr ammar , mechanics,

and punctua tion . Many LOCs can be revised by isolating and

examining dif ferent elemen ts of the te xt. Read the te xt sen tenc e

by sentenc e, considering the gr ammar and sen tenc e struc tur e.

Remember , a sentenc e may be grammatic ally corr ect and still

confuse r eaders. If you notic e a pat ternÑsa y, a tendenc y to misplac e

modif iers or add unne cessary commasÑr ead the paper looking onl y

for tha t err or. Read the documen t backw ards, word for w ord,

looking f or spelling err ors. Thr oughout the wri ting pr ocess and

especiall y at this stag e of r evision, k eep a dic tionar y, a thesaurus,

and a wri ting handbook ne arby.

Str ateg ies such as r eading aloud and seeking f eedback ar e

useful a t all poin ts in the r evision pr ocess. Reading aloud will g ive

you distanc e fr om the te xt and pr event you fr om skimming o ver

what is ac tuall y wri t ten on the pag e. This str ategy will help y ou

to iden tif y both H OCs, such as missing concepts, and LOCs, such

as typos. Addi tionall y, seeking f eedback will allo w you to test y our

ideas and wri ting on r eal readers. Seek feedback fr om r eaders both

inside and outside o f your tar get audienc e in or der to gain dif ferent

perspectiv es.

Proofreading Advice

The follo wing vide o featur es two studen t tutors fr om the W ri ting

and Reading Center a t Fresno City College. In addi tion to gr eat

guidanc e about pr oofr eading str ateg ies, they also offer insig hts

about wha t to e xpect when working wi th W ri ting Cen ter tutors.
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A YouTube element has been excluded from this ver sion of the

text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ /libr ary.achievingthedr eam.org/bcccomposition /?p=50
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25. Reading: Types and Stages
of Social Movements

Types of Social Movements

We know tha t social mo vements can occur on the loc al, national,

or even global stag e. Are ther e other pa t terns or classif ications

that c an help us understand them ? Sociologist D avid Aber le (1966)

addresses this question b y developing c ategories tha t distinguish

among social mo vements based on wha t the y want to chang e and

how much chang e they want. Reform mo vements seek to chang e

something spe cif ic about the social struc tur e. Examples include

antinucle ar gr oups, Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MAD D), the

Dreamers mo vement f or immigr ation r eform, and the H uman Rights

CampaignÕs advocacy for Marriag e Equality. Revolu tionar y

movements seek to c omple tel y change every aspect o f socie ty.

These include the 1960s c ounter cultur e movement, including the

revolutionar y group The W eather Under ground, as well as anarchist

collectiv es. Texas Secede! is a revolutionar y movement. Relig ious /

Redempti ve movements are Òmeaning seeking,Ó and their goal is

to pr ovoke inner chang e or spiri tual gr owth in individuals.

Organizations pushing these mo vements include H eavenÕs Gate or

the Branch Davidians. The la t ter is still in e xistenc e despite

governmen t in volvement tha t le d to the de aths o f numer ous Branch

Davidian members in 1993. Alterna ti ve movements are focused on

self-impr ovement and limi ted, specif ic chang es to individual beliefs

and behavior . These include tr ends lik e tr anscendental me di tation

or a macr obiotic die t. Resistance mo vements seek to pr event or

undo chang e to the social struc tur e. The Ku Klux Klan, the

Minutemen, and pr o-lif e movements fall in to this c ategor y.
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In 2008, ObamaÕs campaign used
social media to tweet, lik e, and
friend its way to victor y. (Photo
courtesy of bradleyolin /f lickr )

Stages of Social Movements

Later sociolog ists studie d the lif ecycle of social mo vementsÑho w

they emer ge, grow, and in some c ases, die out. Blumer (1969) and

Till y (1978) outline a f our -stag e process. In the preliminar y stage,

people become aware of an issue, and le aders emer ge. This is

follo wed by the coalescence stagewhen pe ople join tog ether and

organize in or der to publiciz e the issue and r aise awareness. In

the institutionalization stage , the mo vement no long er r equir es

grassroots volun teerism: i t is an establishe d or ganization, t ypic ally

wi th a paid staf f. When people fall a way and adopt a ne w mo vement,

the mo vement suc cessfully brings about the chang e it soug ht, or

when pe ople no long er tak e the issue seriousl y, the mo vement falls

into the decline stage. Each social movement discusse d earlier

belongs in one o f these f our stag es. Where would y ou put them on

the list?

Social Media and Social Change: A Match Made
in Heaven

Chances are you have

been asked to t weet, friend,

like, or dona te online f or a

cause. Maybe you were one

of the man y people who, in

2010, helped raise over $3

million in r elief ef for ts for

Haiti thr ough cell phone

text dona tions. Or ma ybe

you follo w pr esidential

candidates on Twi t ter and
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retweet their messag es to your f ollo wers. Perhaps you have

ÒlikedÓ a local nonpr ofit on Facebook, pr ompte d by one of

your neig hbors or friends liking i t too. N owadays, social

movements are woven thr oughout our social me dia

activi ties. Af ter all, social mo vements star t by activ ating

people.

Referring to the ide al type stages discussed above, you

can see that social me dia has the poten tial to dr amatic ally

tr ansform ho w people get in volved. Look at stage one, the

preliminar y stage: people become aware of an issue, and

leaders emer ge. Imagine ho w social me dia speeds up this

step. Suddenl y, a shrewd user o f Twi t ter c an alert his

thousands o f follo wers about an emer ging cause or an issue

on his mind. I ssue awareness can spread at the spe ed of a

click, wi th thousands o f people acr oss the globe becoming

inf orme d at the same time. I n a similar v ein, those who ar e

savvy and engaged wi th social me dia emer ge as leaders.

Suddenl y, you don Õt need to be a po werful public spe aker.

You don Õt even need to le ave your house. You can build an

audienc e thr ough social me dia wi thout e ver meeting the

people you are inspiring.

At the ne xt stag e, the coalescence stage, social media also

is tr ansforma tiv e. Coalescence is the poin t when pe ople

join tog ether to publiciz e the issue and get or ganized.

President ObamaÕs 2008 campaign w as a case study in

organizing thr ough social me dia. Using Twi t ter and other

online tools, the c ampaign engaged volun teers who had

typic ally not bother ed wi th poli tics and empo wered those

who w ere mor e activ e to generate still mor e activi ty. It is

no coincidenc e that ObamaÕs earlier w ork experienc e

include d grassroots c ommuni ty organizing. W hat is the

dif ference between his campaign and the w ork he did in
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Chicago neighbor hoods decades earlier? The abili ty to

organize wi thout r egard to g eographical boundaries b y

using social me dia. In 2009 , when studen t pr otests erupte d

in Tehran, social media was consider ed so impor tant to the

organizing ef for t tha t the U .S. State Depar tmen t actuall y

asked Twi t ter to suspend sche duled main tenanc e so that a

vital tool w ould not be disable d during the demonstr ations.

So what is the r eal impac t o f this te chnolog y on the

wor ld? Did Twi t ter bring do wn Mubar ak in Egypt? Author

Malcolm Glad well (2010) doesnÕt think so. In an article in

New Yorker magazine, Gladwell tackles wha t he considers

the m yth tha t social me dia gets people mor e engaged. He

poin ts out tha t most o f the t weets r elating to the I ran

protests w ere in English and sen t fr om Western ac counts

(inste ad of people on the gr ound). Rather than incr easing

engagement, he contends tha t social me dia onl y incr eases

par ticipa tion; af ter all, the c ost o f par ticipa tion is so much

lower than the c ost o f engagement. Instead of risking being

arr ested, shot wi th rubber bulle ts, or spr ayed wi th f ir e

hoses, social media activists c an click ÒlikeÓ or retweet a

message from the c omf or t and safety of their desk

(Gladwell 2010).

Ther e are, thoug h, good cases to be made for the po wer

of social me dia in pr opelling social mo vements. In the

article, ÒParr hesia and Democr acy: Truth-telling, W iki Leaks

and the Ar ab Spring,Ó Theresa Sauter and Ga vin Kendall

(2011) describe the impor tanc e of social me dia in the Ar ab

Spring uprisings. P arr hesia means Òthe practic e of truth-

telling, Ó which describes the pr otestorsÕ use of social me dia

to mak e up for the lack o f coverage and even

misr epresentation o f events by state-c ontr olled media. The

Tunisian blogg er Lina Ben Mhenni poste d photogr aphs and
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videos on Facebook and Twi t ter o f events exposing the

violenc e commi t ted by the governmen t. In Egypt the

journalist Asmaa Mahf ouz used Facebook to ga ther lar ge

numbers o f people in T ahrir Squar e in the c apital ci ty of

Cairo. Sauter and K endall main tain tha t i t w as the use of

Web 2.0 te chnolog ies that allo wed activists not onl y to

share events wi th the w or ld but also to or ganize the

actions.

When the Egyptian g overnmen t shut do wn the I nterne t

to stop the use o f social me dia, the gr oup Anon ymous, a

hacking or ganization note d for online ac ts of civil

disobedienc e ini tia ted ÒOperation E gyptÓ and sent

thousands o f faxes to keep the public inf orme d of their

governmen tÕs activi ties (CBS Inter activ e Inc. 2014) as well as

at tacking the g overnmen tÕs web site (Wagensiel 2011). In i ts

Facebook pr ess release the group sta ted the f ollo wing:

ÒAnonymous w ants you to o ffer fr ee access to uncensored

media in y our en tir e countr y. When you ignor e this

message, not onl y will w e at tack y our g overnmen t w ebsites,

Anonymous will also mak e sure that the in terna tional me dia

sees the horrid r eality you impose upon y our pe ople.Ó

Sociolog ists have identif ied hig h-risk ac tivism, such as

the civil rig hts mo vement, as a Òstr ong-tie Ó phenomenon,

meaning tha t people ar e far mor e likely to sta y engaged and

not run home to saf ety if the y have close friends who ar e

also engaged. The people who dr opped out o f the

movementÐÐwho w ent home af ter the dang er got too

greatÐÐdid not displa y any less ideolog ical commi tmen t.

But the y lacked the str ong-tie c onnection to other pe ople

who w ere staying. Social me dia, by i ts very makeup, is

Òweak-tie Ó (McAdam and Paulsen 1993). People f ollo w or

friend pe ople the y have never met. But while these online
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acquain tanc es are a source of inf orma tion and inspir ation,

the lack o f engaged personal c ontact limi ts the le vel of risk

weÕll take on their behalf.

Think It Over

1. Do you think social me dia is an impor tant tool in

creating social chang e? Why, or wh y not? Def end

your opinion.

2. Descri be a social movement in the de cline stag e.

What is i ts issue? Why has it r eached this stag e?

Practice

1. When the Le ague of Women Voters suc cessfully

achieved i ts goal of women being allo wed to v ote, the y had

to under go fr ame __________, a me ans of comple tel y

changing their g oals to ensur e continuing r elevance.

a. extension

b. amplif ication

c. bridg ing

d. tr ansforma tion

Show Answer
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d

Show Glossary

alterna ti ve movements:

social mo vements tha t limi t themsel ves to self -

impr ovement chang es in individuals

reform mo vements:

movements tha t seek to chang e something spe cif ic

about the social struc tur e

relig ious /r edempti ve movements:

movements tha t w ork to pr omote inner chang e or

spiri tual gr owth in individuals

resistance mo vements:

those who se ek to pr event or undo chang e to the

social struc tur e

revolu tionar y movements:

movements tha t seek to c omple tel y change every

aspect o f society

social mo vement or ganiza tion:

a single social mo vement gr oup

social mo vement sector:

the multiple social mo vement industries in a socie ty,

even if the y have widel y varying c onsti tuen ts and goals
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After a devastating earthquak e in
2010, Twitter and the R ed Cross raised
millions f or Haiti r elief efforts thr ough
phone donations alone. (Photo
courtesy of Cambodia4KidsOrg/f lickr )

26. Reading: Theoretical
Perspectives on Social
Movements

Theoretical
Perspectives on Social
Movements

Most the ories o f social

movements are called collectiv e

action the ories, indic ating the

purposeful na tur e of this f orm

of collectiv e behavior . The

follo wing thr ee theories ar e but

a few of the man y classic and modern the ories de veloped by social

scientists.

Resource Mobilization

McCarth y and Zald (1977) conceptualiz e resour ce mobiliza tion

theor y as a way to e xplain mo vement suc cess in terms o f the abili ty

to acquir e resources and mobiliz e individuals. R esources are

primaril y time and mone y, and the mor e of both, the gr eater the

power of or ganized movements. Numbers o f social mo vement

organizations ( SMOs), which ar e single social mo vement gr oups,

wi th the same g oals consti tute a social mo vement industr y (SMI).

Together the y cr eate wha t M cCarth y and Zald (1977) refer to as Òthe

sum of all social mo vements in a socie ty.Ó
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Resource Mobilization and the Civil Rights Movement

An example o f r esource mobiliza tion the or y is activi ty of the civil

rig hts mo vement in the de cade between the mid 1950s and the mid

1960s. Social movements had existe d before, notabl y the W omenÕs

Suf fr age Movement and a long line o f labor mo vements, thus

consti tuting an existing social mo vement sector , which is the

multiple social mo vement industries in a socie ty, even if the y have

widel y varying c onsti tuen ts and goals. The civil rig hts mo vement

had also existe d well bef ore Rosa Parks refused to g ive up her bus

seat to a whi te man. Less kno wn is tha t Parks was a member o f

the NA ACP and tr ained in le adership ( A&E Television N etworks,

LLC. 2014). But her ac tion tha t day was spontaneous and unplanne d

(Schmi tz 2014). Her arr est trigg ered a public outcr y tha t le d to the

famous M ontgomer y bus boycot t, turning the mo vement in to wha t

we now think o f as the Òcivil rig hts mo vementÓ (Schmi tz 2014).

Mobiliza tion had to beg in imme diatel y. Boycot ting the bus made

other me ans of tr anspor tation ne cessary, which w as provided

thr ough car pools. Chur ches and their ministers joine d the strugg le,

and the pr otest or ganization I n Friendship w as forme d as well as

The Friendl y Club and the Club F rom Nowher e. A social mo vement

industr y, which is the c ollection o f the social mo vement

organizations tha t ar e striving to ward similar g oals, was growing.

Mar tin Luther King Jr . emerged during these e vents to be come

the charisma tic le ader of the mo vement, gained respect fr om eli tes

in the f ederal governmen t, and aide d by even mor e emerging SMOs

such as the Studen t N on-V iolen t Coor dinating Commi t tee (SNCC),

the Congr ess of Racial Equali ty (CORE), the National Associa tion

for the Ad vancement o f Color ed People (NAACP), and the Southern

Christian Le adership Conf erence (SCLC), among others. Several still

exist toda y. Althoug h the mo vement in tha t period w as an overall

success, and laws were changed (even if not a t ti tudes), the

ÒmovementÓ continues. So do strugg les to k eep the gains tha t w ere

made, even as the U.S. Supr eme Cour t has r ecentl y weakened the
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Voter Rig hts Act o f 1965, once again making i t mor e dif f icult f or

black Americ ans and other minori ties to v ote.

Multiple social movement organizations concerned about the same issue
form a social movement industr y. A societyÕs many social movement
industries comprise its social movement sector . With so many options,
to whom will you give your time and money?

Framing/Frame Analysis

Over the past se veral decades, sociolog ists have developed the

concept o f fr ames to explain ho w individuals iden tif y and

understand social e vents and which norms the y should f ollo w in an y

given situation ( Goffman 1974; Snow et al. 1986; Benford and Snow

2000 ). Imagine en tering a r estaurant. Your ÒframeÓ immediatel y

provides you wi th a behavior templa te. I t pr obably does not oc cur

to y ou to w ear pajamas to a f ine-dining establishmen t, thr ow food

at other pa tr ons, or spi t your drink on to the table. H owever, eating

food at a sleepover piz za party pr ovides you wi th an en tir ely

dif ferent behavior templa te. I t mig ht be perf ectl y acceptable to e at

in your pajamas and ma ybe even thr ow popc orn a t others or guz zle

drinks fr om cans.
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Successful social mo vements use thr ee kinds o f fr ames (Snow

and Benford 1988) to fur ther their g oals. The f irst t ype, diagnostic

fr aming , states the pr oblem in a cle ar, easily understood w ay. When

applying diagnostic fr ames, ther e are no shades of gr ay: inste ad,

ther e is the belief tha t wha t ÒtheyÓ do is wrong and this is ho w

ÒweÓ will fix i t. The an ti-ga y marriag e movement is an example

of diagnostic fr aming wi th i ts unc ompr omising insistenc e that

marriag e is onl y between a man and a w oman. Prognostic fr aming ,

the second t ype, offers a solution and sta tes how i t will be

implemen ted. Some examples of this fr ame, when looking a t the

issue of marriag e equali ty as framed by the an ti-ga y marriag e

movement, include the plan to r estric t marriag e to Òone man/one

womanÓ or to allow onl y Òcivil unionsÓ instead of marriag es. As you

can see, ther e may be many competing pr ognostic fr ames even

wi thin social mo vements adhering to similar diagnostic fr ames.

Finall y, moti vational fr aming is the c all to ac tion: wha t should y ou

do onc e you agree wi th the diagnostic fr ame and belie ve in the

prognostic fr ame? These frames are action-orien ted. In the gay

marriag e movement, a call to ac tion mig ht enc our age you to v ote

ÒnoÓ on Proposi tion 8 in Calif ornia ( a move to limi t marriag e to male-

female couples), or conversely, to c ontact your loc al congr essperson

to expr ess your vie wpoin t tha t marriag e should be r estric ted to

male-f emale couples.

With so man y similar diagnostic fr ames, some groups f ind i t best

to join tog ether to maximiz e their impac t. W hen social mo vements

link their g oals to the g oals of other social mo vements and mer ge

into a sing le group, a fr ame alignmen t pr ocess (Snow et al. 1986)

occursÑan ong oing and in ten tional me ans of r ecrui ting par ticipan ts

to the mo vement.

This fr ame alignmen t pr ocess has four aspects: bridg ing,

amplif ication, e xtension, and tr ansforma tion. Bridging descri bes a

ÒbridgeÓ that connects unin volved individuals and unor ganized or

inef fectiv e groups wi th social mo vements tha t, thoug h struc tur ally

unconnected, none theless shar e similar in ter ests or g oals. These

organizations join tog ether to cr eate a new, str onger social

Reading: Theoretic al Perspectiv es on Social Movements | 177



movement or ganization. Can y ou think o f examples of dif ferent

organizations wi th a similar g oal tha t have banded tog ether?

In the amplif ication model, or ganizations se ek to e xpand their

core ideas to gain a wider , mor e universal appeal. By expanding their

ideas to include a br oader r ange, they can mobiliz e mor e people

for their c ause. For example, the Slo w Food mo vement extends i ts

arguments in suppor t o f loc al food to enc ompass reduced ener gy

consumption, pollution, obesi ty fr om eating mor e healthfull y, and

mor e.

In extension , social mo vements agree to mutuall y pr omote e ach

other , even when the t wo social mo vement or ganization Õs goals

donÕt necessarily relate to e ach otherÕs immediate goals. This often

occurs when or ganizations ar e sympathe tic to e ach othersÕ causes,

even if the y are not dir ectl y aligned, such as womenÕs equal rig hts

and the civil rig hts mo vement.
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Extension occur s when social movements have
sympathetic causes. WomenÕs rights, r acial equality, and
LGBT advocacy are all human rights issues. (Photos (a)
and (b) courtesy of Wikimedia Commons; Photo (c)
courtesy of Char lie Nguyen/f lickr )

Transformation means a comple te r evision o f goals. Once a

movement has succeeded, i t risks losing r elevance. If i t w ants to

remain activ e, the mo vement has to chang e wi th the tr ansforma tion

or risk be coming obsole te. For instanc e, when the w omenÕs suffr age

movement gaine d women the rig ht to v ote, members turne d their

at ten tion to ad vocating e qual rig hts and c ampaigning to ele ct

women to o ff ice. In shor t, tr ansforma tion is an e volution in the

existing diagnostic or pr ognostic fr ames that generally achieves a

total c onversion o f the mo vement.

New Social Movement Theory

New social mo vement theor y, a developmen t o f European social

scientists in the 1950s and 1960s, a t tempts to e xplain the

prolif eration o f postindustrial and postmodern mo vements tha t ar e

dif f icult to anal yze using tr aditional social mo vement the ories.

Rather than being one spe cif ic the or y, it is mor e of a perspectiv e
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that r evolves around understanding mo vements as they relate to

poli tics, iden ti ty, cultur e, and social chang e. Some of these mor e

comple x in terr elated movements include e cofeminism, which

focuses on the pa triar chal socie ty as the sour ce of envir onmen tal

problems, and the tr ansgender rig hts mo vement. Sociolog ist Steven

Buechler (2000 ) suggests tha t w e should be looking a t the bigg er

pic tur e in which these mo vements ariseÑshif ting to a macr o-le vel,

global analysis of social mo vements.

The Movement to Legalize Marijuana

The early histor y of marijuana in the Uni ted States includes i ts

use as an over-the-c ounter me dicine as w ell as various industrial

applic ations. I ts r ecreational use e ventuall y became a focus of

regulator y concern. Public opinion, sw ayed by a powerful

propaganda campaign b y the Federal Bureau of Narcotics in the

1930s, remained f irml y opposed to the use o f marijuana f or de cades.

In the 1936 chur ch-f inanc ed pr opaganda f ilm ÒReefer Madness,Ó

marijuana w as portr ayed as a dangerous drug tha t caused insani ty

and violen t behavior .

One r eason for the r ecent shif t in public a t ti tudes about

marijuana, and the social mo vement pushing f or i ts

decriminaliza tion, is a mor e-inf orme d understanding o f i ts ef fects

that lar gely contr adict i ts earlier char acteriza tion. The public has

also become aware that penalties f or possession ha ve been

signif icantl y dispr opor tiona te along r acial lines. U .S. Census and FBI

data r eveal that blacks in the Uni ted States are between t wo to

eight times mor e likely than whi tes to be arr ested for possession

of marijuana (Urbina 2013; Ma t thews 2013). Fur ther , the r esulting

inc arceration c osts and prison o vercrowding ar e causing sta tes to

look closel y at decriminaliza tion and legaliza tion.

In 2012, marijuana was legalized for r ecreational purposes in

Washington and Color ado thr ough ballot ini tia tiv es approved by
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voters. W hile i t r emains a Schedule One c ontr olled substanc e under

federal law, the f ederal governmen t has indic ated tha t i t will not

inter vene in sta te decisions to e ase marijuana laws.

Think It Over

1. Think about a social mo vement industr y dealing

wi th a cause that is impor tant to y ou. How do the

dif ferent social mo vement or ganizations o f this

industr y seek to engage you? Which te chniques do

you r espond to ? Why?

2. Do you think social me dia is an impor tant tool in

creating social chang e? Why, or wh y not? Def end

your opinion.

3. Descri be a social movement in the de cline stag e.

What is i ts issue? Why has it r eached this stag e?

Practice

1. If we divide social mo vements according to their

posi tions among all social mo vements in a socie ty, we are

using the __________ the or y to understand social

movements.

a. fr aming

b. new social mo vement

c. resource mobiliza tion

d. value-adde d
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Show Answer

c

2. While PETA is a social movement or ganization, tak en

together , the animal rig hts social mo vement or ganizations

PETA, ALF, and Greenpeace are a __________.

a. social mo vement industr y

b. social mo vement sector

c. social mo vement par ty

d. social industr y

Show Answer

a

3. If a movement claims tha t the best w ay to r everse

clima te chang e is to r educe carbon emissions b y outla wing

priv atel y owned cars, Òoutla wing c arsÓ is the ________.

a. prognostic fr aming

b. diagnostic fr aming

c. motiv ational fr aming

d. fr ame tr ansforma tion

Show Answer

a

Show Glossary

diagnostic fr aming:

a the social pr oblem tha t is sta ted in a clear, easily understood

manner

fr ame alignmen t pr ocess:

using bridg ing, amplif ication, e xtension, and tr ansforma tion as

an ongoing and in ten tional me ans of r ecrui ting par ticipan ts to

a movement
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moti vational fr aming:

a call to ac tion

new social mo vement theor y:

a theor y tha t at tempts to e xplain the pr olif eration o f

postindustrial and postmodern mo vements tha t ar e dif f icult to

understand using tr aditional social mo vement the ories

pr ognostic fr aming:

social mo vements tha t sta te a clear solution and a me ans of

implemen tation

resour ce mobiliza tion theor y:

a theor y tha t explains social mo vementsÕ success in terms o f

their abili ty to acquir e resources and mobiliz e individuals

social mo vement industr y:

the c ollection o f the social mo vement or ganizations tha t ar e

striving to ward similar g oals

social mo vement or ganiza tion:

a single social mo vement gr oup

social mo vement sector:

the multiple social mo vement industries in a socie ty, even if

they have widel y varying c onsti tuen ts and goals
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27. Preliminary Research
Strategies

The f irst step to wards wri ting a r esearch paper is pr et ty obvious:

f ind sour ces. Not everything tha t you f ind will be g ood, and those

that ar e good ar e not al ways easily found. Having an ide a of wha t

youÕre looking f orÐwhat will most help y ou develop your essay and

enforce your thesisÐwill help guide y our pr ocess.

Example of a Research Process

A good r esearch pr ocess should go thr ough these steps:

1. Decide on the topic.

2. Narr ow the topic in or der to narr ow search par ameters.

3. Create a question tha t your r esearch will addr ess.

4. Generate sub-questions fr om your main question.

5. Determine wha t kind o f sour ces are best for your ar gument.

6. Create a bibliogr aphy as you gather and r eference sources.

Each of these is descri bed in gr eater de tail belo w.
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Books, books, books ÉDo not start
research haphazardlyÑcome up with a
plan f ir st.

Preliminary Research
Strategies

A research plan should beg in

after y ou can clearly iden tif y

the f ocus of your ar gument.

First, inf orm y ourself about the

basics of your topic (W ikipe dia

and general online se arches are

great star ting poin ts). Be sure

youÕve read all the assigned texts and c arefull y read the pr ompt as

you gather pr eliminar y inf orma tion. This stage is sometimes c alled

pr e-r esearch.

A broad online se arch will yield thousands o f sour ces, which no

one could be e xpected to r ead thr ough. To make it easier on

yourself, the ne xt step is to narr ow your f ocus. Think about wha t

kind o f posi tion or stanc e you can take on the topic. W hat about i t

strik es you as most in ter esting ? Refer back to the pr ewri ting stag e

of the wri ting pr ocess, which will c ome in hand y here.

Preliminary Search Tips

1. It is okay to star t wi th Wikipe dia as a reference, but

do not use i t as an off icial sour ce. Look at the links

and references at the bot tom o f the pag e for mor e

ideas.

2. Use ÒCtr l+FÓ to find c ertain w ords wi thin a w ebpage

in or der to jump to the se ctions o f the ar ticle tha t

inter est you.

3. Use Google Advanced Search to be mor e specif ic in
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your search. You can also use tricks to be mor e

specif ic wi thin the main Google Search Engine:

1. Use quotation mar ks to narr ow your search

fr om just tanks in W WII to ÒTanks in W WII Ó or

ÒTanksÓ in ÒWWII Ó.

2. Find specif ic t ypes of websites by adding

Òsite:.govÓ or Òsite:.eduÓ or Òsite:.or gÓ. You can

also search for specif ic f ile t ypes lik e

Òfiletype:.pdfÓ.

4. Click on ÒSearch ToolsÓ under the search bar in

Google and select ÒAny time Ó to see a list of options

for time periods to help limi t your search. You can

find inf orma tion just in the past mon th or y ear, or

even for a custom r ange.

Use featur es already available thr ough Google Search lik e Search
Tools and Advanced Search to narr ow and r efine your r esults.

As you narr ow your f ocus, cr eate a list o f questions tha t youÕll need

to answ er in or der to wri te a good essay on the topic. The r esearch

process will help y ou answer these questions.

Another par t o f your r esearch plan should include the t ype of

sources you w ant to ga ther . Keep tr ack of these sour ces in a

bibliogr aphy and jot do wn notes about the book, ar ticle, or
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documen t and ho w i t will be useful to y our essay. This will sa ve you

a lot o f time la ter in the essa y pr ocessÐyouÕll thank yourself !
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28. Reading: Occupy Wall
Street

In many ways, this mask, which per haps became infamous due to its use by
the ÒhacktivistÓ group Anonymous, has come to stand for r evolution and social
change around the wor ld. (Photo courtesy of Coco Curranski/f lickr )

Perhaps the social mo vement tha t r an the most c ontr ary to the or y

in r ecent histor y is Occupy Wall Str eet (OWS). Althoug h i t contains

many of the classic de velopmen tal elemen ts of a social mo vement

we will descri be in this chapter , it is set apar t by i ts lack o f a

single message, its leaderless organization, and i ts tar getÑ financial

insti tutions inste ad of the g overnmen t. OWS baff led much o f the

public, and c ertainl y the mainstr eam media, leading man y to ask,

ÒWho are they, and what do the y want?Ó

On July 13, 2011, the organization Adbusters poste d on i ts blog,

ÒAre you r eady for a Tahrir momen t? On September 17th, f lood in to

lower Manha t tan, set up ten ts, ki tchens, pe aceful barric ades and

occupy Wall Str eetÓ (Castells 2012).
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The ÒTahrir momen tÓ was a reference to the 2010 poli tic al

uprising tha t began in T unisia and spr ead thr oughout the Middle

East and Nor th Afric a, including E gyptÕs Tahrir Squar e in Cair o.

Althoug h OWS was a reaction to the c ontinuing f inancial chaos

that r esulted fr om the 2008 mar ket meltdo wn and not a poli tic al

movement, the Ar ab Spring w as its catalyst.

Manuel Castells (2012) notes tha t the y ears leading up to the

Occupy movement had wi tnessed a dizzying incr ease in the

dispari ty of wealth in the Uni ted States, stemming back to the 1980s.

The top 1 per cent in the na tion had se cur ed 58 per cent o f the

economic gr owth in the period f or themsel ves, while r eal hour ly

wages for the a verage worker had incr eased by onl y 2 percent.

The wealth o f the top 5 per cent had incr eased by 42 percent. The

average pay of a CEO was now 350 times tha t o f the a verage worker,

compar ed to less than 50 times in 1983 ( AFL-CI O 2014). The

countr yÕs leading f inancial insti tutions, to man y clearly to blame f or

the crisis and dubbe d Òtoo big to fail,Ó were in tr ouble af ter man y

poor ly qualif ied borr owers defaulte d on their mor tgage loans when

the loansÕ inter est r ates r ose. The banks were eventuall y ÒbailedÓ out

by the g overnmen t wi th $700 billion o f taxpa yer mone y. According

to man y repor ts, tha t same year top e xecutiv es and tr aders r eceived

large bonuses.

On September 17, 2011, an anniversary of the signing o f the U .S.

Consti tution, the oc cupation began. One thousand outr aged

protestors desc ended upon W all Str eet, and up to 20 ,000 pe ople

moved in to Zuc cot ti Park, onl y t wo blocks away, wher e they began

building a villag e of ten ts and or ganizing a system o f

communic ation. The pr otest soon began spr eading thr oughout the

nation, and i ts members star ted calling themsel ves Òthe 99 percent.Ó

More than a thousand ci ties and to wns had O ccupy demonstr ations.

In answer to the question Ò Who are they?Ó Castells notes Ò. . .

by and lar ge the mo vement w as made up of a large majori ty of

democr atic v oters, as w ell as of poli tic ally independen t minde d

people who w ere in search of new forms o f chang ing the w or ld .

. . Ó (Castells 2012). What do the y want? Castells has dubbe d OWS
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ÒA non-demand mo vement: The pr ocess is the message.Ó Using

Facebook, Twi t ter , Tumblr , and live-str eam video, the pr otesters

conveyed a multif old message wi th a long list o f r eforms and social

change, including the ne ed to addr ess the rising dispari ty of wealth,

the inf luenc e of mone y on election outc omes, the notion o f

Òcorpor ate personhood, Ó a corpor atiz ed poli tic al system (to be

replaced by Òdir ect democr acyÓ), politic al favoring o f the rich, and

rising studen t debt. Regardless, some in the me dia appeared

confused about the pr otestorsÕ inten tions, and ar ticles c arrie d ti tles

like, ÒThe Wall Str eet Pr otesters: W hat the H ell Do The y Want?Ó

(Gell 2011) from The New York Observer, and person-in-the-str eet

quota tions lik e, ÒI think theyÕre idiots. The y have no agenda . . . Ó from

the Los Angeles Times (Le Tellier 2012).

The late James C. Davies suggested in his 1962 paper , ÒToward a

Theor y of Revolution Ó (fr om the American Sociological Review, Vol,

27 Issue 1) that r evolution depends upon the mood o f the pe ople,

and tha t i t is extr emely unlik ely those in absolute po verty will be

able to o verturn a g overnmen t, simpl y because the governmen t has

inf ini tel y mor e power. Instead, a revolution is mor e possible when

expected need satisfac tion and ac tual ne ed satisfac tion ar e out o f

sync. As actual ne ed satisfac tion tr ends downward and away fr om

what a former ly pr osperous people have come to e xpectÑtr acing a

cur ve that looks some what lik e an upside-do wn J and is called the

Davies-J cur veÑthe gap be tween expectations and r eality widens.

Eventuall y an in toler able poin t is r eached, and r evolution oc curs.

Thus, change comes not fr om the v ery bot tom o f the social

hier archy, but fr om somewher e in the middle. I ndeed, the Ar ab

Spring w as driven by mostl y young pe ople whose e ducation had

offered pr omise and expectations tha t w ere thwarted by corrupt

autocr atic g overnmen ts. OWS too c ame not fr om the bot tom but

fr om people in the middle, who e xploi ted the po wer of social me dia

to enhanc e communic ation.
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29. Reading: Social Change
and Modernization

Collectiv e behavior and social mo vements are just t wo of the f orces

driving social chang e, which is the chang e in socie ty created

thr ough social mo vements as well as external fac tors lik e

envir onmen tal shif ts or te chnolog ical inno vations. Essentiall y, any

disruptiv e shif t in the sta tus quo, be i t in ten tional or r andom,

human-c aused or na tur al, can lead to social chang e. Below are

some of the lik ely causes.

Causes of Social Change

Changes to te chnolog y, social insti tutions, popula tion, and the

envir onmen t, alone or in some c ombina tion, cr eate chang e. Below,

we will discuss ho w these ac t as agents of social chang e, and weÕll

examine r eal-w or ld examples. We will f ocus on f our agents of

change that social scien tists r ecogniz e: technolog y, social

insti tutions, popula tion, and the en vir onmen t.

Technology

Some would say tha t impr oving te chnolog y has made our liv es

easier. Imagine wha t your da y would be lik e wi thout the I nterne t,

the automobile, or ele ctrici ty. In The World Is Flat, Thomas Frie dman

(2005) argues that te chnolog y is a driving f orce behind

globaliza tion, while the other f orces of social chang e (social

insti tutions, popula tion, en vir onmen t) play compar ativ ely minor

roles. He suggests tha t w e can view globaliza tion as oc curring in
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thr ee distinc t periods. F irst, g lobaliza tion w as driven by mili tar y

expansion, po wered by horsepo wer and wind po wer. The countries

best able to tak e advantage of these po wer sour ces expanded the

most, and e xert contr ol over the poli tics o f the g lobe fr om the

late f if teenth c entur y to ar ound the y ear 1800. The second shor ter

period fr om appr oximatel y 1800 C.E. to 2000 C.E. consiste d of a

globalizing e conom y. Steam and r ail power w ere the guiding f orces

of social chang e and globaliza tion in this period. F inall y, Frie dman

brings us to the post-millennial er a. In this period o f globaliza tion,

change is driv en by technolog y, particular ly the I nterne t (Frie dman

2005).

But also c onsider tha t te chnolog y can create chang e in the other

thr ee forces social scien tists link to social chang e. Advances in

medical technolog y allow other wise inf ertile w omen to be ar

childr en, which indir ectl y leads to an incr ease in popula tion.

Advances in agricultur al technolog y have allowed us to g enetic ally

alter and pa ten t f ood pr oduc ts, which chang es our en vir onmen t

in innumer able ways. From the w ay we educate childr en in the

classroom to the w ay we grow the f ood w e eat, te chnolog y has

impac ted all aspects of modern lif e.

Of course ther e are drawbacks. The incr easing gap between the

technolog ical haves and have-notsÐÐsometimes c alled the dig ital

divideÐÐoccurs both loc ally and globall y. Fur ther , ther e are added

securi ty risks: the loss o f priv acy, the risk o f total system failur e

(like the Y2K panic a t the turn o f the millennium ), and the adde d

vulner abili ty cr eated by technolog ical dependenc e. Think about the

technolog y tha t goes into k eeping nucle ar power plan ts running

safely and secur ely. What happens if an e arthquak e or other

disaster , like in the c ase of JapanÕs Fukushima plan t, causes the

technolog y to malfunc tion, not to men tion the possi bili ty of a

systematic a t tack to our na tion Õs relativ ely vulner able technolog ical

infr astruc tur e?
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Crowdsourcing: Using the Web to Get Things
Done

Millions o f people toda y walk around wi th their he ads

tilte d to ward a small device held in their hands. P erhaps

you are reading this te xtbook on a phone or table t. People

in developed societies no w tak e communic ation te chnolog y

for gr anted. How has this te chnolog y affected social chang e

in our socie ty and others? One v ery posi tiv e way is

crowdsour cing.

Thanks to the w eb, digital cr owdsour cing is the pr ocess

of obtaining ne eded services, ideas, or conten t by solici ting

contri butions fr om a large group o f people, and especiall y

fr om an online c ommuni ty rather than fr om tr aditional

emplo yees or suppliers. W eb-based companies such as

Kickstar ter ha ve been cr eated pr ecisely for the purposes o f

raising lar ge amounts of mone y in a shor t period o f time,

notabl y by sidestepping the tr aditional f inancing pr ocess.

This book, or vir tual book, is the pr oduc t o f a kind o f

crowdsour cing ef for t. I t has been wri t ten and r eviewed by

several authors in a v ariety of f ields to g ive you fr ee access

to a lar ge amount o f data pr oduced at a low cost. The

largest example o f cr owdsour ced data is Wikipe dia, the

online enc yclopedia which is the r esult o f thousands o f

volun teers adding and c orr ecting ma terial.

Perhaps the most striking use o f cr owdsour cing is

disaster r elief. By tr acking t weets and e-mails and

organizing the da ta in or der o f ur gency and quanti ty, relief

agencies can address the most ur gent calls for help, such as

for me dical aid, food, shelter , or r escue. On January 12, 2010
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a devastating e arthquak e hit the na tion o f Haiti. By January

25, a crisis map had been cr eated fr om mor e than 2,500

inciden t r epor ts, and mor e repor ts were added every day.

The same technolog y was used to assist vic tims o f the

Japanese earthquak e and tsunami in 2011.

The Darker Side of Technology: Electronic
Aggression in the Information Age

The U.S. Center f or Dise ase Contr ol (CDC) uses the term Òelectr onic

aggressionÓ to describe Òany t ype of har assment or bull ying tha t

occurs thr ough e-mail, a cha t r oom, instan t messaging, a website

(including blogs ), or te xt messagingÓ (CDC, n.d.) We generally think

of this as c yberbull ying. A 2011 study by the U .S. Departmen t o f

Education f ound tha t 27.8 percent o f studen ts aged t welve thr ough

eighteen repor ted experiencing bull ying. From the same sample 9

percent specif ically repor ted having been a victim o f cyberbull ying

(Robers et al. 2013).

Cyberbull ying r epresents a powerful chang e in modern socie ty.

William F. Ogburn (1922) might have been descri bing i t ne arly a

centur y ago when he def ined Òcultur al lag,Ó which occurs when

material cultur e precedes nonma terial cultur e. That is, socie ty may

not full y compr ehend all the c onsequences of a new te chnolog y and

so may ini tiall y reject i t (such as stem c ell r esearch) or embr ace

it, sometimes wi th unin tende d negativ e consequences (such as

pollution ).

Cyberbull ying is a special f eatur e of the I nterne t. Unique to

electr onic aggr ession is tha t i t can happen t wenty-f our hours a da y,

every day; it can reach a child ( or an adult ) even thoug h she or

he mig ht other wise f eel safe in a lock ed house. The messages and
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images may be poste d anonymousl y and to a v ery wide a udienc e,

and the y mig ht even be impossi ble to tr ace. Finall y, once posted, the

texts and imag es are very hard to dele te. I ts ef fects r ange from the

use of alcohol and drugs to lo wer self -este em, health pr oblems, and

even suicide (CDC, n.d.).

The Story of Megan Meier

According to the M egan Meier Foundation w eb site

(2014a), Megan Meier had a lif elong strugg le wi th w eight,

at ten tion def ici t disor der, and depr ession. But then a

sixte en-y ear-old bo y named Josh Evans asked Megan, who

was thir teen years old, to be friends on the social

networking w eb site M ySpace. The two began

communic ating online r egular ly, thoug h the y never met in

person or spok e on the phone. N ow M egan finall y knew a

boy who, she belie ved, really thoug ht she w as pret ty.

But things chang ed, according to the M egan Meier

Foundation w eb site (2014b). Josh began saying he didn Õt

want to be friends an ymor e, and the messages became

cruel on O ctober 16, 2006, when Josh conclude d by telling

Megan, ÒThe wor ld w ould be a bet ter plac e wi thout y ou.Ó

The cyberbull ying escalated when addi tional classma tes

and friends on M ySpace began wri ting disturbing messag es

and bulle tins. Tha t nig ht M egan hanged herself in her

bedroom close t, thr ee weeks before what w ould have been

her f our teenth bir thda y.

According to an ABC N ews article ti tle d, ÒParents: Cyber

Bull ying Led to TeenÕs DeathÓ (2007), it w as only later tha t a

neighbor inf orme d MeganÕs parents tha t Josh was not a real

198 | Reading: Social Change and Moderniza tion



person. I nstead, ÒJoshÕsÓ account w as created by the mother

of a gir l who use d to be friends wi th M egan.

You can f ind out mor e of MeganÕs stor y at her motherÕs

web site: ht tp:/ / www.meganmeierf oundation.or g/

Social Institutions

Each change in a sing le social insti tution le ads to chang es in all

social insti tutions. F or example, the industrializa tion o f socie ty

meant tha t ther e was no longer a need for lar ge families to pr oduce

enough manual labor to run a farm. F ur ther , new job oppor tuni ties

were in close pr oximi ty to urban c enters wher e living spac e was

at a pr emium. The r esult is tha t the a verage famil y size shrunk

signif icantl y.

This same shif t to ward industrial c orpor ate en ti ties also chang ed

the w ay we view governmen t in volvement in the priv ate sector ,

created the g lobal econom y, provided new poli tic al platf orms, and

even spurr ed new r elig ions and ne w forms o f r elig ious w orship lik e

Scientolog y. It has also inf orme d the w ay we educate our childr en:

orig inall y schools w ere set up to ac commoda te an agricultur al

calendar so childr en could be home to w ork the f ields in the

summer , and even toda y, teaching models ar e largely based on

preparing studen ts for industrial jobs, despi te tha t being an

outda ted need. A shif t in one ar ea, such as industrializa tion, me ans

an inter connected impac t acr oss social insti tutions.
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Population

Popula tion c omposi tion is chang ing at every level of socie ty. Bir ths

incr ease in one nation and de crease in another . Some families dela y

childbir th while others star t bring ing childr en in to their f olds early.

Popula tion chang es can be due to r andom external f orces, like an

epidemic, or shif ts in other social insti tutions, as descri bed above.

But r egardless of wh y and ho w i t happens, popula tion tr ends have a

tr emendous in terr elated impac t on all other aspe cts of society.

In the Uni ted States, we are experiencing an incr ease in our

senior popula tion as bab y boomers beg in to r etir e, which will in

turn chang e the w ay many of our social insti tutions ar e organized.

For example, ther e is an incr eased demand f or housing in w armer

clima tes, a massive shif t in the ne ed for elder c are and assisted

living facili ties, and gr owing awareness of elder abuse. Ther e is

concern about labor shor tages as boomers r etir e, not to men tion

the kno wledge gap as the most senior and ac complishe d leaders

in dif ferent sectors star t to le ave. Fur ther , as this lar ge generation

leaves the w orkforce, the loss o f tax inc ome and pr essure on

pension and r etir ement plans me ans that the f inancial stabili ty of

the c ountr y is thr eatened.

Globall y, often the c ountries wi th the hig hest f ertili ty rates are

least able to absorb and a t tend to the ne eds of a growing popula tion.

Family planning is a lar ge step in ensuring tha t families ar e not

bur dened wi th mor e childr en than the y can care for. On a macr o

level, the incr eased popula tion, par ticular ly in the poor est par ts of

the g lobe, also leads to incr eased str ess on the plane tÕs resources.

The Environment

Turning to human e cology, we know tha t individuals and the

envir onmen t af fect each other . As human popula tions mo ve into

200 | Reading: Social Change and Moderniza tion



mor e vulner able areas, we see an incr ease in the number o f people

affected by natur al disasters, and w e see that human in ter action

wi th the en vir onmen t incr eases the impac t o f those disasters. P art

of this is simpl y the numbers: the mor e people ther e are on the

planet, the mor e likely i t is tha t some will be af fected by a natur al

disaster .

But i t goes beyond tha t. M ovements lik e 350.org descri be how w e

have already seen f ive extinc tions o f massive amounts of lif e on the

planet, and the crisis o f global chang e has put us on the v erge of

yet another . According to their w ebsite, ÒThe number 350 me ans

clima te safety: to pr eserve a livable planet, scien tists tell us w e must

reduce the amoun t o f CO2 in the a tmospher e fr om i ts curr ent le vel

of 400 par ts per million to belo w 350 ppm Ó (350.org).

The envir onmen t is best descri bed as an ecosystem, one tha t

exists as the in terpla y of multiple par ts including 8. 7 million spe cies

of lif e. However doz ens of species are going extinc t every day, a

number 1,000 times to 10 ,000 times the normal Òbackgr ound r ateÓ

and the hig hest r ate sinc e the dinosa urs disappe ared 65 million

years ago. The Center f or Biolog ical Diversi ty states tha t this

extinc tion crisis, unlik e previous ones c aused by natur al disasters,

is Òcaused almost en tir ely by usÓ (Center f or Biolog ical Diversi ty,

n.d.). The growth o f the human popula tion, curr entl y over seven

billion and e xpected to rise to nine or ten billion b y 2050, perf ectl y

corr elates wi th the rising e xtinc tion r ate of lif e on earth.

Hurricane Katrina: When It All Comes Together

The four k ey elements tha t af fect social chang e that ar e

descri bed in this chapter ar e the envir onmen t, te chnolog y,

social insti tutions, and popula tion. I n 2005, New Or leans

was struck b y a devastating hurric ane. But i t w as not just
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the hurric ane that w as disastrous. It w as the converging o f

all four o f these elemen ts, and the te xt belo w will c onnect

the elemen ts by put ting the w ords in par entheses.

Before Hurric ane Katrina ( envir onmen t) hit, poor ly

coor dinated evacuation ef for ts had lef t about 25 per cent o f

the popula tion, almost en tir ely Afric an Americ ans who

lacked priv ate tr anspor tation, to suf fer the c onsequences of

the c oming storm ( demogr aphics). Then Òafter the storm,

when the le vees broke, thousands mor e [refugees] came.

And the ci ty buses, meant to tak e them to pr oper shelters,

were under waterÓ (Sulliv an 2005). No public tr anspor tation

was provided, drinking w ater and c ommunic ations w ere

delayed, and FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management

Agency (insti tutions ), was headed by an appoin tee wi th no

real experienc e in emer gency management. Those who

were eventuall y evacuated did not kno w wher e they were

being sent or ho w to c ontact famil y members. Afric an

Americ ans were sent the far thest fr om their homes. W hen

the displac ed began to r eturn, public housing had not be en

reestablishe d, yet the Super dome stadium, which had

served as a tempor ary disaster shelter , had been rebuilt.

Homeowners r eceived f inancial suppor t, but r enters did

not.

As it turns out, i t w as not entir ely the hurric ane that cost

the liv es of 1,500 people, but the fac t tha t the ci tyÕs storm

levees (technolog y), which had be en built too lo w and

which faile d to me et numer ous other saf ety specif ications,

gave way, flooding the lo wer por tions o f the ci ty, occupie d

almost en tir ely by Afric an Americ ans.

Journalist N aomi Klein, in her book The Shock Doc trine:

The Rise of Disaster Capi talism, pr esents a theor y of a

Òtriple shock,Ó consisting o f an ini tial disaster , an economic
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shock tha t r eplaces public ser vices with priv ate (for -pr of it)

ones, and a thir d shock c onsisting o f the in tense policing o f

the r emaining public. Klein suppor ts her claim b y quoting

then-Congr essman Richard Baker as saying, ÒWe finall y

cleaned up public housing in N ew Or leans. We couldn Õt do

it, but God did. Ó She quotes developer Joseph Canizar o as

stating, ÒI think w e have a clean sheet to star t again. And

wi th tha t cle an sheet w e have some very big oppor tuni ties.Ó

One clean sheet w as that New Or leans began to r eplace

public schools wi th char ters, br eaking the te achersÕ union

and f iring all public school te achers (Mullins 2014 ). Public

housing w as seriously reduced and the poor w ere forced

out altog ether or in to the suburbs far fr om medical and

other facili ties (The Advocate 2013). Finall y, by relocating

Afric an Americ ans and changing the r atio o f Afric an

Americ ans to whi tes, New Or leans changed i ts entir e

demogr aphic mak eup.

Modernization

Moderniza tion descri bes the pr ocesses that incr ease the amoun t o f

specializa tion and dif ferentia tion o f struc tur e in socie ties r esulting

in the mo ve fr om an unde veloped society to de veloped,

technolog ically driv en society (Irwin 1975). By this def ini tion, the

level of moderni ty wi thin a socie ty is judged by the sophistic ation o f

its te chnolog y, particular ly as it r elates to infr astruc tur e, industr y,

and the lik e. However, it is impor tant to note the inher ent

ethnoc entric bias o f such assessment. W hy do w e assume that those

living in semi-peripher al and peripher al nations w ould f ind i t so
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wonderful to be come mor e like the c ore nations? I s moderniza tion

always positiv e?

One contr adiction o f all kinds o f te chnolog y is tha t the y often

promise time-sa ving benef its, but someho w fail to deliv er. How

many times ha ve you gr ound y our te eth in frustr ation a t an I nterne t

site tha t r efused to load or a t a dr opped call on y our c ell phone ?

Despite time-sa ving devices such as dishwashers, washing

machines, and, no w, remote c ontr ol vacuum cle aners, the average

amoun t o f time spen t on house work is the same toda y as it w as fif ty

years ago. And the dubious benef its of 24/7 e-mail and imme diate

inf orma tion ha ve simpl y incr eased the amoun t o f time emplo yees

are expected to be r esponsive and available. While onc e businesses

had to tr avel at the spe ed of the U .S. postal system, sending

something o ff and w aiting un til i t w as received before the ne xt

stage, today the imme diacy of inf orma tion tr ansfer means ther e are

no such br eaks.

Fur ther , the I nterne t boug ht us inf orma tion, but a t a cost. The

mor ass of inf orma tion me ans that ther e is as much poor

inf orma tion a vailable as trust wor th y sour ces. There is a delicate

line to w alk when c ore nations se ek to bring the assume d benef its

of moderniza tion to mor e tr aditional cultur es. For one, ther e are

obvious pr ocapitalist biases tha t go in to such a t tempts, and i t is

shor t-sig hted for w estern g overnmen ts and social scien tists to

assume all other c ountries aspir e to f ollo w in their f ootsteps.

Addi tionall y, ther e can be a kind o f neo-li beral defense of rur al

cultur es, ignoring the o ften crushing po verty and diseases that exist

in peripher al nations and f ocusing onl y on a nostalg ic m ytholog y of

the happ y peasant. I t tak es a very careful hand to understand both

the ne ed for cultur al iden ti ty and pr eservation as w ell as the hopes

for futur e growth.
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Think It Over

1. Consider one o f the major social mo vements of the

twentie th c entur y, from civil rig hts in the Uni ted

States to GandhiÕs nonviolen t pr otests in I ndia. How

would te chnolog y have changed i t? Would chang e

have come mor e quickl y or mor e slowly? Defend your

opinion.

2. Discuss the dig ital divide in the c ontext o f

moderniza tion. I s ther e a real concern tha t poor er

communi ties ar e lacking in te chnolog y? Why, or wh y

not?

3. Which the or y do you think be t ter e xplains the

global econom y: dependenc y the or y (global ine qui ty

is due to the e xploi tation o f peripher al and semi-

peripher al nations b y core nations ) or moderniza tion

theor y? Remember to justif y your answ er and pr ovide

specif ic examples.

4. Do you think tha t moderniza tion is g ood or bad?

Explain, using e xamples.

Practice

1. Children in peripher al nations ha ve li t tle to no dail y

access to computers and the I nterne t, while childr en in

core nations ar e constan tl y exposed to this te chnolog y.

This is an example o f:
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a. the dig ital divide

b. human ecology

c. moderniza tion the or y

d. dependenc y the or y

Show Answer

a

2. When sociolog ists think about te chnolog y as an agent

of social chang e, which o f the f ollo wing is not an example?

a. Popula tion gr owth

b. Medical advances

c. The Interne t

d. Genetic ally engineered food

Show Answer

a

3. China is under going a shif t in industr y, incr easing labor

specializa tion and the amoun t o f dif ferentia tion pr esent in

the social struc tur e. This exemplif ies:

a. human ecology

b. dependenc y the or y

c. moderniza tion

d. conf lic t perspe ctiv e

Show Answer

c

4. Core nations tha t w ork to pr opel peripher al nations

toward moderniza tion ne ed to be aware of:

a. preserving peripher al nation cultur al iden ti ty
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b. preparing f or pi tfalls tha t come wi th moderniza tion

c. avoiding heg emonistic assumptions about

moderniza tion

d. all of the abo ve

Show Answer

d

5. In addi tion to social mo vements, social chang e is also

caused by technolog y, social insti tutions, popula tion and

______.

a. the en vir onmen t

b. moderniza tion

c. social struc tur e

d. new social mo vements

Show Answer

a

Show Glossary

cr owdsour cing:

the pr ocess of obtaining ne eded services, ideas, or conten t by

solici ting c ontri butions fr om a large group o f people

moderniza tion:

the pr ocess that incr eases the amount o f specializa tion and

dif ferentia tion o f struc tur e in socie ties

social chang e:

the chang e in a society created thr ough social mo vements as

well as thr ough external fac tors lik e envir onmen tal shif ts or

technolog ical inno vations

Reading: Social Change and Moderniza tion | 207



Self-Check: Collective Behavior and Social
Movements

YouÕll have mor e success on the Self -Che ck, if y ouÕve comple ted the

six Readings in this se ction.

An inter active or media element has been excluded from

this ver sion of the text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ /libr ary.achievingthedr eam.org/bcccomposition /?p=57
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30. Advanced Search
Strategies

As we learned earlier , the str ongest ar ticles to suppor t your

academic wri ting pr ojects will c ome fr om scholar ly sour ces.

Finding e xactl y what you need becomes specializ ed at this poin t,

and r equir es a new set o f searching str ateg ies beyond even Google

Scholar.

For this kind o f r esearch, youÕll want to utiliz e library databases,

as this vide o explains.

A YouTube element has been excluded from this ver sion of the

text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ /libr ary.achievingthedr eam.org/bcccomposition /?p=58

Many journals ar e sponsor ed by academic associations. M ost o f your

professors belong to some big, g eneral one (such as the Modern
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Language Association , the Americ an Psycholog ical Association , or

the Americ an Physical Society) and one or mor e smaller ones

organized around par ticular ar eas of in ter est and exper tise (such

as the Association f or the S tud y of Food and Socie ty and the

Interna tional Associa tion f or Statistic al Computing ).

Findingarticles in databases

Your c ampus li brary invests a lot o f time and c are into making

sure you have access to the sour ces you need for y our wri ting

projects. Many li braries have online r esearch guides tha t poin t you

to the best da tabases for the spe cif ic discipline and, per haps, the

specif ic course. Li brarians ar e eager to help y ou succeed wi th y our

researchÑi tÕs their job and the y love it!Ñso don Õt be shy about

asking.

The follo wing vide o demonstr ates how to se arch wi thin a li brary

database. While the e xamples ar e specif ic to N or thern V ir ginia

Communi ty College, the same general search tips appl y to ne arly all

academic da tabases. On your schoolÕs library homepag e, you should

be able to f ind a general search but ton and an alphabe tiz ed list o f

databases. Get familiar wi th y our o wn schoolÕs library homepag e

to iden tif y the g eneral search featur es, find databases, and practic e

searching f or specif ic ar ticles.
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A YouTube element has been excluded from this ver sion of the

text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ /libr ary.achievingthedr eam.org/bcccomposition /?p=58
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31. Essay 3 Prompt

For essay 3 comple te the f ollo wing tasks.

Task 1:

Read the f ollo wing on Compar e/Con tr ast essays:

ht tp:/ / owl.excelsior .edu/r hetoric al-st yles/c ompar e-and-

contr ast-essay/

Task 2:

Go back over the r eadings about social mo vements and think about

two tha t in ter est you the most. F ind at le ast 3 outside sour ces that

also discuss these mo vements.

Task 3:

Wri te an essay in which y ou compar e and contr ast the t wo

movements in terms o f goals, strateg ies, and outc omes.
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Requirements:

1000-1500 Words

Wri t ten in W ord documen t and uploade d on Blackboar d

10-12 Poin t TNR Font

Two outside sour ces cited using ML A style

Due:
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32. Primary, Secondary, and
Tertiary Sources

When searching f or inf orma tion on a topic, i t is impor tant to

understand the v alue of primar y, secondar y, and ter tiar y sources.

Primar y sour ces allow r esearchers to g et as close as possible

to orig inal ide as, events, and empiric al research as possible. Such

sources may include cr eativ e works, first hand or c ontempor ary

accounts of events, and the public ation o f the r esults o f empiric al

observations or r esearch.

Secondar y sour ces analyze, review, or summariz e inf orma tion

in primar y resources or other se condar y resources. Even sour ces

presenting fac ts or descriptions about e vents are secondar y unless

they are based on dir ect par ticipa tion or obser vation. M oreover,

secondar y sour ces often r ely on other se condar y sour ces and

standar d disciplinar y methods to r each results, and the y pr ovide the

principle sour ces of analysis about primar y sources.

Tertiar y sour ces provide overviews of topics b y synthesizing

inf orma tion ga ther ed fr om other r esources. Tertiar y resources

often pr ovide data in a c onvenien t f orm or pr ovide inf orma tion wi th

context b y which to in terpr et i t.

The distinc tions be tween primar y, secondar y, and ter tiar y

sources can be ambiguous. An individual documen t may be a

primar y sour ce in one c ontext and a secondar y sour ce in another .

Encyclopedias are typic ally consider ed ter tiar y sour ces, but a stud y

of how enc yclopedias have changed on the I nterne t w ould use them

as primar y sources. Time is a def ining elemen t.

While these def ini tions ar e clear, the lines beg in to blur in the

dif ferent discipline ar eas.
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In the Humanities & Social Sciences

In the humani ties and social scienc es, primar y sour ces are the

dir ect evidenc e or f irst-hand ac counts of events wi thout se condar y

analysis or in terpr etation. A primar y sour ce is a work tha t w as

created or wri t ten c ontempor ary wi th the period or subje ct being

studie d. Secondar y sour ces analyze or in terpr et historic al events or

creativ e works.

Primar y sour ces

¥ Diaries

¥ Inter views

¥ Let ters

¥ Orig inal w orks of ar t

¥ Photogr aphs

¥ Speeches

¥ Works of li ter atur e

A primar y sour ce is an original documen t containing f irsthand

inf orma tion about a topic. Dif ferent f ields o f stud y may use dif ferent

types of primar y sources.

Secondar y sour ces

¥ Biogr aphies

¥ Dissertations

¥ Indexes, abstracts, bi bliogr aphies (used to loc ate a secondar y

source)

¥ Journal ar ticles

¥ Monogr aphs

A secondar y sour ce contains c ommen tar y on or discussion about a

primar y sour ce. The most impor tant f eatur e of secondar y sour ces

is tha t the y offer an interpr etation of inf orma tion ga ther ed fr om

primar y sources.

Tertiar y sour ces
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¥ Dictionaries

¥ Encyclopedias

¥ Handbooks

A tertiar y sour ce presents summaries or c ondensed versions o f

materials, usuall y wi th r eferences back to the primar y and/or

secondar y sour ces. They can be a good plac e to look up fac ts or

get a general overview of a subject, but the y rarely contain orig inal

material.

Examples

Subject Primar y Secondar y Tertiar y

Art Painting Cri tic al review of the
painting

Encyclopedia ar ticle
on the ar tist

Histor y Civil W ar
diar y

Book on a Civil W ar
Bat tle List o f bat tle si tes

Li ter atur e Novel or
poem

Essay about themes
in the w ork

Biogr aphy of the
author

Poli tic al
science

Geneva
Convention

Article about
prisoners o f war

Chronolog y of
tr eaties

In the Sciences

In the scienc es, primar y sour ces are documen ts tha t pr ovide full

description o f the orig inal r esearch. For example, a primar y sour ce

would be a journal ar ticle wher e scientists descri be their r esearch

on the g enetics o f tobac co plan ts. A secondar y sour ce would be an

article c ommen ting or anal yzing the scien tistsÕ research on tobac co.

Primar y sour ces

¥ Conference proceedings
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¥ Inter views

¥ Journals

¥ Lab notebooks

¥ Paten ts

¥ Preprin ts

¥ Technic al repor ts

¥ Theses and disser tations

These are wher e the r esults o f orig inal r esearch are usually f irst

publishe d in the scienc es. This makes them the best sour ce of

inf orma tion on cut ting e dge topics. H owever the ne w ide as

presented may not be full y refined or validated yet.

Secondar y sour ces

¥ Monogr aphs

¥ Reviews

¥ Textbooks

¥ Treatises

These tend to summariz e the existing sta te o f kno wledge in a f ield

at the time o f public ation. Secondar y sour ces are good to f ind

comparisons o f dif ferent ide as and theories and to se e how the y

may have changed over time.

Tertiar y sour ces

¥ Compila tions

¥ Dictionaries

¥ Encyclopedias

¥ Handbooks

¥ Tables

These types of sour ces present condensed material, g enerally wi th

references back to the primar y and/or se condar y li ter atur e. They

can be a good plac e to look up da ta or to g et an o verview of a

subject, but the y rarely contain orig inal material.

Examples
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Subjects Primar y Secondar y Tertiar y

Agricultur e
Conference
paper on
tobac co genetics

Review ar ticle on the
curr ent sta te of tobac co
research

Encyclopedia
article on
tobac co

Chemistr y Chemic al paten t Book on chemic al
reactions

Table of
related
reactions

Physics Einstein Õs diary Biogr aphy on Einstein Dictionar y of
relativi ty
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33. Farmers Revolt in the
Populist Era

Learning Objectives

By the end o f this se ction, y ou will be able to:

¥ Understand ho w the e conomic and poli tic al clima te

of the da y pr omote d the f orma tion o f the farmersÕ

protest mo vement in the la t ter half o f the nine teenth

centur y

¥ Explain ho w the farmersÕ revolt mo ved fr om pr otest

to poli tics

The challeng es that man y Americ an farmers fac ed in the last quar ter

of the nine teenth c entur y were signif icant. They contende d wi th

economic har dships born out o f r apidl y declining farm pric es,

prohi bi tiv ely hig h tarif fs on i tems the y needed to pur chase, and

foreign competi tion. One o f the lar gest challeng es they faced was

overpr oduc tion, wher e the g lut o f their pr oduc ts in the mar ketplac e

drove the pric e lower and lo wer.

Overpr oduc tion o f cr ops occurr ed in par t due to the w estward

expansion o f homeste ad farms and in par t because industrializa tion

led to ne w farm tools tha t dr amatic ally incr eased cr op yields. As

farmers f ell deeper in to debt, whe ther i t be to the loc al stor es wher e

they boug ht supplies or to the r ailr oads that shippe d their pr oduce,

their r esponse was to incr ease crop pr oduc tion e ach year in the

hope of earning mor e money wi th which to pa y back their debt. The

mor e they pr oduced, the lo wer pric es dropped. To a hard-w orking
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This North Dak ota sod hut, built by a
homesteading farmer f or his f amil y,
was photographed in 1898, two years
after it was built. W hile the countr y
was quickl y industrializing, many
farmer s still lived in r ough, rur al
conditions.

farmer , the notion tha t their o wn o verpr oduc tion w as the gr eatest

contri buting fac tor to their debt w as a comple tel y foreign concept.

In addi tion to the c ycle of

overpr oduc tion, tarif fs were a

serious pr oblem f or farmers.

Rising tarif fs on industrial

produc ts made pur chased

items mor e expensive, yet

tarif fs were not being used to

keep farm pric es artif iciall y

high as well. Ther efore, farmers

were paying inf lated pric es but

not r eceiving them. F inall y, the

issue of gold versus sil ver as the

basis of U.S. currency was a

very real pr oblem to man y farmers. Farmers ne eded mor e money in

cir culation, whe ther i t w as paper or sil ver, in or der to cr eate

inf lationar y pr essure. Inf lationar y pr essure would allo w farm pric es

to incr ease, thus allowing them to e arn mor e money tha t the y could

then spend on the hig her -pric ed goods in stor es. However, in 1878,

federal law set the amoun t o f paper mone y in cir culation, and, as

mentione d above, Harrison Õs Sherman Silver Act, in tende d to

incr ease the amoun t o f sil ver coinage, was too modest to do an y real

good, especiall y in lig ht o f the unin tende d consequence of deple ting

the na tion Õs gold r eserve. In shor t, farmers had a big stack o f bills

and wanted a big stack o f mone yÑbe i t paper or sil verÑto pa y them.

Neither w as for thc oming fr om a governmen t tha t c ared mor e about

issues of patr onage and how to sta y in the W hi te House for mor e

than f our y ears at a time.
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This print fr om the early 1870s, with
scenes of farm lif e, was a promotional
poster for the Gr angers, one of the
earliest farmer r eform gr oups.

FARMERS BEGIN TO ORGANIZE

The ini tial r esponse by incr easingly frustr ated and angr y farmers

was to or ganize into gr oups tha t w ere similar to e arly labor unions.

Taking note o f how the industrial labor mo vement had unf olded in

the last quar ter o f the c entur y, farmers began to understand tha t

a collectiv e voice could cr eate signif icant pr essure among poli tic al

leaders and pr oduce substantiv e change. While farmers had their

own challeng es, including tha t o f geography and div erse needs

among dif ferent t ypes of famers, the y believed this model to be

useful to their c ause.

One of the f irst ef for ts to

organize farmers c ame in 1867

wi th Oliv er Hudson KellyÕs

creation o f the Patr ons of

Husbandr y, mor e popular ly

known as the Grange. In the

wake of the Civil W ar, the

Grangers quickl y grew to o ver

1.5 million members in less than

a decade. Kelly believed tha t

farmers c ould best help

themsel ves by cr eating farmersÕ

cooper ativ es in which the y

could pool r esources and

obtain be t ter shipping r ates, as

well as pric es on seeds,

fertiliz er, machiner y, and other

necessary inputs. These c ooper ativ es, he believed, would le t them

self-r egulate pr oduc tion as w ell as collectiv ely obtain be t ter r ates

fr om r ailr oad companies and other businesses.

At the sta te level, specif ically in W isconsin, Minnesota, Illinois,

and Iowa, the Patr ons of Husbandr y did brief ly succeed in ur ging

the passage of Granger Laws, which r egulated some r ailr oad rates
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The Farmer sÕ Alliance f lag displays the
motto: ÒThe most good for the most
PEOPLE,Ó clearly a sentiment they
hoped that other s would believe.

along wi th the pric es charged by grain elevator oper ators. The

movement also cr eated a poli tic al par tyÑthe Greenback Party, so

named for i ts suppor t o f prin t curr ency (or ÒgreenbacksÓ) not based

upon a gold standar dÑ which sa w brief suc cess with the ele ction o f

f if teen congr essmen. However, such successes were shor t-liv ed and

had li t tle impac t on the liv es of everyday farmers. I n the W abash

case of 1886, brought by the W abash, St. Louis, and P acif ic Railr oad

Company, the U.S. Supr eme Cour t rule d against the S tate o f Illinois

for passing Gr anger Laws contr olling r ailr oad rates; the c our t f ound

such laws to be unc onsti tutional. Their ar gument held tha t sta tes

did not ha ve the authori ty to c ontr ol in tersta te commer ce. As for

the Gr eenback Party, when onl y seven delegates appeared at an

1888 national c onvention o f the gr oup, the par ty faded fr om

existenc e.

Explor e Rural Lif e in the L ate Nine teenth Cen tur y to

stud y photogr aphs, firsthand r epor ts, and other

inf orma tion about ho w farmers liv ed and strugg led at

the end o f the nine teenth c entur y.

The FarmersÕ Alliance, a

conglomer ation o f thr ee

regional allianc es forme d in the

mid- 1880s, took root in the

wake of the Gr ange movement.

In 1890, Dr. Charles Macune,

who le d the Southern Allianc e,

which w as based in Texas and

had over 100,000 members b y

1886, urged the cr eation o f a

national allianc e between his

organization, the N or th west

Allianc e, and the Color ed
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Allianc e, the lar gest Afric an Americ an organization in the Uni ted

States. Led by Tom Watson, the Color ed Allianc e, which w as

founde d in Texas but quickl y spread thr oughout the Old South,

counted over one million members. Althoug h the y orig inall y

advocated for self -help, Afric an Americ ans in the gr oup soon

understood the benef its of poli tic al organization and a unif ied voice

to impr ove their plig ht, r egardless of r ace. While r acism kept the

allianc e splin ter ed among the thr ee componen t br anches, the y still

managed to cr aft a national ag enda tha t appealed to their lar ge

membership. All told, the F armersÕ Alliance brought tog ether o ver

2.5 million members, 1.5 million whi te and 1 million black.

The allianc e movement, and the subse quent poli tic al par ty tha t

emerged fr om i t, also f eatur ed pr ominen t r oles for w omen. Nearly

250,000 w omen joine d the mo vement due to their shar ed in ter est

in the farmersÕ worsening si tuation as w ell as the pr omise o f being

a full par tner wi th poli tic al rig hts wi thin the gr oup, which the y saw

as an impor tant step to wards advocacy for w omenÕs suffr age on a

national le vel. The abili ty to v ote and stand f or o ff ice wi thin the

organization enc our aged many women who soug ht similar rig hts

on the lar ger Americ an poli tic al scene. Prominen t allianc e

spokeswoman, Mar y Elizabeth Le ase of Kansas, often spok e of

membership in the F armersÕ Alliance as an oppor tuni ty to Òraise less

corn and mor e hell!Ó

The Conner Pr airie I nter activ e Histor y Park discusses

the r ole of women in rur al Americ a and how i t chang ed

thr oughout the end o f the nine teenth c entur y.

The allianc e movement had several goals similar to those o f the

orig inal Gr ange, including gr eater r egulation o f r ailr oad pric es and

the cr eation o f an inf lationar y national mone tar y polic y. However,

most cr eativ e among the solutions pr omote d by the FarmersÕ

Allianc e was the call for a subtr easury plan. Under this plan, the
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federal governmen t w ould stor e farmersÕ crops in governmen t

warehouses for a brief period o f time, during which the g overnmen t

would pr ovide loans to farmers w or th 80 per cent o f the curr ent

crop pric es. Thus, farmers w ould ha ve imme diate cash on hand wi th

which to se t tle debts and pur chase goods, while their cr ops sat

in w arehouses and farm pric es incr eased due to this c ontr ol over

supply at the mar ket. W hen mar ket pric es rose suff icien tl y hig h

enough, the farmer c ould wi thdr aw his cr ops, sell at the hig her

pric e, repay the governmen t loan, and still ha ve prof it r emaining.

Economists o f the da y thoug ht the plan had some meri t; in fac t,

a greatl y alter ed version w ould subsequentl y be adopte d during

the Gr eat Depr ession of the 1930s, in the f orm o f the Agricultur al

Adjustmen t Act. However, the f ederal governmen t ne ver seriousl y

consider ed the plan, as c ongr essmen questione d the pr oprie ty of

the governmen t ser ving as a rur al credi tor making loans to farmers

wi th no assur ance that pr oduc tion c ontr ols would r esult in hig her

commodi ty pric es. The governmen tÕs refusal to ac t on the pr oposal

lef t man y farmers w ondering wha t i t w ould tak e to f ind solutions to

their gr owing indebte dness.

FROM ORGANIZATION TO
POLITICAL PARTY

Angry at the f ederal governmen tÕs continue d unwillingness to

substantiv ely addr ess the plig ht o f the a verage farmer , Charles

Macune and the F armersÕ Alliance chose to cr eate a poli tic al par ty

whose r epresentativ esÑif ele ctedÑc ould enac t r eal change. Put

simpl y, if the g overnmen t w ould not addr ess the pr oblem, then i t

was time to chang e those elected to po wer.

In 1891, the alliance forme d the Populist P arty, or PeopleÕs Party,

as it w as more widel y known. Beginning wi th nonpr esidential-y ear

elections, the P opulist P arty had modest suc cess, particular ly in
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Kansas, Nebraska, and the Dakotas, wher e they succeeded in

electing se veral state leg islators, one g overnor , and a handful o f

congr essmen. As the 1892 presidential ele ction appr oached, the

Populists chose to model themsel ves after the Democr atic and

Republic an Parties in the hope tha t the y could shock the c ountr y

wi th a Òthird-par tyÓ victor y.

At their na tional c onvention tha t summer in Omaha, N ebraska,

they wr ote the Omaha P latf orm to mor e full y explain to all

Americ ans the goals of the ne w par ty. Wri t ten b y Ignatius Donnell y,

the pla tf orm sta temen t vilif ied railr oad owners, bank ers, and big

businessmen as all being par t o f a widespr ead conspir acy to c ontr ol

farmers. As f or polic y changes, the platf orm c alled for adoption o f

the subtr easury plan, governmen t contr ol over r ailr oads, an end to

the na tional bank system, the cr eation o f a federal inc ome tax, the

dir ect election o f U.S. senators, and se veral other me asures, all of

which aime d at a mor e proactiv e federal governmen t tha t w ould

suppor t the e conomic and social w elfar e of all Americ ans. At the

close of the c onvention, the par ty nomina ted James B. Weaver as its

presidential c andidate.

The PeopleÕs Party gather ed for its nominating convention in N ebraska, where
they wr ote the Omaha Platform to state their concerns and goals.
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In a rematch o f the 1888 election, the Democr ats again nomina ted

Grover Cleveland, while R epublic ans went wi th Ben jamin H arrison.

Despite the pr esence of a thir d-par ty challeng er, Cleveland w on

another close popular v ote to be come the f irst U .S. president to

be elected to nonc onsecutiv e terms. Althoug h he f inishe d a distan t

thir d, Populist c andidate Weaver polle d a respectable one million

votes. Rather than being disappoin ted, several Populists appla uded

their sho wingÑespe ciall y for a thir d par ty wi th bar ely t wo years of

national poli tic al experienc e under i ts belt. The y anxiousl y awaited

the 1896 election, belie ving tha t if the r est of the c ountr y, in

par ticular industrial w orkers, experienc ed hardships similar to

those tha t farmers alr eady faced, a powerful allianc e among the t wo

groups could c arr y the Populists to vic tor y.

Section Summary

Factors such as o verpr oduc tion and hig h tarif fs lef t

the c ountr yÕs farmers in incr easingly desperate str aits,

and the f ederal governmen tÕs inabili ty to addr ess their

concerns lef t them disillusione d and worrie d. Uneven

responses from state governmen ts had man y farmers

seeking an alterna tiv e solution to their pr oblems. Taking

note o f the labor mo vements gr owing in industrial ci ties

around the c ountr y, farmers began to or ganize into

allianc es similar to w orkersÕ unions; these were models

of cooper ation wher e larger numbers c ould o ffer mor e

bargaining po wer wi th major pla yers such as railr oads.

Ultima tel y, the allianc es were unable to ini tia te
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widespr ead change for their benef it. Still, dr awing fr om

the c ohesion o f purpose, farmers soug ht to cr eate

change from the inside: thr ough poli tics. The y hoped

the cr eation o f the Populist P arty in 1891 would le ad to a

president who put the pe opleÑand in par ticular the

farmersÑ first.

A Open Assessments element has been excluded from

this ver sion of the text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ /libr ary.achievingthedr eam.org/bcccomposition /?p=62

Review Question

1. What w ere womenÕs roles wi thin the F armerÕs

Allianc e?

Answer to Review Question

1. Women w ere able to pla y key roles in the allianc e

movement. The allianc e provided them wi th poli tic al
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rig hts, including the abili ty to vote and hold o ff ice

wi thin the or ganization, which man y women hope d

would be a posi tiv e step in their strugg le for na tional

womenÕs rights and suf fr age. In the end, ne arly

250,000 w omen joine d the mo vement.

Glossary

Farmer sÕ Alliancea national c onglomer ation o f dif ferent

regional farmersÕ alliances that joine d tog ether in 1890 wi th

the goal of fur thering farmersÕ concerns in poli tics

Gr ange a farmersÕ organization, la unche d in 1867, which

grew to o ver 1.5 million members in less than a de cade

Populist P arty a poli tic al party forme d in 1890 tha t

sought to r epresent the rig hts of primaril y farmers but

eventuall y all workers in r egional and f ederal elections

subtr easur y plan a plan tha t called for storing cr ops in

governmen t w arehouses for a brief period o f time, during

which the f ederal governmen t w ould pr ovide loans to

farmers w or th 80 per cent o f the curr ent cr op pric es,

releasing the cr ops for sale when pric es rose
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34. The African American
Struggle for Civil Rights

Learning Objectives

By the end o f this se ction, y ou will be able to:

¥ Explain ho w Presidents Truman and Eisenho wer

addressed civil rig hts issues

¥ Discuss effor ts by Afric an Americ ans to end

discrimina tion and segr egation

¥ Descri be southern whi tesÕ response to the civil

rig hts mo vement

In the af terma th o f Wor ld War II, Afric an Americ ans began to moun t

organized resistance to r acially discrimina tor y policies in f orce

thr oughout much o f the Uni ted States. In the South, the y used a

combina tion o f legal challeng es and grassroots ac tivism to beg in

dismantling the r acial segregation tha t had stood f or ne arly a

centur y follo wing the end o f Reconstruc tion. Communi ty activists

and civil rig hts leaders tar geted racially discrimina tor y housing

practic es, segregated tr anspor tation, and legal r equir ements tha t

Afric an Americ ans and whi tes be educated separatel y. While man y

of these challeng es were successful, lif e did not ne cessarily impr ove

for Afric an Americ ans. Hostile whi tes fought these chang es in any

way the y could, including b y resorting to violenc e.
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EARLY VICTORIES

During W or ld War II, man y Afric an Americ ans had suppor ted the

ÒDouble-V Campaign,Ó which called on them to def eat f oreign

enemies while simultane ously f ighting against segr egation and

discrimina tion a t home. Af ter W or ld War II ende d, many returne d

home to disc over tha t, despi te their sacrif ices, the Uni ted States

was not willing to e xtend them an y greater rig hts than the y had

enjoyed before the w ar. Particular ly rankling w as the fact tha t

althoug h Afric an Americ an veter ans were legally enti tle d to dr aw

benef its under the GI B ill, discrimina tor y pr actic es prevented them

fr om doing so. F or example, man y banks would not g ive them

mor tgages if the y wishe d to bu y homes in pr edominan tl y Afric an

Americ an neighbor hoods, which banks o ften c onsider ed too risky

an investmen t. However, Afric an Americ ans who at tempte d to

pur chase homes in whi te neig hbor hoods o ften f ound themsel ves

unable to do so be cause of r eal estate covenants tha t pr evented

owners fr om selling their pr oper ty to blacks. I ndeed, when a black

famil y pur chased a Levit town house in 1957, they were subjected to

harassment and thr eats of violenc e.

For a look a t the experienc es of an Afric an Americ an

famil y that trie d to mo ve to a whi te suburban

communi ty, view the 1957 documentar y Crisis in

Levittown .

The post war er a, however, saw Afric an Americ ans make greater use

of the c our ts to def end their rig hts. In 1944, an African Americ an

woman, I rene Morgan, was arrested in V ir ginia f or r efusing to g ive

up her se at on an in tersta te bus and sue d to ha ve her c onviction

overturne d. In Morgan v. the Commonwealth of V irginia in 1946, the
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U.S. Supr eme Cour t rule d tha t the c onviction should be o verturne d

because it viola ted the in tersta te commer ce clause of the

Consti tution. This vic tor y emboldene d some civil rig hts activists

to la unch the J ourne y of Reconcilia tion, a bus trip tak en by eight

Afric an Americ an men and eig ht whi te men thr ough the sta tes of

the Upper South to test the South Õs enforcement o f the Morgan

decision.

Other vic tories f ollo wed. In 1948, in Shelley v. Kraemer, the U.S.

Supr eme Cour t held tha t cour ts could not enf orce real estate

covenants tha t r estric ted the pur chase or sale of pr oper ty based on

race. In 1950, the NA ACP brought a case before the U.S. Supr eme

Cour t tha t the y hoped would help to undermine the c oncept o f

Òseparate but e qualÓ as espoused in the 1896 decision in Plessy v.

Ferguson, which ga ve legal sanction to segr egated school systems.

Sweatt v. Painter was a case brought by Herman Marion S weat t,

who sued the Univ ersi ty of Texas for den ying him admission to i ts

law school be cause state law pr ohi bi ted in tegr ated education. T exas

at tempte d to f orm a separ ate law school f or Afric an Americ ans only,

but in i ts decision on the c ase, the U.S. Supr eme Cour t r ejected this

solution, holding tha t the separ ate school pr ovided nei ther e qual

facili ties nor Òintang ibles,Ó such as the ability to f orm r elationships

wi th other futur e lawyers, tha t a pr ofessional school should pr ovide.

Not all ef for ts to enac t desegr egation r equir ed the use o f the

cour ts, however. On April 15, 1947, Jackie Robinson star ted for the

Brookl yn Dodg ers, playing f irst base. H e was the f irst Afric an

Americ an to pla y baseball in the N ational Le ague, breaking the c olor

barrier . Althoug h Afric an Americ ans had their o wn baseball te ams in

the N egro Leagues, Robinson opene d the ga tes for them to pla y in

dir ect competi tion wi th whi te players in the major le agues. Other

Afric an Americ an athle tes also began to challeng e the segr egation

of Americ an spor ts. At the 1948 Summer Ol ympics, Alic e Coachman,

an Afric an Americ an, was the onl y Americ an woman to tak e a gold

medal in the games. These chang es, while symbolic ally signif icant,

were mere cracks in the w all of segregation.
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Baseball legend Jackie Robinson (a) was active in the civil rights movement.
He served on the NAACPÕs board of dir ectors and helped to found an African
American-owned bank. A lice Coachman (b), who competed in tr ack and field
at Tuskegee University, was the f ir st black woman to win an O lympic gold
medal.

DESEGREGATION AND
INTEGRATION

Until 1954, racial segregation in e ducation w as not onl y legal but

was requir ed in seventeen states and permissi ble in several others.

Utilizing e videnc e provided in sociolog ical studies c onduc ted by

Kenneth Clar k and Gunnar M yrdal, however, Thur good Marshall,

then chief c ounsel f or the NA ACP, successfully argued the landmar k

case Brown v. Board of Education of T opeka, Kansas before the U.S.

Supr eme Cour t le d by Chief Justic e Earl Warr en. Marshall sho wed

that the pr actic e of segregation in public schools made Afric an

Americ an studen ts feel inf erior . Even if the facili ties pr ovided were

equal in na tur e, the Cour t note d in i ts decision, the v ery fact tha t

some studen ts were separated fr om others on the basis o f their r ace

made segregation unc onsti tutional.
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This map shows those states in which r acial segregation in public education
was required by law before the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision. I n
1960, four year s later, fewer than 10 percent of southern African A merican
students attended the same schools as white students.

Thurgood Marshall on Fighting Racism

As a law studen t in 1933, Thur good Marshall was recrui ted by his

mentor Char les Hamilton H ouston to assist in ga thering

inf orma tion f or the def ense of a black man in V ir ginia accused

of killing t wo whi te w omen. H is continue d close association wi th

Houston le d Marshall to aggr essively defend blacks in the c our t

system and to use the c our ts as the w eapon by which e qual rig hts

mig ht be extr acted fr om the U .S. Constitution and a whi te r acist

system. Houston also sugg ested tha t i t w ould be impor tant to

establish legal pr ecedents r egarding the Plessy v. Ferguson ruling o f

separate but e qual.
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In 1956, NAACP leaders (fr om left to
right ) Henry L. Moon, Roy Wilkins,
Herbert H ill, and Thurgood M arshall
present a new poster in the campaign
against southern white r acism.
Marshall successfully argued the
landmar k case Brown v. Board of
Education (1954) before the U.S.
Supreme Court and later became the
courtÕs fir st African A merican justice.

By 1938, Marshall had become

ÒMr. Civil RightsÓ and formall y

organized the NA ACPÕs Legal

Defense and Education F und in

1940 to garner the r esources to

take on cases to break the

racist justic e system of

Americ a. A direct r esult o f

MarshallÕs energies and

commi tmen t w as his 1940

victor y in a Supr eme Cour t

case, Chambers v. Florida ,

which held tha t confessions

obtaine d by violenc e and

tor tur e were inadmissi ble in a

cour t o f law. His most w ell-

known c ase was Brown v. Board

of Education in 1954, which held tha t sta te laws establishing separ ate

public schools f or black and whi te studen ts were unconsti tutional.

Later in lif e, Marshall r ef lected on his c areer f ighting r acism in a

speech at Howard Law School in 1978:

Be aware of tha t m yth, tha t everything is g oing to be all rig ht.

DonÕt give in. I add tha t, because it seems to me, tha t wha t

we need to do toda y is to r efocus. Back in the 30s and 40s,

we could g o no plac e but to c our t. We knew then, the c our t

was not the f inal solution. Man y of us knew the f inal solution

would ha ve to be poli tics, if f or no other r eason, poli tics is

cheaper than la wsui ts. So now w e have both. W e have our

legal arm, and w e have our poli tic al arm. LetÕs use them both.

And don Õt listen to this myth tha t i t can be solved by either

or tha t i t has alr eady been solved. Take it fr om me, i t has not

been solved.

When Marshall sa ys that the pr oblems o f r acism have not be en

solved, to wha t w as he referring ?
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In 1957, U.S. soldiers from the 101st
Airborne wer e called in to escort the
Little Rock Nine into and ar ound
former ly all -white Centr al High School
in L ittle Rock, Arkansas.

Plessy v. Fergusson had been overturne d. The challeng e now w as

to in tegr ate schools. A y ear later , the U.S. Supr eme Cour t or dered

southern school systems to beg in desegregation Òwith all deli berate

speed.Ó Some school districts volun taril y in tegr ated their schools.

For man y other distric ts, however, Òdeli berate speedÓ was very, very

slow.

It soon be came clear tha t

enforcing Brown v. the Board of

Education would r equir e

presidential in ter vention.

Eisenhower did not agr ee wi th

the U .S. Supr eme Cour tÕs

decision and did not wish to

force southern sta tes to

integr ate their schools.

However, as president, he w as

responsible for doing so. I n

1957, Centr al High School in

Li t tle Rock, Arkansas, was forced to ac cept i ts f irst nine Afric an

Americ an studen ts, who be came known as the Lit tle Rock Nine . In

response, Arkansas governor Or val Faubus called out the sta te

National Guar d to pr event the studen ts fr om at tending classes,

removing the tr oops onl y after Eisenho wer told him to do so. A

subsequent at tempt b y the nine studen ts to a t tend school r esulted

in mob violenc e. Eisenhower then plac ed the Ar kansas National

Guard under f ederal contr ol and sent the U .S. ArmyÕs 101st airborne

uni t to esc or t the studen ts to and fr om school as w ell as fr om class

to class. This w as the f irst time sinc e the end o f Reconstruc tion tha t

federal tr oops onc e mor e protected the rig hts of Afric an Americ ans

in the South.

Thr oughout the c ourse o f the school y ear, the Li t tle Rock Nine

were insulte d, harassed, and ph ysically assaulte d; nevertheless, the y

returne d to school e ach day. At the end o f the school y ear, the

first Afric an Americ an studen t gr aduated fr om Centr al High. At the

beginning o f the 1958Ð1959 school year, Orval Faubus or dered all
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Lit tle RockÕs public schools close d. In the opinion o f whi te

segregationists, k eeping all studen ts out o f school w as preferable to

having them a t tend in tegr ated schools. I n 1959, the U.S. Supr eme

Cour t rule d tha t the school had to be r eopened and tha t the pr ocess

of desegregation had to pr oceed.

WHITE RESPONSES

Effor ts to desegr egate public schools le d to a backlash among most

southern whi tes. Many greeted the Brown decision wi th horr or;

some Wor ld War II v eter ans questione d how the g overnmen t the y

had fought f or c ould be tr ay them in such a fashion. Some whi te

parents pr omptl y wi thdr ew their childr en fr om public schools and

enrolled them in all-whi te priv ate academies, many newly cr eated

for the sole purpose o f keeping whi te childr en fr om at tending

integr ated schools. Of ten, these ÒacademiesÓ held classes in

neighborsÕ basements or living r ooms.

Other whi te southerners turne d to sta te leg islatur es or cour ts to

solve the pr oblem o f school in tegr ation. Or ders to in tegr ate school

distric ts were routinel y challeng ed in c our t. W hen the la wsui ts

proved unsuc cessful, many southern school distric ts r esponded by

closing all public schools, as Or val Faubus had done af ter Cen tr al

High School w as integr ated. One county in Vir ginia close d i ts public

schools f or f ive years rather than se e them in tegr ated. Besides suing

school distric ts, many southern segr egationists f iled lawsui ts

against the NA ACP, tr ying to bankrupt the or ganization. Man y

national poli ticians suppor ted the segr egationist ef for ts. In 1956,

nine ty-six members o f Congr ess signed ÒThe Southern Manif esto,Ó

in which the y accused the U .S. Supr eme Cour t o f misusing i ts power

and viola ting the principle o f statesÕ rights, which main taine d tha t

states had rig hts equal to those o f the f ederal governmen t.

Unfor tuna tel y, many whi te southern r acists, frig htened by

challeng es to the social or der, responded wi th violenc e. When Li t tle
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RockÕs Centr al High School desegr egated, an ir ate Ku Klux Klansman

fr om a neig hboring c ommuni ty sent a let ter to the members o f the

ci tyÕs school boar d in which he denounc ed them as Communists and

thr eatened to kill them. W hi te r age sometimes erupte d in to mur der.

In August 1955, both whi te and black Americ ans were shocked by

the brutali ty of the mur der o f Emmet t Till. Till, a f our teen-y ear-

old bo y fr om Chic ago, had been vacationing wi th r elativ es in

Mississippi. W hile visi ting a whi te-o wned stor e, he had made a

remark to the whi te w oman behind the c ounter . A few days later ,

the husband and br other -in-la w of the w oman came to the home o f

TillÕs relativ es in the middle o f the nig ht and abduc ted the bo y. TillÕs

beaten and mutila ted body was found in a ne arby riv er thr ee days

later . TillÕs mother insiste d on an open-c asket funer al; she wished

to use her son Õs body to r eveal the brutali ty of southern r acism. The

mur der o f a child who had be en guilt y of no mor e than a casual

remark captur ed the na tion Õs at ten tion, as did the ac qui t tal o f the

two men who admi t ted killing him.

THE MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT

One of those inspir ed by TillÕs death w as Rosa Parks, an NAACP

member fr om M ontgomer y, Alabama, who became the fac e of the

1955Ð1956 Montgomer y Bus Boycot t. Ci ty or dinanc es in

Montgomer y segregated the ci tyÕs buses, forcing Afric an Americ an

passengers to ride in the back se ction. The y had to en ter thr ough

the r ear of the bus, c ould not shar e seats wi th whi te passengers,

and, if the fr ont o f the bus w as full and a whi te passenger r equested

an Afric an Americ anÕs seat, had to r elinquish their plac e to the

whi te rider . The bus company also refused to hir e Afric an Americ an

driv ers even thoug h most o f the pe ople who r ode the buses w ere

black.

On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks refused to g ive her seat to a

whi te man, and the M ontgomer y polic e arr ested her . After being
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bailed out o f jail, she decided to f ight the la ws requiring segr egation

in cour t. To suppor t her , the WomenÕs Poli tic al Council, a gr oup

of Afric an Americ an female activists, or ganized a boycot t o f

Montgomer yÕs buses. News of the bo ycot t spr ead thr ough

newspaper notic es and by word of mouth; ministers r allied their

congr egations to suppor t the W omenÕs Poli tic al Council. Their

effor ts were successful, and f or ty thousand Afric an Americ an riders

did not tak e the bus on De cember 5, the f irst da y of the bo ycot t.

Other Afric an Americ an leaders wi thin the ci ty embr aced the

boycot t and main taine d i t beyond December 5, Rosa ParksÕ cour t

date. Among them w as a young minister name d Mar tin Luther King,

Jr. For the ne xt y ear, black M ontgomer y residents avoided the ci tyÕs

buses. Some organized carpools. Others paid f or rides in Afric an

Americ an-o wned taxis, whose driv ers r educed their f ees. Most

walked to and fr om school, w ork, and chur ch for 381 days, the

dur ation o f the bo ycot t. In June 1956, an Alabama federal cour t

found the segr egation or dinanc e unconsti tutional. The ci ty

appealed, but the U .S. Supr eme Cour t upheld the de cision. The ci tyÕs

buses were desegregated.

Section Summary

After W or ld War II, Afric an Americ an effor ts to secur e

greater civil rig hts incr eased across the Uni ted States.

Afric an Americ an lawyers such as Thur good Marshall

champione d cases intende d to destr oy the Jim Cr ow

system o f segregation tha t had domina ted the Americ an

South sinc e Reconstruc tion. The landmar k Supr eme
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Cour t case Brown v. Board of Education prohi bi ted

segregation in public schools, but not all school distric ts

integr ated willing ly, and President Eisenho wer had to

use the mili tar y to desegr egate Li t tle RockÕs Centr al

High School. The cour ts and the f ederal governmen t did

not assist Afric an Americ ans in asserting their rig hts in

other c ases. In Montgomer y, Alabama, it w as the

grassroots ef for ts of Afric an Americ an ci tiz ens who

boycot ted the ci tyÕs bus system tha t br ought about

change. Throughout the r egion, man y whi te

southerners made their opposi tion to these ef for ts

known. Too often, this opposi tion manif ested i tself in

violenc e and tr agedy, as in the mur der o f Emmet t Till.

A Open Assessments element has been excluded from

this ver sion of the text. You can view it online her e:

https:/ /libr ary.achievingthedr eam.org/bcccomposition /?p=63

Review Question

1. What w as the signif icance of Shelley v. Kraemer?
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Answer to Review Question

1. Shelley v. Kraemer held tha t sta te cour ts could not

enforce agreements tha t pr evented home owners

fr om selling to members o f par ticular r aces. The

ruling made i t easier for Afric an Americ ans to

pur chase houses in neig hbor hoods o f their choosing.

Critical Thinking Questions

1. How did some Americ ans turn their w artime

experienc es into lasting personal gains ( i.e. bet ter

emplo yment, a new home, or an e ducation ) after the

war was over? Why did others miss out on these

oppor tuni ties?

2. What w as the reason for the br eakdown in friendl y

relations be tween the Uni ted States and the Soviet

Union af ter W or ld War II? What w ere the r esults o f

this c onf lic t?

3. How did f ear of the Soviet Union and Communism

affect Americ an cultur e and society?

4. What social chang es took plac e in the Uni ted States

after W or ld War II? What r ole did the w ar play in

those chang es?

5. How did the w artime e xperienc es of Afric an

Americ ans contri bute to the driv e for gr eater civil

rig hts after the w ar?
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Glossary

desegregation the r emoval of laws and policies r equiring

the separ ation o f dif ferent r acial or e thnic gr oups

Li ttle R ock N ine the nickname f or the nine Afric an

Americ an high school studen ts who f irst in tegr ated Li t tle

RockÕs Centr al High School

statesÕ rights the poli tic al belief tha t sta tes possess

authori ty beyond f ederal law, which is usuall y seen as the

supreme law of the land, and thus c an act in opposi tion to

federal law
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35. Using Sources in Your
Paper

Within the pag es of your r esearch essay, it is impor tant to pr oper ly

reference and ci te your sour ces to avoid plag iarism and to g ive

credi t f or orig inal ide as.

Ther e are thr ee main w ays to put a sour ce to use in y our essay:

you can quote i t, you can summariz e it, and you can paraphrase it.

Quoting

Dir ect quota tions ar e words and phr ases that ar e

taken dir ectl y fr om another sour ce, and then use d word-f or -w ord

in your paper . If you inc orpor ate a dir ect quota tion fr om another

authorÕs text, you must put tha t quota tion or phr ase in quota tion

marks to indic ate tha t i t is not y our languag e.

When wri ting dir ect quota tions, y ou can use the sour ce authorÕs

name in the same sen tenc e as the quota tion to in tr oduce the quote d

text and to indic ate the sour ce in which y ou found the te xt. You

should then include the pag e number or other r elevant inf orma tion

in par entheses at the end o f the phr ase (the exact f orma t will

depend on the f orma t ting st yle of your essay).
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Sources that are not properly
integr ated into your paper ar e lik e
Òbricks without mortar: you have the
essential substance, but thereÕs nothing
to hold it together, r endering the whole
thing f ormlessÓ (Smith ).

Summarizing

Summarizing in volves condensing the main ide a of a sour ce into

a much shor ter o verview. A summary outlines a sour ceÕs most

impor tant poin ts and general posi tion. W hen summarizing a sour ce,

it is still ne cessary to use a ci tation to g ive credi t to the orig inal

author . You must r eference the author or sour ce in the appr opria te

ci tation me thod a t the end o f the summar y.

Paraphrasing

When par aphrasing, you may put an y par t o f a sour ce (such as

a phrase, sentenc e, paragraph, or chapter ) into y our o wn w ords.

You may f ind tha t the orig inal sour ce uses language that is mor e

clear, concise, or spe cif ic than y our o wn languag e, in which c ase

you should use a dir ect quota tion, put ting quota tion mar ks around

those unique w ords or phr ases you don Õt change.

It is c ommon to use a mixtur e of par aphrased text and quote d

words or phr ases, as long as the dir ect quota tions ar e inside o f

quota tion mar ks.

Providing Context for
Your Sources

Whether y ou use a dir ect

quota tion, a summar y, or a

paraphrase, it is impor tant to

distinguish the orig inal sour ce

fr om your ide as, and to explain

how the ci ted sour ce fits in to
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your ar gument. W hile the use o f quota tion mar ks or par enthe tic al

ci tations tells y our r eader tha t these ar e not y our o wn w ords or

ideas, you should f ollo w the quote wi th a description, in y our o wn

terms, o f wha t the quote sa ys and wh y i t is r elevant to the purpose

of your paper . You should not le t quote d or par aphrased text stand

alone in y our paper , but r ather , should in tegr ate the sour ces into

your ar gument by pr oviding c ontext and e xplanations about ho w

each sour ce suppor ts your ar gument.1

1.Smi th, Ma t t. "Put ting I t All Together: Thesis Synthesis."

Web log post. W alden Univ ersi ty Wri ting Cen ter , 12 Apr.

2013. Web. 04 Apr. 2016.
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36. The Civil Rights
Movement Marches On

Learning Objectives

By the end o f this se ction, y ou will be able to:

¥ Explain the str ateg ies of the Afric an Americ an civil

rig hts mo vement in the 1960s

¥ Discuss the rise and philosoph y of Black Power

¥ Identif y achievements of the M exican Americ an

civil rig hts mo vement in the 1960s

During the 1960s, the f ederal governmen t, enc our aged by both

genuine c oncern f or the dispossesse d and the r ealities o f the Cold

War, had incr eased i ts ef for ts to pr otect civil rig hts and ensur e equal

economic and e ducational oppor tuni ties f or all. H owever, most o f

the cr edi t f or pr ogress toward racial equali ty in the Uni tes States

lies wi th gr assroots ac tivists. I ndeed, i t w as campaigns and

demonstr ations b y or dinar y people tha t spurr ed the f ederal

governmen t to ac tion. Althoug h the Afric an Americ an civil rig hts

movement w as the most pr ominen t o f the crusades f or r acial

justic e, other e thnic minori ties also w orked to seiz e their pie ce of

the Americ an dr eam during the pr omising y ears of the 1960s. Many

were inf luenc ed by the Afric an Americ an cause and often used

similar tac tics.
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CHANGE FROM THE BOTTOM UP

For man y people inspir ed by the vic tories o f Brown v. Board of

Education and the M ontgomer y Bus Boycot t, the g lacial pac e of

progress in the segr egated South w as frustr ating if not in toler able.

In some plac es, such as Greensbor o, Nor th Car olina, loc al NAACP

chapters had be en inf luenc ed by whi tes who pr ovided f inancing

for the or ganization. This aid, tog ether wi th the belief tha t mor e

forceful ef for ts at r eform w ould onl y incr ease whi te r esistance,

had persuade d some Afric an Americ an organizations to pursue a

Òpoli tics o f moder ation Ó instead of at tempting to r adically alter the

status quo. Mar tin Luther King Jr .Õs inspir ational appe al for pe aceful

change in the ci ty of Greensbor o in 1958, however, planted the seed

for a mor e assertiv e civil rig hts mo vement.

On Februar y 1, 1960, four sophomor es at the N or th Car olina

Agricultur al & Technic al College in Gr eensbor oÑEzell Blair , Jr.,

Joseph M cNeil, David Richmond, and F ranklin M cCainÑen ter ed the

local Woolwor thÕs and sat at the lunch c ounter . The lunch c ounter

was segregated, and the y were refused service as they knew the y

would be. The y had specif ically chosen W oolwor thÕs, because it w as

a national chain and w as thus belie ved to be espe ciall y vulner able to

negativ e publici ty. Over the ne xt f ew days, mor e protesters joine d

the f our sophomor es. Hostile whi tes r esponded wi th thr eats and

taunted the studen ts by pouring sugar and k etchup on their he ads.

The successful six-mon th-long Gr eensbor o sit-in ini tia ted the

studen t phase o f the Afric an Americ an civil rig hts mo vement and,

wi thin t wo mon ths, the si t-in mo vement had spr ead to f if ty-f our

ci ties in nine sta tes.
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Businesses such as this one were
among those that became targets of
activists pr otesting segregation.
Segregated businesses could be found
thr oughout the United States; this one
was located in Ohio. (credit: Libr ary of
Congress)

In the w ords of gr assroots civil

rig hts activist Ella Bak er, the

studen ts at Woolwor thÕs

wanted mor e than a

hambur ger; the mo vement the y

helped launch w as about

empowermen t. Baker pushe d

for a Òparticipa tor y Democr acyÓ

that built on the gr assroots

campaigns of activ e citiz ens

inste ad of def erring to the

leadership o f educated eli tes

and exper ts. As a result o f her

actions, in April 1960 , the Studen t Nonviolen t Coor dinating

Commi t tee (SNCC) forme d to c arr y the ba t tle f orward. Within a

year, mor e than one hundr ed ci ties had desegr egated at le ast some

public ac commoda tions in r esponse to studen t-le d demonstr ations.

The sit-ins inspir ed other f orms o f non violen t pr otest in tende d to

desegregate public spac es. ÒSleep-insÓ occupie d motel lobbies,

Òread-insÓ fille d public li braries, and chur ches became the si tes of

Òpray-ins.Ó

Studen ts also took par t in the 1961 Òfreedom ridesÓ sponsored by

the Congr ess of Racial Equali ty (CORE) and SNCC. The inten t o f

the Afric an Americ an and whi te volun teers who under took these

bus rides south w as to test enf orcement o f a U.S. Supr eme Cour t

decision pr ohi bi ting segr egation on in tersta te tr anspor tation and to

protest segr egated waiting r ooms in southern terminals. Depar ting

Washington, DC, on Ma y 4, the volun teers headed south on buses

that challeng ed the seating or der o f Jim Crow segregation. W hi tes

would ride in the back, Afric an-Americ ans would si t in the fr ont, and

on other oc casions, riders o f dif ferent r aces would shar e the same

bench seat. The fr eedom riders enc ounter ed li t tle dif f icult y until

they reached Rock H ill, South Car olina, wher e a mob severely beat

John Lewis, a fr eedom rider who la ter be came chairman o f SNCC.

The danger incr eased as the riders c ontinue d thr ough Georgia in to
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Alabama, wher e one of the t wo buses was fir ebombed outside the

town o f Anniston. The se cond gr oup continue d to B irming ham,

wher e the riders w ere at tacked by the K u Klux Klan as the y

at tempte d to disembar k at the ci ty bus station. The r emaining

volun teers continue d to Mississippi, wher e they were arrested

when the y at tempte d to desegr egate the w aiting r ooms in the

Jackson bus terminal.

Civil rights activists Bayar d Rustin, Andr ew Young, Rep. William F itts Ryan,
James Farmer, and John Lewis (l to r ) in a newspaper photogr aph fr om 1965.

FREE BY Õ63 (OR Õ64 OR Õ65)

The gr assroots ef for ts of people lik e the Freedom Riders to chang e

discrimina tor y laws and longstanding r acist tr aditions gr ew mor e

widel y known in the mid- 1960s. The approaching c entennial o f

Abraham Linc olnÕs Emancipation Pr oclamation spa wned the slogan

ÒFree by Õ63Ó among civil rights activists. As Afric an Americ ans

incr eased their c alls for full rig hts for all Americ ans, many civil

rig hts gr oups changed their tac tics to r ef lect this ne w ur gency.

Perhaps the most famous o f the civil rig hts-er a demonstr ations

was the Mar ch on W ashington f or Jobs and Freedom, held in August
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1963, on the one hundr edth anniv ersary of Abraham Linc olnÕs

Emancipation Pr oclamation. I ts purpose w as to pr essure President

Kennedy to ac t on his pr omises r egarding civil rig hts. The date

was the eighth anniv ersary of the brutal r acist mur der o f four teen-

year-old Emme t t Till in M oney, Mississippi. As the cr owd gather ed

outside the Linc oln M emorial and spille d across the National Mall,

Mar tin Luther King, Jr . delivered his most famous spe ech. In ÒI

Have a Dream,Ó King called for an end to r acial in justic e in the

Uni ted States and envisione d a harmonious, in tegr ated society. The

speech mar ked the hig h poin t o f the civil rig hts mo vement and

establishe d the leg itimac y of i ts goals. However, it did not pr event

whi te terr orism in the South, nor did i t permanen tl y sustain the

tactics o f non violen t civil disobe dienc e.

During the M arch on Washington f or Jobs and Freedom (a), a huge crowd
gathered on the National M all (b) to hear the speakers. Although thousands
attended, many of the mar chÕs organizers had hoped that enough people
would come to Washington to shut down the city .

Other ga therings o f civil rig hts activists ende d tr agically, and some

demonstr ations w ere intende d to pr ovoke a hostile r esponse fr om

whi tes and thus r eveal the inhumani ty of the Jim Cr ow laws and

their suppor ters. I n 1963, the Southern Christian Le adership

Conference (SCLC) led by Mar tin Luther King, Jr . moun ted pr otests

in some 186 cities thr oughout the South. The c ampaign in

254 | The Civil Rig hts Movement Mar ches On



Birming ham tha t began in April and e xtende d in to the fall o f 1963

at tr acted the most notic e, however, when a peaceful pr otest w as

met wi th violenc e by polic e, who at tacked demonstr ators, including

childr en, wi th f ir e hoses and dogs. The w or ld look ed on in horr or

as innoc ent people w ere assaulte d and thousands arr ested. King

himself w as jailed on Easter Sunday, 1963, and, in response to the

pleas of whi te cler gymen f or pe ace and patienc e, he penned one

of the most signif icant documen ts of the strugg leÑÒLet ter fr om a

Birming ham Jail.Ó In the le t ter , King ar gued tha t Afric an Americ ans

had waited patien tl y for mor e than thr ee hundr ed years to be g iven

the rig hts tha t all human beings deser ved; the time f or w aiting w as

over.

Letter from a Birmingham Jail

By 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr . had become one o f the most

prominen t le aders of the civil rig hts mo vement, and he c ontinue d to

espouse nonviolen t civil disobe dienc e as a way of r egistering Afric an

Americ an resistance against unfair , discrimina tor y, and racist laws

and behaviors. W hile the c ampaign in B irming ham began wi th an

Afric an Americ an boycot t o f whi te businesses to end discrimina tion

in emplo yment pr actic es and public segr egation, i t became a fight

over fr ee speech when King w as arrested for viola ting a loc al

in junction against demonstr ations. King wr ote his ÒLet ter fr om a

Birming ham JailÓ in response to an op-e d by eight whi te Alabama

cler gymen who c omplaine d about the SCL CÕs fier y tac tics and

argued tha t social chang e needed to be pursue d gradually. The

let ter cri ticiz es those who did not suppor t the c ause of civil rig hts:

In spi te o f my shat ter ed dr eams of the past, I c ame to

Birming ham wi th the hope tha t the whi te r elig ious

leadership in the c ommuni ty would see the justic e of our

cause and, wi th de ep mor al concern, ser ve as the channel

thr ough which our just grie vances could g et to the po wer
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struc tur e. I had hope d tha t each of you would understand.

But again I ha ve been disappoin ted. I have heard numer ous

relig ious leaders of the South c all upon their w orshippers

to c ompl y wi th a desegr egation de cision be cause it is the

law, but I ha ve longed to he ar whi te ministers sa y follo w this

decree because integr ation is mor ally rig ht and the N egro

is your br other . In the midst o f blatant in justic es inf lic ted

upon the N egro, I have watche d whi te chur ches stand on

the sideline and mer ely mouth pious irr elevancies and

sanctimonious triviali ties. I n the midst o f a mig hty strugg le

to rid our na tion o f r acial and economic in justic e, I have

heard so many ministers sa y, ÒThose are social issues wi th

which the Gospel has no r eal concern,Ó and I have watche d

so many chur ches commi t themsel ves to a comple tel y

other -w or ldl y relig ion which made a str ange distinc tion

between body and soul, the sacr ed and the secular .

Since its public ation, the ÒLet terÓ has become one o f the most

cogent, impassione d, and succinc t sta temen ts of the aspir ations o f

the civil rig hts mo vement and the frustr ation o ver the g lacial pac e

of pr ogress in achieving justic e and equali ty for all Americ ans.

What civil rig hts tac tics r aised the obje ctions o f the whi te

cler gymen King addr essed in his le t ter? W hy?

Some of the gr eatest violenc e during this er a was aimed at those

who at tempte d to r egister Afric an Americ ans to vote. I n 1964, SNCC,

working wi th other civil rig hts gr oups, ini tia ted i ts Mississippi

Summer Pr oject, also kno wn as Freedom Summer . The purpose

was to r egister Afric an Americ an voters in one o f the most r acist

states in the na tion. V olun teers also built Òfreedom schoolsÓ and

communi ty centers. SNCC invited hundr eds of whi te middle-class

studen ts, mostl y fr om the N or th, to help in the task. Man y

volun teers were harassed, beaten, and arr ested, and Afric an

Americ an homes and chur ches were burne d. Thr ee civil rig hts

workers, James Chaney, Michael Sch werner , and Andr ew Goodman,

were kille d by the K u Klux Klan. Tha t summer , civil rig hts activists
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Many businesses, such as those in this
neighborhood at the inter section of 7th
and N Str eets in NW, Washington, DC,
were destroyed in riots that f ollowed
the assassination of Martin L uther
King, Jr.

Fannie Lou H amer, Ella Baker, and Rober t Parris M oses formall y

organized the Mississippi F reedom Democr atic Party (MFDP) as an

alterna tiv e to the all-whi te Mississippi Democr atic Party. The

Democr atic N ational Con vention Õs organizers, however, would allo w

only t wo MFDP delegates to be se ated, and the y were conf ined to

the r oles of non voting obser vers.

The vision o f whi tes and

Afric an Americ ans working

together pe acefull y to end

racial in justic e suffered a severe

blow wi th the de ath o f Mar tin

Luther King, Jr . in M emphis,

Tennessee, in April 1968. King

had gone ther e to suppor t

sanitation w orkers tr ying to

unioniz e. In the ci ty, he found a

divide d civil rig hts mo vement;

older ac tivists who suppor ted

his polic y of non violenc e were being challeng ed by younger Afric an

Americ ans who advocated a mor e mili tant appr oach. On April 4,

King w as shot and kille d while standing on the balc ony of his motel.

Within hours, the na tion Õs cities explode d wi th violenc e as angry

Afric an Americ ans, shocked by his mur der, burne d and loote d

inner -ci ty neig hbor hoods acr oss the countr y. While whi tes r ecoiled

fr om news about the riots in f ear and disma y, they also cri ticiz ed

Afric an Americ ans for destr oying their o wn neig hbor hoods; the y did

not r ealize that most o f the violenc e was directed against businesses

that w ere not o wned by blacks and tha t tr eated Afric an Americ an

customers wi th suspicion and hostili ty.
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